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Administration of Gerald R. Ford 


PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


Week Ending Friday, May 28, 1976 





Medford, Oregon 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
the Jackson County-Medford County Airport. 
May 22, 1976 


Tue Present. It is really great to be in Oregon. I have 
been here a good many times. I have always enjoyed it. 
I think I have a lot of friends here. 

I am out here to make a very direct approach to this 
campaign. The theme of my campaign is peace, growing 
prosperity, and the restoration of trust in the White House. 
The record is very clear. We have achieved the peace, we 
are maintaining it, and we are going to keep it through 
our military capability and our diplomatic skill. 

We inherited a very bad economic situation. Inflation 
was 12 percent. We were on the brink of high unemploy- 
ment, and in the last year we made substantial progress. 
We reduced the rate of inflation to under 3 percent, a 75 
percent reduction. We have added 3,300,000 jobs in the 
last year—700,000 more jobs in the last month. 

We are well on the way to the kind of prosperity that 
America deserves, and we are going to get it in the next 
4 years. In addition, I think the restoration of trust and 
confidence in the White House is obvious to everybody. 
We had a hard time at the beginning, but we have con- 
vinced the American people that we have an open, can- 
did, forthright, open-door policy in the White House. And 
I think that is what the American people want. 

Yes? 

Q. Mr. President, will you support legislation that will 
allow clear cutting in the national forests? 

Tue Preswent. I strongly support the Humphrey bill 
which provides for good management practices under the 
control and guidance of the Forest Service. I am vigor- 
ously opposed to the Randolph substitute, which I think 
would inhibit—in effect, prohibit—the kind of good man- 
agement practices which are necessary. 


Q. Mr. President, on Monday the New York State 
delegation will meet. Is there some concern on your part 
of giving those uncommitted delegates to you before the 
Tuesday primaries? 

THE Present. I am very optimistic that the New 
York delegation will be in the Ford column, but that is 
their decision. I have a good many friends in the New 
York delegation. I think they will be sympathetic, but I 
will let them make the decision. 

Q. Have you urged them to meet earlier than normal? 
Wouldn’t they normally not convene until close to the 
convention? 

Tue Present. Not at all. This is their decision. They, 
under the leadership of their State chairman, Dick Rosen- 
baum, decided that they wanted to take whatever action 
they take this weekend. 

Q. Mr. Ford, we have a number of safeguard initia- 
tives on the ballot here. Would you encourage Oregon- 
ians to vote for that? 

Tue Preswent. I am a strong believer in safe and 
reliable nuclear power. The country today has about 55 
nuclear plants operating. They have a very good safety 
record. Their reliability is good. We have to improve both, 
but if we don’t use and expand nuclear power the United 
States will become more and more dependent on foreign 
oil cartels. We cannot afford to let foreigners establish 
the cost of energy in the United States. So, I believe in 
nuclear power. And I therefore hope there will be no 
restrictions or prohibition artificially and arbitrarily ap- 
plied against nuclear developments. 

Q. Mr. President, are you moving to the right on the 
racial issue with these busing remarks, and the nuclear 
reactions in South Africa? 

THE Preswent. Not at all. I have strongly opposed 
court-ordered forced busing to achieve racial balance. I 
have consistently all my life lived and believed and voted 
for the end of segregation. But I think the real answer that 
we are trying to get is quality education, and court-ordered 
forced busing is not the best way to achieve quality 
education. 

Therefore, what may transpire by the Attorney Gen- 
eral—and he has not yet made his final decision—is an 
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attempt to get a better remedy for quality education than 
the remedy that has been applied in several States. 

In the case of South Africa, we are trying to end the 
radicalism which has developed in South Africa since the 
Soviet Union and Cuba took over Angola. The way to do 
that is to convince the independent States in South Africa 
that there should be no outside power controlling that part 
of that continent. 

At the same time, we have to believe, because it is his- 
torically the right thing in this country and what we have 
believed in—of majority rule with the absolute protection 
of minority right 

Q. Do you mean majority rule in the Union as well as 
Rhodesia? 

Tue Present. In the case of South Africa itself, I 
have said at the proper time it will undoubtedly be appro- 
priate for me to meet with the proper government officials 
in South Africa. In the case of Rhodesia, that is another 
matter. 

Reporter. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:06 a.m. 





Medford, Oregon 


The President’s Remarks at a Public Forum in Library 
Park. May 22, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, John Dellenbach. 

It is nice to be here in Medford’s Library Park with 
Mayor Ben Fagone, my former colleague in the House of 
Representatives, Wendell Wyatt, other distinguished 
guests, And it is wonderful to have an opportunity to say a 
few words to fellow Americans from the great State of 
Oregon. 

I flew out here this morning to spend 4 days on the West 
Coast asking for your support. My very first stop on this 
trip brought me right to Library Park in the City of Med- 
ford. I am glad to be here. I know you are all glad to be 
here just because it is God’s country. 

It has been my privilege to travel in every one of our 50 
States, and I found that some States have mountain ranges, 
some border on the ocean, some have very fertile valleys, 

broad fjords and sparkling rivers, and in some you can ski 
and in others you can swim. 

But here in Oregon you have it all. You were the first 
State in the history of America to hold primary elections, 
which I mention not only because of its historic interests 
but because it is a way of getting into the subject I would 
like to speak to you about on this beautiful day here in 
Library Park. 


I am asking my fellow Americans for their support be. 
cause I have done a good job for the last 21 months under 
the most difficult circumstances. Because I have achieved 
and maintained the peace, moved America on the road to 
prosperity, and restored confidence and trust in the Presi. 
dency, I want a mandate next Tuesday from Oregon and 
the American people to finish that job in the next 4 year, 

Consider for a moment where we were in the very first 
days and months of my Presidency. Take yourself back to 
August 8 of 1974. You will recall that some well-known 
economists, labor and political leaders were predicting that 
we were heading into a deep depression, that unemploy- 
ment would soon exceed 10 percent, that only massive 
action by the Federal Government could avert a tremen- 
dous catastrophe. 

Inflation had soared to an annual rate of over 12 per- 
cent, interest rates were going through the roof, far, far 
too many Americans were laid off and could not find new 
jobs. 

Just about a year ago, we hit the bottom of the worst 
recession in 40 years. Many were urging me in the White 
House to push the panic button. In the Congress, the eco- 
nomic downturn set off a clamor for huge emergency 
Federal subsidies, for more and more bigger government 
programs, and higher and higher deficit spending. 

The prophets of gloom were wrong, and I knew they 
were wrong when they were begging me to do this or to 
do that. We didn’t panic in the Oval Office. I never lost 
sight of a deep conviction and belief that I have—I have 
had it all my political life—that a government big enough 
to give you everything you want is a government big 
enough to take from you everything you have. 

We resisted the big spending schemes that would have 
caused larger and larger deficits and even more destruc- 
tive inflation. We rejected the old political techniques of 
tax and tax, spend and spend, elect and elect. 

I vetoed 49 bills—42 of those bills have been sustained 
and the taxpayers of America have been saved $13 billion. 
And I will say parenthetically—not as a threat, of 
course—if the Congress sends me more of those terrible 
budget-busting bills, I will veto them again and again and 
again. 

In contrast to what some people were promoting, we 
pursued a calm, steady policy to insure America’s eco- 
nomic health, not just for a month or just for an election 
year, but over the long haul we had faith that America’s 
system of private enterprise would regain its strength. 

As a result, we meet here in this lovely park on this 
great day not in the gloom of a recession but in. the full 
surge of economic recovery. 87,400,000 Americans are on 
jobs today, and this is an all-time record, and it has gone 
up month-by-month-by-month for the last 12 months. 

We have added almost 3,300,000 more jobs to the Ameri- 
can economy since the bottom of the recession—3,300, 
000 more jobs than last May and 700,000 more jobs in 
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the last month. I think this is concrete, significant evidence 
that we are well on the way to the kind of a recovery that 
we want and we will get. . 

Now, the special nature of Oregon’s economy, its heavy 
reliance on the products of its wonderful forests have 
caused it to suffer heavily economically. And I am pleased 
that Oregon’s economy has been steadily improving. 

I stopped on the way in from the airport and had the 
opportunity of going through one of your great lumber 
mills. I was pleased to meet some of your fellow citizens 
from this community to see how they take the logs and 
make the lumber that we use all over the United States. 
You should be proud of those products. You should be 
proud of those people, and we are darned glad to get what 
you produce for us throughout the rest of the United 
States. 

I will not be satisfied until every Oregonian and every 
other American who wants a job can find a job. That is 
what we are after. Since August 8 (9) of 1974, when I 
was sworn in, inflation has been cut by over half, and I 
intend to get it down even further. You can look at the 
record—12 percent in August of 1974; under 3 percent 
in the first 4 months of 1976. 

Now, in addition to America’s economic stability and 
security, we are increasing America’s national security. 
We have the best-equipped, best-trained, best-led fighting 
force in the world today, and they are all volunteers. That 
isa good record. 

To make positive our military strength remains one of 
the major objectives, one of the major things that we are 
trying to do in Washington on your behalf, we must keep 
America’s strength unsurpassed. As a way to do that, in 
January of this year, I proposed the two largest military 
budgets in the history of America. 

Let me say this: Within four years, and with a solid 
mandate from you, we can finish the job and make Amer- 
ica truly secure for future generations. 

I deeply appreciate the wonderful opportunity to come 
before you today and talk about the policies that I have 
implemented—returning to peace, increasing prosperity, 
restoring trust in the White House. 

Today, America is at peace. Your sons are not being 
drafted, they are not dying in any battlefield anyplace in 
the world. My policies will maintain the peace, secure the 
peace through strength and perseverance, and leave the 
legacy of peace for our children, as well as our grand- 
children. 

I will continue my policies of cutting your taxes, ex- 
panding the private economy, reducing bureaucracy and 
useless regulation, and restraining Federal spending. 

Federal taxes are too high. We cut Federal taxes last 
year, and I have recommended to the Congress another 
$10 billion tax cut to begin July 1, including an increase 
in the personal exemption from $750 per person to $1,000. 

My policies have brought us from the depth of a reces- 
sion to a sustained recovery, and will insure that runaway 
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inflation never again robs us or our loved ones of the 
rewards of honest work and lifetime savings. 

I will pursue the steady course that has led us from war 
to peace, from recession to recovery, from cynicism to con- 
fidence, from faith to fear (fear to faith). 

Finally, I will finish the most important job—restora- 
tion of trust in the Presidency itself. I did not seek this of- 
fice, but neither will I shirk it. I need your support to in- 
sure peace, to restore prosperity, to restore the confidence 
that is so important for 215 million Americans. 

The future really belongs to those who come after us. 
Americans have always wanted life to be better for our 
children than it was for us because life for us has been bet- 
ter than it was for our parents. 

What do I see ahead for this wonderful country of ours? 
I see a strong and confident America, secure in a strength 
that cannot alone be counted in megatons, an America re- 
joicing in riches that cannot be eroded by inflation or by 
taxation. I see an America where life is valued for its qual- 
ity as well as for its comfort, where the individual is invio- 
late in his constitutional right, where the government 
serves and the people rule. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:17 p.m. 


Portland, Oregon 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
Portland International Airport. May 22, 1976 


Tue Present. Good afternoon. It is great to be in Port- 
land. We had a really wonderful stop on our first 
in Oregon, and we are looking forward to the same op- 
portunities here in Portland, and Pendleton tomorrow. 

The reason I am here is, frankly, to set forth the mes- 
sage that I think is important, the critical one in this cam- 
paign. The message is that President Ford has achieved 
the peace and has maintained it and expects to for the 
next 4 years. President Ford has turned the economy 
around so that we are now on a surging upswing from a 
recession to the kind of prosperity that America needs. 
Thirdly, President Ford has restored confidence and trust 
in the White House. 

I believe that is what the American people want, and 
I am here to ask the help and assistance of the people of 
Oregon. 

I will be glad to answer a few questions. 

Q. Presumably you are going to do rather well here. 

THE PresIvENT. Gee, that is good news. I like to hear 
that. [Laughter] 

Q. Have you reversed your views on Reagan’s ability 
to beat a President in the primaries? 
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Tue Present. We had a good day this last Tuesday 
with 65 percent of the vote in Michigan and 58 percent of 
the vote in Maryland. We think we have restored the mo- 
mentum, and we are doing our very best to keep the same 
kind of momentum going here in Oregon and the other 
five States that have the primaries. We are reasonably op- 
timistic about what is going to happen next Tuesday in all 
six States. 

Q. Do you think you will win in all six States? 

Tue Preswent. Well, I don’t like to quantify some- 
thing. I think we will do reasonably well, and we are 
certainly going to make a big effort. 

Q. What about the action of the uncommitted New 
York delegation? 

Tue Presipent. We understand that the New York 
delegation is meeting some time this weekend. That was 
done on their own, and if they take the action, we will 
get a good bunch of delegates that have been uncom- 
mitted that will come into the President Ford column. 

The Pennsylvania delegation is meeting today. I can’t 
forecast with any certainty what they will do, but I have 
a lot of friends in that delegation. 

Q. President Ford, would you say that those uncom- 
mitted delegates are largely committed to you? 

Tue Preswent. I am told that that is true. If it is 
true, I am very, very pleased. We just got some word that 
the Vermont convention was held, and we got all 18 in 
Vermont, which is better than we anticipated. 

Q. Howard Baker of Tennessee was with Ronald Rea- 
gan the other night. What about that? 

Tue Presment. As his house guest overnight, my op- 
ponent—was just typical Tennessee courtesy. I am told 
that Senator Baker wore a big Ford button all the time 
that he was being courteous and thoughtful, like all Ten- 
nesseeans are to anybody from out of State. 

Reporter. Thank you. 


noTe: The President spoke at 1:48 p.m. 


Portland, Oregon 


The President’s Remarks at a Republican Party- 
President Ford Committee Reception. May 22, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Craig, and I want to thank 
Vic and Wendell, who have been with me and who are 
here. 

It has been a great privilege and pleasure for me to stop 
in Medford. We had a tremendous welcome and recep- 
tion in their famous Library Park. 

We have had an opportunity to say hello to some other 
fine people in Oregon. And to come here to the PFC 
headquarters and to see this tremendous group, believe 
me, I am absolutely confident that we are going to win in 
Oregon by a good margin on Tuesday. 


No candidate can win—I have been through 13 con. 
gressional campaigns, I am in one now, I have gone to 
many States as we have gone down the road of these var. 
ious primaries—you can’t win unless you have the kind 
of support that comes from people like you. 

I have noticed that we have done the best where we 
have had the best organization. And I can just feel from 
shaking hands with you, saying hello, hearing about you 
from others, that you are tremendous. 

So, I thank all of you. And let me say, for the work that 
you have done and the fact that we are going to win in 
Kansas City and win in November, I pledge to you that I 
will not let you down for the next 4 years. 

I was so pleased that Betty came out here a week or so 
ago. I send her out ahead of me so she can get my votes 
up to her polls. [Laughter] And then Steve was here a 
couple of days ago, I guess, on his first—but you know 
who preceded the whole Ford family coming out to 
Oregon? Liberty came out here. [Laughter] And Liberty 
came back to Washington with nine wonderful puppies. 
[Laughter] 

But anyhow, let me take a minute or two to give you 
first-hand the theme that I am trying to spread across the 
length and breadth of this country—very directly, very 
forthright—that since I became President, we have 
restored confidence and trust in the White House. 

Since I became President, we bave turned around the 
worst economic recession in 40 years, and we are on the 
upswing toward a healthy, prosperous America. 

And, number three, since I became President, we ended 
the war. We have achieved the peace. We have the peace. 
And the programs that we have of a military strength and 
diplomatic skill will keep the peace in the future. 

We have peace. We are achieving prosperity. And we 
have restored trust and confidence. That is what the Amer- 
ican people want, and the record is clear. 

Let me add just a word or two about the three points 
that I have made. August 8, 1974, wasn’t a very good 
circumstance for this country. And when I took the oath of 
office, we had some problems. But we have had an open, 
forthright, candid, I think, an administration of integrity. 

One basic promise that I have made in all of my polit- 
ical life: I never promise more than we can produce, and 
we produce everything that we promise. 

You go back and check the economic statistics on 
August 8 of 1974—we were suffering inflation of over 12 
percent. The good news that we have gotten progressively 
is that the rate of inflation is going down. And for the first 
4 months now of 1976, on an annual basis, it is under 3 
percent. It is a 75-percent reduction in the rate of infla- 
tion. That is a good record. 

A year ago today, unemployment was rampant; em 
ployment was falling. But, in the last 12 months, we have 
regained 3,300,000 jobs. In the month of April, we added 
710,000 jobs. And the net result is, as of the last reporting 
date for April of this year, there were 86,400,000 people 
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gainfully employed in the United States—the largest num- 
ber in the history of our country. That is progress. _ 

As I said earlier, we have achieved the peace, we have 
the peace, and we are maintaining the peace. We have 
the diplomatic skill and the military capability to handle 
the problems that we foresee. 

Iam making a speech in Portland tomorrow night (to- 
night) on foreign policy, and I will discuss it in some 
depth. But I want to assure you, the United States is un- 
surpassed in military capability. Our programs for the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines are fully sufficient 
to meet any assigned missions that they have—to protect 
our national security, to deter aggression. 

And let me assure you that the United States of Amer- 
ica has the will to meet any challenges. Our mission is not 
to bully, not to back off; our mission is to go down the 
line of fairness and equity and strength and peace, and 
that is what this administration stands for. 

So I thank you all for what you have done, and I know 
that in the next 72 hours you are going to maximize your 
effort. I have seen good teams lose a ballgame in the last 
quarter. The PFC committee in the State of Oregon is 
not going to lose in the last quarter; you are going to do 
better in the last quarter. And that is the way we can 
make certain and positive that you show the way for the 
West Coast; that the momentum we have got in Michi- 
gan with a 65-percent margin and 58-percent margin in 
Maryland is the kind of momentum we are going to have 
right on through June 8 of this year. 

Thank you very much. 


note: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. in the West Ballroom at the 
Sheraton Portland Hotel. 


Portland, Oregon 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With the World Affairs Council of Oregon. 
May 22, 1976 


Tue Presipent. Edith, Mrs. Stoel, President Howard, 
Mr. Pamplin, Liza Morrison, members and guests of the 
World Affairs Council: 

It is a very great privilege and a tremendous honor for 
me to have the opportunity of participating in this pro- 
gram tonight. And one of the nicest things that I find in 
traveling around the country is seeing, getting reac- 
quainted with very good and very fine friends, such as 
Edith Green, I think she set forth much more articulately 
than I our relationship as Members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives for 20 years. 

But, let me say something concerning her, if I might 
take a minute or two. There was no person on the House 
floor who could speak more eloquently and with more 


knowledge, and more dedication in a wide variety of fields 
than Edith Green. But she was the best when it came to 
the problems and the solutions in the field of education. 
We miss Edith Green in Washington. I miss her, as Presi- 
dent of the United States, and the quality of the Congress 
suffers because of her return to Portland. 

Edith, it is a great privilege to see you, and I thank you 
for your very generous and very kind remarks. 

Not surprisingly, I would like to take this occasion to 
talk somewhat seriously about foreign policy—not the 
Truman or Eisenhower or Ford policy, nor the Acheson, 
Dulles or Kissinger policy, but the overall foreign policy 
of these United States of America. 

That is one of the things we wrote the Constitution to 
better manage, and I am entrusted at this time with the 
conduct of our relations with other countries. We cannot 
have 535 elected officials and as many more candidates 
making the critical foreign policy decisions that arise daily 
and sometimes hourly, though there is no law against any- 
body criticizing them, as I have discovered along with my 
predecessors. { Laughter] 

Domestic political tides ebb and flow, but foreign policy 
is a continuous stream. Its course is affected by changes 
in elective officials but it is mainly formed from our geog- 
raphy, our ancestral ties, our natural resources and eco- 
nomic needs, and above all, the common principles and 
beliefs on which our Nation was founded 200 years ago. 

Hard-nosed Yankee traders and persuasive southern 
planters we were then, but our foreign policy was never 
the cynical, cold-blooded calculations of our rivals, past or 
present. Americans have always looked outward, as at 
home, with generous measure of idealism. 

American foreign policy has been shaped not only by 
the realities of an imperfect world order and by events 
that we cannot control, but also by certain truths we be- 
lieve—aunalienable rights such as freedom and justice, 
self-determination, and the duty of the strong towards 
the weak, and the prosperous towards the poor. As we 
have matured and grown more mighty, we have learned 
some hard lessons in world affairs—that we cannot force 
freedom on the unwilling, that we cannot police every dis- 
tant corner or fill every empty bowl. 

We have made mistakes. We have been disillusioned. 
But we have never wholly abandoned Jefferson’s decent 
respect for the opinions of mankind, or Lincoln’s faith 
that right does make might, or Eisenhower’s that freedom 
today is indivisible. Thus, our foreign policy today is a 
mixture of the principles that unite us and make us the 
hope of freedom for others, and the practical counsel of 
George Washington that the best way to preserve peace 
is to be prepared for war. Peace through strength is 
neither a new policy nor a bad one. 

Instead of taking you around the world tonight and 
telling you how many countries I have seen and statesmen 
I have met or how many hours I have spent with the Na- 
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tional Security Council before making the tough decisions 
of the past 22 months, let me tell you how I arrived at the 
conviction I have about America’s place in the world. 

I graduated from the University of Michigan in 1935, 
torn between my lifelong dream of being a lawyer and 
making some money playing professional football. 
[Laughter] I didn’t think much about foreign affairs or 
government, or even politics. 

My first look at the Pacific Ocean was when I went 
to San Francisco to play in the Shrine East-West New 
Year’s football game. A few months later, I got my first 
look at the Atlantic. Ducky Pond offered me a job as an 
assistant football coach at Yale, and I hoped to study law 
at the same time. 

But Yale Law School had an ironclad rule against full- 
time students holding jobs, and it took 2 years. I took one 
summer off in 1940 to campaign for Wendell Willkie, 
my first involvement in the political system. 

War clouds over Europe and Asia were darkening our 
own skies, and Willkie was right in saying America was 
part of One World. We felt in our hearts that the United 
States should stand with the forces of freedom and de- 
cency against Hitler’s outrages, but we had grown up in 
the wake of the First World War, and maybe this time 
America ought to mind its own business. 

I had just hung up my Yale diploma in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, when Pearl Harbor was attacked, and soon I 
was back to the Pacific again. For me and millions of 
others, that was a drastic turning point. 

We returned from World War II determined to build 
a peace that would last for our children and their chil- 
dren. We were convinced this could only happen if the 
United States assumed its full responsibility of leadership 
in the world. We considered that a very small price com- 
pared to the sacrifices our comrades had made. We went 
home to convince our friends as well as our neighbors. 

We knew then, as we know today, that only through 
the strength and staying power and firm purpose of Amer- 
ica could peace be maintained and freedom secured. 

I ran for Congress in 1948 on a policy just like that, 
of strength and responsibility and perseverance in the 
face of the new Communist challenge, and that is still 
my position today. 

United States foreign policy must never be made by 
an elite establishment nor bent to the fears of a frustrated 
few. It must reflect the real purposes of the American 
people when they follow their very finest instincts. 

There are issues of tremendous complexity and equally 
great opportunity on our international agenda for the 
next 4 years. I cannot cover all, but will discuss several. 

Let’s talk first about our relations with the Soviet 
Union, with which we are negotiating in a number of 
areas to improve stability between the superpowers and 
further reduce the danger of a runaway nuclear arms 
race and the risk of thermonuclear holocaust. Take SALT 
II, the talks on limiting strategic nuclear weapons. Both 


j 


sides have more than enough of these terrible weapons to 
deter any attack by the other side. But in the absence of 
any agreements, the requirement to avoid strategic infer- 
iority has impelled both sides to keep on building more 
systems at a tremendous cost. 

What are we trying to agree to? A maximum figure for 
strategic missile launchers and bombers that either side 
can have ready for use at any given time. At Vladivostok, 
for the first time, I got the General Secretary, Mr. Brezh- 
nev, to agree to equal numbers for us as well as for them. 
For years previously the Soviets had insisted that their 
situation required that they have more than we. The stra- 
tegic weapons of our NATO allies wouldn’t be counted 
against our own total. 

What is more, the numbers we agreed on require them 
to destroy some existing strategic systems and allows us 
to finish our present program. If they want to build new 
ones, they must scrap the same number of old ones. That 
was a good deal for the United States, and I am darned 
proud of it. 

So, what are we hung up on at the present time? The 
fundamental remaining issue is how to deal with certain 
new systems—we call them gray area systems—which 
are capable of either strategic or tactical use. We are 
working hard right now to resolve the problem in a way 
which preserves the interest of both sides. 

If we succeed, I will promptly send the negotiated 
treaty to the Senate for full public scrutiny and public 
debate. The same is true of the peaceful nuclear explosion 
agreements, which were concluded earlier this month after 
18 months of highly technical negotiations. For the first 
time since they exploded an atomic device, the Soviets 
have agreed to allow Americans on their territory to in- 
spect large-scale peaceful explosions and make sure that 
they are not secret weapon tests. 

There is an historic breakthrough for more certification 
procedures to insure that nuclear agreements are being 
lived up to. It is a good deal for the United States, and 
again I am proud of it. I intend to sign it in a simultaneous 
ceremony in the very near future. 

Finally, we are continuing negotiations to reduce the 
NATO and Warsaw Pact forces that face each other all 
across central Europe. This is the only place where Amer- 
ican and Russian ground forces are positioned literally 
eyeball-to-eyeball and thus involves the danger of trigger- 
ing a direct confrontation. 

The issues are very complex in these mutual and bal- 
anced reductions of forces talks which involve our allies 
in NATO and the members of the Warsaw Pact. Progress 
has been slow, but we intend to continue them because 
agreements would enhance military stability in Westem 
and Eastern Europe at lower force levels. That would 
permit us to bring some of our troops home from Europe, 
as well as to reduce the level of allied forces on both sides. 

Any agreements we reach in areas I have discussed will 
require Senate debate and ratification. Any suggestions 
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that we are doing something in secret or not taking a 

tough line is just so much nonsense. We are as tough as 

anyone can be without junking the possibility of an 
ment. 

Whenever I get a good agreement for a safe world, you 
can be sure I won’t pass it up for any political advantage 
or disadvantage. 

Turning from direct arms negotiations with the Soviets, 
let’s look for a moment at the Middle East. There we are 
determined to maintain the momentum of the Sinai agree- 
ment, in which the leaders of both Egypt and Israel 
trusted the United States sufficiently to take an historic 
first step toward a peace settlement after decades of dis- 
trust and four costly wars. 

We have demonstrated our friendship and fairness to- 
ward a moderate Arab State, and at the same time strong- 
ly reaffirmed our commitment to the security and to the 
survival of Israel. 

Only the United States can exercise such influence for 
peace and stability in this very volatile region, and I am 
proud of the progress that our country has contributed in 
this very difficult area. 

Finally, there is Africa. It contains a wealth of resources 
and many newly independent nations. It commands the 
sea lanes of the South Atlantic and the Indian Ocean, and 
the Soviets are interested in all these things. 

When we tried by a relatively small amount of military 
aid without involving a single American soldier to help 
the two authentic elements in Angola against the Soviet- 
sponsored faction, Congress said no, you can’t spend a 
penny to save Angola. That was last December. 

Our own political paralysis, the military success of 
Cuban mercenaries in Angola, an increased Soviet in- 
volvement accelerated the trends toward radicalism and 
violence in Southern Africa. So, I sent Secretary Kissinger 
on another mission. This time not to restore peace but to 
try to prevent a race war from breaking out. 

The cooperative programs he proposed for economic 
aid were important, but more important was the message 
to black Africans that America cares, that we oppose dom- 
ination of that continent by any outside power, and that 
we support for their new nations the same principles we 
proclaim for our own 200 years ago—self-determination, 
majority rule, and the full protection of minority rights. 

If anybody cautioned me that taking prompt diplomatic 
countermeasures to check Soviet involvement and Cuban 
adventurism in Southern Africa would have a political 
spinoff at home, I didn’t listen very long. We did what 
was right, what was necessary, and there was no time to 
lose. So far, it has worked out well, and Secretary Kissinger 
deserves credit instead of criticism. 

I could list a lot of other foreign policy programs, and 
the daily decisions that they bring to the Oval Office, but 
the long and short of it is United States foreign policy is 
a tough job, one that goes on all the time and can’t be put 


on the back burner every time we have one of our free 
elections every 4 years. 

It isn’t a job for babes, and it isn’t a job for bullies. 
When I first became your President 22 months ago, I 
mentioned to all nations, friend and foe alike, an unin- 
terrupted and sincere search for peace. I will neither re- 
treat nor mark time nor shorten my stride in continuing 
that search. 

I promised that America would remain strong and 
united but that our strength would remain dedicated to 
the safety and to the sanity of the entire family of man, 
as well as to our own precious freedoms. The modernized 
and reinforced weapons systems I have proposed in my two 
record defense budgets will be dedicated to freedom and 
sanity as long as I am President. 

I remember President Eisenhower saying that only the 
brave are strong and only the strong are free, and I also 
remember President Kennedy saying that cold January 
day we must never negotiate from fear, but we must never 
fear to negotiate. 

Whenever the United States has serious disagreements 
with other sovereign nations, we have really only two 
choices—to fight about it or to talk about it. Threats are 
not only risky, but rather old-fashioned in today’s world. 
I will not hesitate to use force when it is clearly required 
to protect American lives and American interests, but I 
will make no threats I cannot carry out in full comprehen- 
sion of the cost. Every President has that grave responsi- 
bility to the people that he serves. 

I am proud of my leadership in the foreign policy of the 
United States. I intend to go on trying to do what is right 
for America and what is right for all mankind. We are at 
peace. No Americans are dying on any battlefield tonight. 
There are no international wars, though there are many 
areas of tension and serious danger. 

We have suffered a few setbacks, tragic ones, and some 
disappointments in the course we have taken since World 
War II, but we have not had World War III. We have 
built a solid alliance of free peoples across the North At- 
lantic. We have made friends and partners of former foes 
in Europe as well as in Asia. We are expanding trade and 
cooperation with the nations washed by the Pacific. We 
have strengthened our traditional ties with France, Can- 
ada, Mexico, Central and South America. Over the past 
30 years since we came home from the Pacific and other 
theaters of war to make a better world, we have not blown 
up civilization, and we have preserved our freedom. 

There is more contact among peoples and more com- 
munications among governments—a greater sharing of 
ideas, knowledge, and cultural richness than ever before in 
the history of the entire world. The levels of human help, 
learning, and economic well-being are rising almost every- 
where. Surely we must be doing something right, and I 
intend to go on working for a better world. 
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Our adversaries are still determined to defeat us and 
bring all nations into conformity with their system in which 
almost any means are justified if they advance that ulti- 
mate victory. But we have no reason to fear their com- 
petition as long as we remain strong and true to our princi- 
ples, our system, which has already proven its superiority 
in every way. As we must never lose our vigilance, neither 
must we ever lose our vision. 

Thank you very much. 

I thank you very, very kindly, and I would now be glad 
to answer any questions from the audience for a few 
moments. 

QUESTIONS 


Q. Mr. President, I have a question, please. 

THE PrEsIvENT. Yes? 

Q. Normalization of relations with the People’s Repub- 
lic of China was begun by your predecessor, and it is as of 
yet incomplete. The exchange of Ambassadors will cer- 
tainly create many adverse reactions in certain areas, par- 
ticularly with Moscow and the Taipei Government in Na- 
tionalist China. What, in the future, will your position be 
on this issue? 

Tue Present. Well, in 1972 when we reopened the 
doors between China and the United States, a Shanghai 
communiqué was issued which called for the gradual 
movement of better relations, broader relations, deeper 
relations, aiming at some point to normalization of 
relations. 

I believe very strongly—having been there in 1972, 
again having gone back in 1975—that it is important for 
the United States to have a broadened relationship with a 
nation that geographically is the largest in the world, and 
800 million-some people. 

The progress of that relationship is on schedule, It will 
continue on schedule as long as I am President. We will 
meet any of the problems you mentioned at the appro- 
priate time, but so far the relationship is constructive, on 
schedule and, when we have any problems of the kind you 
are mentioning, we will meet them and handle them. 

Q. Mr. President, Cornell and Harvard Universities 
have recently said a cure for spinal cord injuries is possible. 
I am sure that you will agree that research on spinal cord 
regeneration is desperately needed. The National Founda- 
tion for Paralytic Research is attempting to raise funds. 
Would you help us to walk again, people like us all ‘over 
the world, by funding money to this very worthwhile 
cause? 

Tue Present. I didn’t hear the last part. 

Q. Would you help people like us all over the world to 
walk again by funding money for this very worthwhile 
cause? 

THE Present. Let me say, just the earlier part of this 
week I met in Washington with a young man—he came 
from the West, I have forgotten his name—who had a 
tragic injury, and he was selected as the young man or in- 


dividual of the year to represent those like himself, as well 
as yourself. I indicated to him at that time that we had 
gotten the Veterans Administration, where many of these 
cases are treated, more money and we are putting a greater 
emphasis on that program in the VA. 

I hope that we can broaden our efforts. I am sure you 
are familiar with the fact that this young man went to the 
Soviet Union and had an operation there because they are 
allegedly further ahead in this area than we. He came back 
feeling that that operation conducted in Moscow had been 
helpful and beneficial to him. 

So, that is one of the reasons why it is good for us to have 
an exchange, whether it is in medical matters or in cultural 
matters or in trade matters or anything else. And I can 
assure you that we, in the executive branch of the govern- 
ment, will do all we can funding-wise and otherwise to 
help in the kind of a case you mention. 

Q. Mr. President, my question is that on May 12, the 
Chancellor of West Germany, Chancellor Schmidt, in the 
Bundestag, called for trade and economic policies of Helj- 
mar Schacht. He was Financial Minister to Hitler and 
praised the economical policies of Hitler. 

That hideous statement was not covered in the United 
States press. I am sure you are familiar with it. I wonder if 
you could please comment on that? 

Tue Preswent. I don’t think it is appropriate for me 
to involve myself in the internal political life of another 
country. I would have to, in addition, before commenting, 
if I did, read the whole text of what Chancellor Schmidt 
said and not a part, as indicated by you, because it might 
have been taken out of context. 

Q. Mr. President, I have a question about Africa—in 
specific, Rhodesia. This last week there was an article in 
Time Magazine that had a commander in the Rhodesian 
army who made a statement that Kissinger was 6 months 
too late in Africa in his addresses and so on and our policy 
there. If this statement is correct, why were we late? 

Tue Present. We wouldn’t have been late at all—if 
we are late—if the Congress had supported us with the 
minimal amount of money in letting us support the two, 
what I say were authentic Angolan forces—the FNLA and 
the UNITA. But that tragedy did interfere with any ef- 
forts that we could make at an earlier date. And, in addi- 
tion, Secretary Kissinger went there not only for the pur- 
poses of trying to prevent the radicalization but also to 
present a very comprehensive program to the United Na- 
tions—trade, and so forth, UMPTA—which he did, 
which was a very dramatic and I think a very constructive 
program, which was embraced by the leaders of virtually 
every one of the African nations. 

So, it was a combination of circumstances—one, the 
situation in Angola; and secondly, the scheduled meeting 
of the UMPTA organization. There was nothing deliber- 
ate on our part. It was simply a circumstance beyond our 
control, I don’t believe, however—or don’t agree, I should 
say—with the observation of the Rhodesian that you quote 
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because I think we have gotten a moderate African nation 
to turn back from radicalism and come back to a respon- 
sible position. And I think we have blunted the most radi- 
cal elements in Southern Africa, and the situation is in- 
finitely better today than it was 6 months ago. 

Q. Mr. President, I have resided in the city of Port- 
land for more than 40 years. I am a citizen of this great 
nation, which I am very proud of, and I am Honorary 
Councilman for the Republic of Lebanon for the last 20 
years. All my life that I have been in this great nation I 
have been commended for the beautiful Lebanon 
culture—and everything that goes with it. _ 

I am sure you are aware of it. It just breaks my heart 
and I know every American that I know in this city here, 
they call me, they see me, they see the news in the paper 
and just don’t know what to say to me. What are we do- 
ing in a country that has been pro-western, pro-United 
States that would let that country be destroyed little by 
little? I would appreciate a comment on that, Mr. 
President. 

THE PresIwENT. You are exactly right. The tragedy in 
Lebanon is one of the saddest situations that has taken 
place in my lifetime. Up until a year or a year and a half 
ago Lebanon was the epitome of stability and strength. 
It was the most secure and prosperous nation in the Mid- 
dle East by any standards. 

You know as well, if not better than I, that there has 
been a very arbitrary division between the Muslims and 
the Christians within their government. The President 
had to be of one faith and the Vice President had to be 
of another faith. 

The situation began to deteriorate and then outside 
forces began to involve themselves, and the net result was 
we have had about 20,000 killings. It is just sad, but it 
got on a roller coaster and about 6 weeks ago I sent one 
of our most able retired Ambassadors, who just retired 
about a year ago—Dean Brown—over there to see what 
we could do in an affirmative way to bring the Christians 
and the Muslims together and to try to keep all outside 
forces away from this situation. 

He was there. He had contact with President Fran- 
gie. He had contact with all of the other elements, and 
we were successful in restraining the Syrians from coming 
in in any major force. And if they had come in in a major 
force, I am certain that the Israelis would have countered 
with a major force of their own. 

So, we had to keep Syria out as best we could with 
any regular forces. We had to keep Israel out because that 
would have countered with a major force of their own. 

So, we had to keep Syria out as best we could with any 
regular forces. We had to keep Israel out because that 
would have ignited another Syrian-Israeli war. We, I 
think, have gotten the best and seemingly the most per- 
manent cease-fire. The net result is that perhaps the newly 
elected President, Mr. Sarkis, will be able to take over, 
and we hope that Mr. Jumblatt will support him. We 
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hope that the Syrians will give some support; the Israelis 
will stay out. 

There have been some newspaper stories today which 
you may or may not have read to the effect that the new 
Lebanese Government has asked that the French send in 
a very limited force to help stabilize the situation until a 
central government can be reestablished. Whether that 
will take place or not, I can’t tell you. But we have a new 
President, we are hoping that they can establish a viable 
central government, that the outside forces will stay out. 

I could go on with the complexities because you have 
the Egyptians favoring one element of the Palestinians 
and the Syrians favoring another element of the Palestin- 
ians, and you have the Israelis involved indirectly. It is 
the most complex situation today I think in the world. 
Slowly but surely we are making—TI don’t mean we 
alone—but substantial headway is being made. And I 
just hope with patience and perseverence we can sort it 
all out and restore Lebanon to the great role that it had 
for a good many years. 

Q. Mr. President, my name is not important, but my 
question is. What will be the role of covert intelligence 
operations in U.S. foreign policy in the future? 

Tue Present. I believe under the reorganization of 
the intelligence community, which includes the CIA, the 
Defense Intelligence Agency, and any other intelligence 
departments in our government, the reorganization that 
I instituted to guarantee the protection of individual 
rights, and that there will be a central control of the in- 
telligence community with a group of three that will have 
supervisory responsibilities for any criticisms or any objec- 
tions, will take care of the overall intelligence operations. 
That is on the affirmative side. 

Now, you asked the question, in effect, should the 
United States undertake any covert operations. In my 
opinion yes, if it involves our national security. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. We have time for one 
more question. 

Q. Mr. President, may I ask you to state your stand, 
please, on the controversial Panama Canal issue? 

Tue Present. Following the riots that resulted in 
24 deaths in December of 1964, where 20 Panamanians 
and 4 Americans were killed, President Johnson under- 
took negotiations with the Government of Panama to see 
what could be done to negotiate a long-term treaty that 
would involve, during the terms of the treaty, the United 
States having defense responsibilities and the right to 
maintain and operate the Canal. Those negotiations con- 
tinued under President Johnson during his term of office 
and likewise under President Nixon. They are still con- 
tinuing. 

I believe that the United States should negotiate an 
affirmative agreement that will make certain that our na- 
tional interests are protected and that we have the right 
of free access to the Panama Canal. 
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Now, there are some who say we should break off nego- 
tiations. I think that would be foolhardy because it is in- 
evitable, if those negotiations were terminated, that we 
would have a resumption of the riots that took place in 
1964. It is inevitable there would be sabotage of the 
Canal, and every military leader that I have talked to says 
that sabotage of the Canal is a very easy military opera- 
tion. It is inevitable that every Latin American country— 
25, with some 309 million Latin Americans—would be on 
the side of the Panamanians and against us. And, in- 
evitably, there would be riots and bloodshed. 

We can avoid that if we negotiate a responsible Canal 
treaty of long-term duration well into the next century 
and, in the meantime, we keep our national defense needs 
and requirements so that they are protected. And, as long 
as I am President, they will be protected. 

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 8:30 p.m. in the Pamplin Sports Cen- 
ter at Lewis and Clark College. 


Portland, Oregon 


The President’s Remarks at the Commencement 
Exercises of Warner Pacific College. May 23, 1976 


Dr. Gilliam, Senator Hatfield, my good friends and former 
colleagues in the House of Representatives, Edith Green 
and Les Arends, members of the class of 1976, faculty 
and guests: 

Let me congratulate the wonderful choir. Those of us 
who are so incompetent in that area greatly admire and 
appreciate those who are so good. Congratulations. 

I am honored to address this year’s commencement 
exercises at Warner Pacific College. I congratulate today’s 
graduates. I also congratulate the parents, families, and 
friends, and President Gilliam and the faculty of this very 
fine school. I know that they must all be proud, as I am, 
to see another group of young Americans well-educated, 
well-prepared to take their place in our Nation’s life. 

As President, I am constantly aware that the ultimate 
authority of our republic is not in the White House; it is 
in the people. That is why I want to finish my most im- 
portant job—restoring the public’s trust in the Presidency 
itself. I did not seek this office, but neither will I shirk it. 

When I became President, as you were about to start 
your junior year, this country was faced with very serious 
problems. Underlying those problems was a crisis of con- 
fidence in our government, a crisis of spirit among our 
people. America had been buffeted about for more than 
a decade with shocks to its system that would have 
crippled a lesser country—political assassinations, a long 
and frustrating war, riots in our streets and on our cam- 
puses, economic distress, scandals at the highest levels. 


In the few hours before this responsibility was suddenly 
thrust upon me, I was asked what verse I wanted the 
Bible open to when I took the oath of office. I turned to 
the Bible, which had been given to me when I became 
Vice President by my oldest son, Mike, who is a divinity 
student in Massachusetts. Ever since I was a little boy 
I have used a very special verse in the Bible as a prayer, 
I am sure that many of you are familiar with it. It comes 
from the Book of Proverbs and it says, ““Trust in the Lord 
with all thine heart, and lean not unto thine own under- 
standing. In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall 
direct thy path.” 

That was the verse that I placed my hand upon when 
I took the oath of office, administered to every President 
since George Washington. These words have meant very 
much to me as I confronted the problems of this country. 

When I received your invitation to address Warner 
Pacific, I welcomed the opportunity to address an institu- 
tion that encourages civic virtues based upon the highest 
spiritual values. 

I agree with Theodore Roosevelt’s observation that “to 
educate a man in mind and not in morals is to educate a 
menace to society.” Too much of our education today 
caters to the ego of the individual rather than the true 
growth of the human personality. I am therefore very 
gratified that excellent institutions such as Warner Pacific 
continue to inspire individual growth. 

Our national life has reached a point where we must 
recover transcendent qualities of spirituality and morality. 
I know of no better way for Americans to achieve personal 
and social regeneration. Franz Kafka wrote earlier in this 
century that “the fathers of the church were not afraid 
to go out into the desert because they had a richness in 
their hearts. But we, with richness all around us, are afraid 
because the desert is in our hearts.”” As you today begin 
a new phase in your lives, I count on you to discover a 
spiritual richness in your hearts. America relies upon such 
an inward quest far more than an outward reach to the 
moon or even to the stars. 

We have come a long way in 200 years. Our first cen- 
tury was one in which we perfected our free system of 
government. Our second century saw the growth of the 
most productive economic system of all time, with wealth 
more widely shared. What do I see for our third century? 
I see it as the century when the individual regains and 
enlarges his personal freedom. Men and women must 
prevail over the endless agencies and organizations that 
would reduce human beings to computerized abstractions 
and program people into numbers and into statistics. 

I place a very high premium on creativity, originality, 
and your right to differentiate yourself from the mass. 
Today’s mounting danger is from mass government, mass 
education, mass technology. I am determined to prevent 
conformist pressures from smothering individual expres- 
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sion or stifling individual opportunity. Individualism must 
stand as the sentinel of 1976 against the monolithic threat 
of sameness in our society. 

Never forget that in America our sovereign is the citi- 
mn. The government and institutions exist to serve the 
people. The State is the servant of the individual in that it 
must never become an anonymous monstrosity that mas- 
ters everyone and is responsive to no one. These proposi- 
tions are the foundations of our Bicentennial. 

My vision of America’s third century is one of an era of 
achievement rather than apathy, of fostering the ennobling 
and transcendental qualities of the individual spirit rather 
than building huge new bureaucracies. 

Two centuries of sacrifice and struggle, of conflict and 
compromise, have won an unprecedented measure of 
political and economic independence for each of us. I am 
proud to be the President of a free government that can 
check and balance its own excesses. I am proud of our free 
economic system, which corrects its own errors, controlled 
by the marketplace of free and enlightened consumers. 

I am especially proud of the role of free education in 
preserving individuality. Today, I challenge educators, 
students, and graduates to regain the commitment that 
made America great. Each generation brings a new spirit 
of competition, new reservoirs of enthusiasm, new respon- 
siveness to the humanitarian needs of others and regener- 
ated pride in personal independence. 

Your generation bears a very special task, the preserva- 
tion of individualism. But you do not bear that task alone. 
You bear it with your families, your communities, your 
schools, and your churches. Americans have the highest 
living standard ever obtained by a nation of this size, but 
if our material strength is to have any meaning whatso- 
ever, we must seek moral and spiritual growth. 

Each generation faces new difficulties and new chal- 
lenges. Surely, we have no less needs of an abiding faith 
than did the Oregon pioneers who established a new life 
in the American wilderness. We have no less need of faith 
than the American colonists when they flung their chal- 
lenge of independence in the face of the world’s most 
powerful empire. We have no less need of faith than your 
fathers who found no atheists in their foxholes. 

The faith of our fathers is living still in America today. 
It will live as long as freedom rings in this land of liberty. 
In the stirring words of “America,” “long may our land be 
bright, with freedom’s holy light, protect us by thy might, 
great God our king.” 

Thank you very much. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. in the Center for Chris- 
tian Ministries Auditorium. Following his remarks, the President 
was presented with an Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters Degree. 
After the commencement ceremony, the President attended a recep- 


tion in the Egtvedt Lounge at the college where he greeted 
trustees, faculty, and special guests. 


Pendleton, Oregon 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
Pendleton Municipal Airport. May 23, 1976 


Tue Preswent. I have had a wonderful day and a half 
in Oregon. I had a great time in Medford, and we had a 
delightful time in Portland. And now it is wonderful to be 
in the sunshine here in Pendleton. 

The message that I am trying to get across here in 
Oregon as well as throughout the United States is very 
direct—that in the last 21 months, under the Ford admin- 
istration, we have made a great deal of progress. 

When I took office we had many, many problems. The 
problems were the restoration of confidence in the Gov- 
ernment, particularly the White House. We were faced 
with some very serious economic problems. We were faced, 
also, with problems overseas that had to be resolved. 

In the 21 months that I have been President, confidence 
and trust have been restored in the White House. We have 
met successfully the economic problems that included in- 
flation of over 12 percent. We have reduced it to 3 percent 
or less for 1976. We have added 3,300,000 jobs in the last 
12 months—710,000 jobs in the last month alone. We are 
well on the way to a surging economic prosperity. And I 
believe that during the 21 months, we have achieved the 
peace, we are maintaining it, and we expect to continue it 
during the next 4 years. 

I appreciate the very warm welcome I have had in 
Oregon. It has been a delightful time, and we look forward 
to an optimistic result on next Tuesday. 

I will be glad to answer a few questions. 

Q. In 1978, the moratorium ends on diverting water 
to the Southwest. I am wondering what your stand as 
President would be if this issue comes before Congress 
again? 

THe Preswent. When I was in the Congress, I sup- 
ported the present arrangement. Unless the evidence is 
overwhelming to the contrary, I would support it in the 
future. 

Q. The latest delegate count puts you ahead 

Tue PresipenT. That is very encouraging news. We 
had a good day yesterday. I think the momentum has 
turned very directly on our side. We hope to keep the 
bandwagon rolling so we can have a first ballot victory 
in Kansas City. 

QO. yet, there are reports you are deemphasizing 
in California. Is that true? 

Tue Preswenr. Not at all. I am going to spend 2%4 
days in California. We are going to make a very major 
effort in California. 

Q. In your plan to cut away 4 years of redtape—you 
mentioned industrialists and farmers—how long do you 
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think it is going to take your plan to help the little fellow 
with the corner grocery or the average small businessman 
in a town the size of Pendleton? 

THE Preswent. As we make an overall approach to 
the deregulation on a broad scale, and as we try in the 
next 4 years with the proposal that I have submitted to 
the Congress, I think you can see some real progress. It 
will take the cooperation of the Congress. We expect 
to get it, because I think the American people want it. 

Q. Ronald Reagan says the attitude of the Attorney 
General apparently signifies some sort of change in at- 
titude of the administration toward busing. What is the 
attitude now of your administration toward busing? 

Tue Preswent. There is no change in my attitude. 
I have been totally opposed to court-ordered, forced bus- 
ing to achieve racial balance, because that is not the 
right way to get quality education. The Attorney Gen- 
eral is investigating the possibility of filing an amicus 
curiae proceeding, as far as the Supreme Court is con- 
cerned. He will make the decision, if the facts justify it, 
and he will report to me when he has made that decision. 

But the basic attitude of the Ford administration is the 
same as it has been in the Congress and in the White 
House. Quality education is not achieved by court-order- 
ed, forced busing. 

Q. Mr. Reagan hit your agriculture policy very hard in 
his visit here yesterday. He said we must return to a free 
market system in agriculture. 

Tue Preswent. During this administration, we have 
had a free market system. We have sold more of our farm 
commodities overseas in my 2 years in office than any 
time in the history of the United States. 

Last year we sold about $22 billion worth of American 
agricultural commodities overseas, an all-time record, and 
in 1976 we expect to do even better. We believe that the 
farmers are prospering because of our strong export pro- 
gram, and we have exported more American commodities 
during the Ford administration than at any time in the 
history of American agriculture. 

Q. Can you maintain your delegates lead after Tuesday, 
the six primaries on Tuesday? 

Tue Preswent. I think we will. 

Thank you very much. 

Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1:19 p.m. 


Pendleton, Oregon 


The President’s Remarks at the Pendleton Memorial 
Armory. May 23, 1976 


My dear friend, the former Governor and former Sena- 
tor from the State of Idaho, Len, I want to thank you 


for coming from Idaho, for bringing a number of people 
from that great State to greet me here at Pendleton. I 
only wish that I had the time to stop in Idaho, and I hope 
and trust that you will express to all of your literally thou- 
sands of friends in Idaho my very best wishes. And tell 
them that I appreciate their support and will not let them 
down. 

Mr. Mayor, distinguished guests, fellow Americans: 

At the outset, let me express my deep appreciation to 
the fine Pendleton band. You are great. I am grateful, 
and God bless you. 

May I express my gratitude to the Seever family. That 
is great, great music. I have a very special family reason 
to thank the Seever family. Our third son, Steve, is trying 
to become a rodeo rider, a bronco buster, whatever you 
call them. [Laughter]. He is just a beginner. He won't 
like me to classify his skill in that way, but a few months 
ago he got a Seever saddle. He has been doing a lot better 
ever since. 

I flew out here yesterday morning to spend 4 days cam- 
paigning, meeting people on the West Coast, and my very 
first stop was right here in the great State of Oregon. I am 
glad to be here. I know you are always glad to be in 
Oregon. This is God’s country. 

Some States have mountain ranges; some border on the 
ocean. Some have fertile and productive lands, broad for- 
ests, sparkling rivers. In some you can ski, in others you 
can swim, but here in Oregon, you got it all. 

My message to all of you in this beautiful spot here today 
in Pendleton can be summed up in a very few words. As 
much as I believe in a strong and prosperous American 
automobile industry, I have come here to say that this year 
is absolutely no reason whatsoever to trade in your reliable 
Ford for a flashier model. 

Let me tell you why I am asking you, my fellow Ameri- 
cans, for your support. I have done a good job under the 
toughest kinds of circumstances, and I would appreciate 
your wholehearted support. We have achieved and main- 
tained the peace, moved America on the road to pros- 
perity, and we have restored the confidence and trust in 
the Presidency of the United States. 

I ask you for a mandate here in Oregon—and the 
American people—to finish that job in the next 4 years. 

Peace, prosperity, and trust are my record of perform- 
ance since I became your President. It is a record achieved 
against almost insurmountable obstacles. Consider where 
we were in the very first few months of my Presidency. 
You will recall vividly, as I can, some well-known econ- 
omists, some labor and political leaders who were predict- 
ing that we were heading into a deep depression, that 
unemployment would exceed 10 percent, and that we 
would have all kinds of troubles for the next months and 
the next years. 

They alleged that only massive Federal spending by the 
Government in Washington could avert a catastrophe. 
Inflation had soared at an annual rate of over 12 percent. 
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Interest rates were going out of the roof. Far too many 
Americans were being laid off, and too few could find new 
‘bs. 

‘ Just about a year ago, we hit the bottom of our worst 
recession in 40 years. Many were urging me to push the 
panic button. 

The Congress—the economy was bothering them as it 
was bothering me. The economic downturn set off a 
clamor in the House, as well as in the Senate, for huge 
emergency Federal subsidies and for more and more 
and more and bigger and bigger Federal programs, which 
inevitably would have added significantly to our deficit 
and contributed even greater to the inflation that we were 
suffering. 

The prophets of gloom were wrong. Because I had the 
faith in the American economy and faith in the American 
people, I knew they were wrong. We didn’t panic. We 
didn’t lose our cool. I never lost sight of a deeply held 
belief that I have, that a government big enough to give us 
everything we want is a government big enough to take 
from us everything we have. 

In those difficult months, we resisted big spending 
schemes that would have caused larger and larger Federal 
deficits and even far more destructive inflation. We re- 
jected the discredited techniques of all politics, of tax and 
tax, spend and spend, elect and elect. 

Instead, we pursued a calm, constructive, effective pol- 
icy to insure America’s economic health not just for an 
election year, but for the long, long pull; for us, yes, but 
more importantly, for the young people that I see in this 
great arena here today. And that is what America is all 
about. 

We had that deep-seated faith of the American system, 
that private enterprise would regain its strength. And as a 
result, we meet here today not in the gloom of a recession 
or a depression, but in the full surge of an economic 
recovery. 

One very major contributor to the strong economic 
recovery we are experiencing is the success, the tremen- 
dous contribution and success of American agriculture. 
And the State of Oregon has played a very major role in 
that progress and that success. And as I flew from Portland 
here, it was one of the most enjoyable, one of the greatest 
experiences to see your fields, your equipment, and to see 
what all of you do to make America the productive and 
successful economy that we have. And we thank you very, 
very much, 

Admittedly, we have a long way to go in certain areas— 
beef production—we have to do better, and we will. But 
I say that overall farm exports are being traded at a record 
volume; farm income is at an all-time high. We have 
reached a major agreement with the Soviet Union which 

will insure for the period of the next 5 years, a minimum 
of 6 million metric tons—a new market, a good market, 
and Oregon will contribute very significantly, tremen- 
dously in that regard. 


Last year, talking about exports, we exported the crops 
of the farmers of America to the extent of $22 billion, and 
in 1976 we are going to export more and more of the 
bounty of America’s agriculture. And your contribution is 
tremendous. 

To make sure that good Oregon wheat and other farm 
products are produced for future generations and by those 
generations, I have proposed legislation raising the estate 
tax exemption from $60,000 to $150,000. But I have 
added to that, a stretch-out of estate tax payments at low 
interest rates over a 25-year period. But even more impor- 
tantly, in the proposal that I have made to the Congress, 
the transfer of assets between husband and wife will be tax 
free. That will not only help the family farms of Oregon, 
but family businesses as well. There is no reason that these 
wonderful family enterprises should be sacrificed just to 
pay the tax collector. And if I have my way, it will be 
yours and not the tax collector’s. 

These family enterprises have helped us turn our econ- 
omy around in the right direction for the past 21 months. 
America’s new prosperity cuts across every segment of our 
economy. 87,400,000 Americans are gainfully employed, 
they are on the job today—an all-time record, and we 
should be proud of it. 

We will create more jobs by following your local ex- 
ample in generating new jobs in the private sector where 
five out of six jobs in America today exist and are 
available. 

Inflation has been cut by more than half during the 
past 21 months, and we will keep the pressure on so that 
we won't have that kind of inflation threatening our econ- 
omy in the future. 

And let me point this out, if I might: In August of 
1974, inflation was 12 percent; for the first 4 months of 
1976, the annual rate of inflation is 3 percent or less. That 
is a 75-percent reduction, and we should be proud of that 
record, also. 

I vetoed 49 bills that Congress sent me, and 42 of those 
bills have been sustained, saving the taxpayers of America 
$13 billion. That is progress, and for the benefit of the 
families, that is about $200 per family in America. And if 
the Congress keeps on sending to me the big spending, 
budget-busting bills, I will use my veto again and again 
and again. 

It is about time you got to spend your money the way 
you want to spend it, instead of letting the Congress 
spend it for you. I am determined that your tax dollars 
work as hard for you as you work for them. I want the 
Government to spend less and tax less. 

Last year, we reduced Federal income taxes. That was 
sound public policy. This year, I proposed another $10 
billion tax cut to begin July 1, which would raise the per- 
sonal exemption from $750 per individual to $1,000 per 
person. That is what we want. 

Right now, it looks like the Congress would rather 
spend that $10 billion and almost $8 billion more, rather 
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than let you keep it so that you could decide for yourself 
how that money should be spent. But let me assure you I 
will fight the Congress every step of the way to get your 
tax relief that you deserve. It will be good for America, 
as well as for you individually. 

I deeply appreciate this wonderful opportunity to come 
before you today and talk about the programs that have 
returned peace, increasing prosperity and trust to Amer- 
ica. Today, America is at peace. There are no American 
boys fighting any.vhere on the face of the world, and I 
intend to keep it that way. 

Our military strength remains unsurpassed. We have 
the best equipped, the best trained, the best led fighting 
force in the world, and they are all volunteers. Your sons 
and your husbands are not being drafted under the Ford 
administration. 

I will maintain the peace as I have achieved it. I will 
secure that peace through strength and through perse- 
verance and leave that legacy of peace for our children 
and for their children. 

I will continue my policies of cutting your taxes, ex- 
panding the economy, reducing bureaucracy and useless 
regulation, and restraining Federal spending. My policies 
have brought us from the depths of a recession to a sus- 
tained economic recovery and will insure that runaway 
inflation never robs us or our loved ones of the rewards of 
honest work and lifetime savings. 

Finally, I will finish my most important job—restora- 
tion of trust in the Presidency itself. As your President, I 
will promise you no more than I can deliver and deliver 
everything that I promise. 

I need your support to insure peace, increasing prosper- 
ity and trust for the future. The future belongs to those 
who come after us. Americans have always wanted life 
to be better for the children than it was for us, because 
life for us has been betier than it was for our parents. 

What do I see ahead for this wonderful country, the 
United States of America? I see a strong and confident 
America, secure in a strength that cannot alone be 
counted in megatons and a nation rejoicing in riches that 
cannot be eroded by inflation or by taxation. 

I see an America where life is valued for its quality 
as well as for its comfort, where the individual is invio- 
late in his constitutional rights, where the government 
serves and the people rule. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. in the Happy Canyon Arena 
at the Pendleton Memorial Armory. 


Pendleton, Oregon 


The President’s Remarks at a Reception for Agricultural 
Organizations. May 23, 1976 


THE Presipenrt. Let me thank all of you for coming here 
not only for the meeting outside, but to have an oppor. 
tunity to meet you personally and to say a few words. 

I can’t express deeply enough my appreciation for what 
American agriculture has done for our country. I know 
that we have had some ups and downs in agriculture, I 
can remember when I first went to the Congress, back in 
January of 1949. We had for the next 10 to 15 years— 
maybe longer—tremendous surpluses that depressed your 
market; that resulted in the Department of Agriculture, 
in effect, having too great a role in how you ran your farms 
and how you handled your crops. 

The programs that have been in effect for the last sev- 
eral years, I think, are a major step forward in giving 
agriculture the opportunity to do what they do so well— 
to produce—and to permit us as a country to maximize 
our exports overseas. 

Let me tell you how significant your contribution is. 
In 1973, the United States paid about $7 billion to $8 
billion for foreign oil. Last year, the United States paid 
for foreign oil about the same amount in quantity, but 
$35 billion—from $7 billion or $8 billion up to $35 
billion. 

If we had not had the exports of American agriculture 
that we have had the last 2 or 3 years, this country would 
be in very, very sad economic condition, because the ex- 
pansion of American exports abroad—corn and wheat 
and soybeans and all of the other crops—if we hadn’t had 
the benefit of your hard work, your skill, and your produc- 
tivity, the United States would have been in very, very 
serious condition now economically. 

So although many Americans don’t understand or 
don’t, therefore, appreciate your contribution, as Presi- 
dent, on behalf of them, I want to thank you, because 
America is better today because of what you here in Ore- 
gon and what others have done—in North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Texas, Oklahoma, Washington. The great pro- 
ductivity in wheat and corn and soybeans has been a sig- 
nificant factor, if not one of the major factors, in the ability 
of America to turn the economy around in the last 12 
months. : 

So I thank you, and 215 million other Americans thank 
you from the bottom of our hearts. 

I would be glad to answer any questions. 

Q. Mr. President, will labor stop our exports any 
more? 

Tue Present. They certainly won’t, and I think 
you are raising a question that others have raised. The 
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allegation has been made without fact or foundation that 
President Ford capitulated to some labor leaders. 

Let me tell you, I vetoed the situs picketing bill, and 
that wasn’t something that they appreciated very much. 
So let me assure you that there is no circumstance that I 
can foresee, none whatsoever, that there will be any limi- 
tation on the exports of American agriculture, certainly 
as far as the next 4 years. 

So I say to you that nobody, labor or any other segment 
of our society, is going to interfere with the kind of things 
that must be done to help feed the world, to help our 
farmers make an honest living and a prosperous living, 
and to give the American people the kind of prosperity 
that I think we can achieve with the kind of programs we 
have today. 

Q. Mr. President, is the administration keeping a close 
watch on the meat imports? 

Tue Preswent. We certainly are. We have just about 
consummated the import limitation that will set, I think, a 
figure that will be very sound. I think it will be construc- 
tive. The announcement on that should be forthcoming 
very shortly, and I think it will be effective and I think it 
will be helpful. 

Well, let me thank you all. I can’t express deeply 
enough my appreciation for you all taking a Sunday after- 
noon. It is a pleasure for me to meet you. 
note: The President spoke at 2:30 p.m. in a reception room at the 
Pendleton Memorial Armory. Following his remarks, the President 


attended a reception for Republican Party guests in the Armory 
foyer. 


El Toro Marine Corps Air Station, 
California 


The President’s Remarks Upon Arrival. 
May 23, 1976 


Mr. Szacren. Mr. President, we know that you are a 
former athlete and avid sports fan, and it gives me great 
pleasure on behalf of the IAT, the professional track as- 
sociation, to present you with a pair of running shoes. 
These running shoes have helped athletes run, win, and 
maintain or accomplish their ultimate goal in sports, and 
we hope they will help you run a good race and obtain 
your ultimate goal of reelection. Thank you. 

Tue Preswent. Bob, those look great. [Laughter] I 
can run faster and jump higher and do better in Califor- 
nia. That is why I am here, and I deeply appreciate your 
being here and your thoughtfulness. This is a good way to 
make a rapid finish, and we are going to do it in Kansas 
City and then in November. 

But it is nice to be in California. We had a wonderful 
trip up in Oregon. We are looking forward to spending 2 
days here or so in California. We expect to make a real 
strong—and I think optimistically—fight here in Califor- 
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nia. We believe that the leadership of the President Ford 
Committee in California is excellent. 

We have a good many friends, because I have been in 
California a good many times. I have worked with the 
Members of the Congress from California. I have worked 
with your State people. I believe that with the kind of 
programs that we have where we have achieved the 
peace, maintained the peace and have the prospects for 
peace in the future; where we have turned the economy 
around, where we are on the way to a solid and prosperous 
America; where we have restored public confidence and 
trust in the Government—these are the programs that 
are of interest to and supported by the American people. 

So the time that I will be here in California will be de- 
voted to talking to as many people, doing as strongly as we 
can, the persuasion of the people in this great State that 
the President Ford administration is a good one for Cali- 
fornia as well as for the country. Thank you very, very 
much. 

You might have a question or two. 

Reporter. Mr. President, do you expect to have any 
contact in any form with former President Nixon? 

THE Presiwent. I have nosuch plans. 

Q. After Kansas City, how do you propose to bind up 
the wounds of the Republican Party from the primary 
battles? 

Tue Presiwent. I think those are wounds that can be 
taken care of. At least as far as I am concerned, the Re- 
publican philosophy and the Republican Party is broad 
enough to take care of any pre-convention problems, and 
I will do my best to achieve that. 

Q. Mr. President, what kind of strategy will you use 
against Mr. Reagan here in his own State? 

Tue Present. I didn’t hear it all. Would you ask it 
again, please? 

Q. What type of strategy will you use against Mr. 
Reagan here in his own State? 

Tue Preswent. I think I have laid it out. We will talk 
about the affirmative achievements and accomplishments 
of the Ford administration in the last 22 months. Those 
are the accomplishments that have appealed to the Ameri- 
can people, and I believe those are the kinds of programs 
that the American people want for the next 4 years. So, 
we will be talking affirmatively in that regard. 

Q. Mr. President, what do you propose as an alterna- 
tive to forced busing? 

THE Preswent. The alternatives are well set forth in 
what we call the Esch amendment. The Esch amendment, 
which was approved when I was a Member of the House 
of Representatives, and I signed it as a law in late 1974, 
provides a list of alternative steps which, if the courts of 
this country would follow, they wouldn’t get down to the 
last one, which is forced busing to achieve racial balance. 

The courts, in my judgment, have to look at the guide- 
lines prescribed by the Congress. The Congress is interested 
in quality education, as I am, and they—the Congress— 
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are also against segregation. But we can find a way for 
quality education if we follow the Esch amendment, and I 
hope and trust that the courts will in the future. 
Reporter. Thank you. 
Tue PresmentT. Thank you all very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:30 p.m. 


Mission Viejo, California 


The President’s Remarks at the Flag Dedication 
’ Ceremony on the 10th Anniversary of 
Mission Viejo. May 23,1976 


Thank you very, very much, Dick. I could have used 
these rules and orders in the House of Representatives 
for the 25 years that I had the privilege and honor of 
serving there. I think these rules might be quite helpful 
if I sent it up to Capitol Hill right now. [Laughter] 

Thank you, Dick, Congressman Chuck Wiggins, Phil 
Riley, Wendy Edgren, honored guests, ladies and gentle- 
men: 

I really look forward to being with you here today in 
this wonderful community. Mission Viejo is an exceptional 
community. What a great high school marching band, 
and the drill team is awfully good, too, and I hope to hear 
the Diablos again in Washington next month. 

Being a swimmer myself, I am impressed by the num- 
ber of championship swimmers that Mission Viejo pro- 
duces. I am gambling that you will prove it again in the 
Olympic trials this summer. 

As one of the new towns in the United States, Mission 
Viejo stands out because of your tremendous community 
being built entirely with private funds. I congratulate Phil 
and all of the others who have had a part in doing this 
without the aid and assistance—with the initiative of all of 
you in this tremendous location in this wonderful atmos- 
phere. I enjoy the opportunity of being with you this 
afternoon. 

During the 10 years that you have grown, I understand 
you have handled your own problems with your own 
money, and boy, you can be proud of that. What you have 
accomplished here is what I have been trying to do with 
the Federal Government. You have been a little more suc- 
cessful than I have. [Laughter] But what we have been 
trying to do is keep the govern.nent from interfering with 
the free enterprise system and allowing people to do what 
they want to do with their own lives. 

A little more than a year ago our economy was in the 
worst recession in 40 years. Unemployment was climbing, 
inflation was running at a rate of better than 12 percent 
per year. The prophets of gloom and doom were arguing 
that the only way to solve the problem was massive Fed- 
eral spending programs. They said that would save us. I 
didn’t agree, and I don’t agree today. 


I opposed more and more, bigger and bigger Federal 
spending programs. I am sure they would have created 
more deficits, and I am certain they would have added to 
our inflationary pressure. And we didn’t want that under 
any circumstances. 

Because we kept the lid on spending, because we had 
great faith in the free enterprise system, we have reduced 
the annual rate of inflation in the last 22 months by over 
50 percent. We have increased national employment by 
3,300,000 jobs in the last 12 months. We have broken the 
back of the recession. We are on the road to rising prosper- 
ity, renewed trust, and lasting peace. 

Our government should spend less and tax less at the 
Federal level, and that is what I am trying to do for us, 
Last year we reduced Federal income taxes, and I have 
proposed an additional tax cut of $10 billion to take ef- 
fect on July 1. This proposal would increase the personal 
exemption from $750 per person to $1,000 per person, 
That would achieve some equity in the Federal tax system. 

But in order to do that, let’s be honest and frank. We 
have to keep a tight control on governmental spending, 
a balanced budget. If we do that, we can have more tax 
reductions by 1979. And I want to make sure in the proc- 
ess that we make your tax dollars work as hard for you 
as you did for them. 

There is no reason that the Federal Government should 
continue to grow. The larger it gets, the more distance be- 
tween it and between the citizens it is supposed to serve. 

Most of us work hard for our living. Most of you have 
worked from early youth, and your children are begin- 
ning to participate in the work ethic. And the financial 
decisions affecting you and your family should be made 
right here, not by some distant Federal Government. 

I am working to restore the local government for local 
people. You have a better capability, a wiser judgment to 
make these decisions right here in Mission Viejo than 
some bureaucrat on the banks of the Potomac. 

In this Bicentennial Year,. our challenge is to foster 
the basic appreciation we have always had for the Ameri- 
can home, the American family, the moderation of the 
relationship of the government to the governed, and con- 
tinued American strength throughout the world. 

In the first century of our great country, our Govern- 
ment was devoted to the establishment of a strong and 
stable and fair and equitable system of government. It was 
a unique experiment in self-government by the people. 

In the second century of our country, it was a century 
of industrial progress in which America became the most 
powerful nation in the history of mankind. As we became 
the most productive nation, we found that our growth 
created the problems of big business. In the process the 
individual became dominated by huge institutions of all 
kinds—mass government, mass labor, mass industry, and 
mass education. 

As I see the third century of our wonderful country, I 
see it as one in which we return responsibility to the i- 
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dividual, to encourage all Americans to help themselves. 
And as I travel around America it is easy to see most of 
us want a renewed personal responsibility to each other 
and to the Nation as a whole as active citizenry makes a 
vital nation. It may sound awfully trite, but we have been 
letting Uncle Sam do it far, far too long. I am for cut- 
ting out the unbearable Washington redtape, rolling up 
our own sleeves and doing it for ourselves. 

Some Americans have been disillusioned and some have 
become skeptical, and I can understand it. But I have 
found, as I travel from one State to another, that the 
great majority of us want to make things right in America. 
What we want to do is best for our society and for our 
country. We want to live up to that great heritage that 
our ancestors gave us, as a free and independent country 
and a free and independent people. In response to that 
desire I want to devote my efforts to confidence and trust 
in our institutions, a task that must succeed if we are to 
rebuild our faith in the future for our children, our grand- 
children and the country that we love so much. 

We have made a good start. We will work together, 
you and I. But I promise you I will deliver. In return, I 
need your help, your simple strength, discipline, maturity, 
truth. 

Let me say this in conclusion: Certain things are tem- 
porary; some things are permanent. In 200 years our be- 
liefs have not changed in America. This is still a country 
where the government serves and the people rule. 

Thank you very, very much. 


+ wer The President spoke at 6:08 p.m. at the Mission Viejo High 
ool. 


Laguna Hills, California 


The President’s Remarks at Rossmoor Leisure World. 
May 23, 1976 


Ernie Billman, Congressman Chuck Wiggins, Evelle 
Younger, ladies and gentlemen: 

It was my great privilege 4 years ago to speak at Leisure 
World when I was a Congressman and, at that time, the 
minority leader of the House of Representatives. I was 
tremendously impressed in 1972, just like I am tremen- 
dously impressed here in 1976 by the energy and by the 
Vitality and by the wonderfully warm and friendly recep- 
tion I am getting here, and I thank you very, very much. 

Before coming to this part of the visit to Leisure World, 
I stopped and saw some of the people shooting pool, I 
stopped off and saw some of the people dancing and lis- 
tening to music, I stopped by and saw that famous band 
of expert musicians, and it is just wonderful to see some 
friendly faces that I have met and to see some that I have 
seen over the years. It is obvious to me that Leisure World 
must be the busiest place in Orange County. [Laughter] 


I think what you have proven really is that retirement 
need not be a retreat from life but a fresh opportunity to 
do all the things that you have always wanted to do, and 
it is good to see each and every one of you taking full ad- 
vantage of that great opportunity. 

My message here today can be summed up in a very 
few words. As much as I believe in a strong and pros- 
perous American automobile industry, I have come here 
to say that this year there is absolutely no reason whatso- 
ever to trade in your reliable Ford for a flashier model. 
[Laughter] 

But let me tell you seriously why I am asking you, my 
fellow Americans—not only from California but from all 
over the country—why I am here to ask for your support. 
I am doing it because I think I have done a good job un- 
der very difficult circumstances, because we have main- 
tained the peace, we have moved America on the road to 
prosperity, and we have restored confidence and trust in 
the Presidency itself. 

I am coming to California, I am going to work hard 
going the length and the breadth of this great State to see 
as many people as I can and to give the message I hope 
to give here, as well as elsewhere, because I want a man- 
date from California and a mandate from the American 
people and all other 49 States to finish the job that I 
started August 9, 1974. 

I want to continue the assurance of dignity, the security 
and the quality of life experienced by our older Amer- 
icans. For more than 40 years, America has made a very 
firm commitment of support for our older citizens in our 
society, not only for those who need help but those who 
have earned a retirement income during their working 
years. 

As you all know, there are serious problems facing our 
social security system. These problems have been building 
up over the years and conveniently passed by and not at- 
tacked or not solved by either one administration or an- 
other, or one Congress or another. Unless my reforms that 
I recommended to the Congress in January of this year 
are adopted, the Social Security Trust Fund will run a 
deficit in this 12 months of $3,500 million, and the next 
year the deficit will be $4 billion, and the next year the 
deficit will be larger and larger. 

It is unconscionable that the Congress has failed to face 
up to the hard facts of life. And, believe me, let me assure 
you of one thing, very emphatically: My administration 
intends to preserve the integrity, the solvency of the social 
security system for your benefit and for that of all working 
Americans now as well as in the future. 

Let me assure you, it would have been very easy in 
January for the Ford administration to duck the problem 
as others have. But I decided to prevent a decline in social 
security trust funds, which now pays out far more benefits 
than it receives in taxes. I proposed a small payroll tax 
increase—three-tenths of 1 percent—applying both to 
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employers as well as employees. Under this plan, the larg- 
est increase for any person paying or any employer paying 
would be less than $1 per week. 

It seems to me that this proposed tax increase, which 
will help to stabilize the trust fund, would give us the feel- 
ing of good conscience, doing the right thing regardless of 
any political consequences so that current and future 
recipients will be fully assured of the benefits that they 
have earned and that they are entitled to. And I believe 
that the American people, knowing that 33 million people 
have now earned and are receiving retirement benefits 
and literally millions will come into the same circum- 
stances, this country made a commitment, this country 
must carry out that commitment. And the Ford adminis- 
tration isn’t going to play politics with this problem. 

And I add, as many of you I am sure know, I recom- 
mended in my budget for the next fiscal year the full cost- 
of-living increase in social security benefits. I think this is 
the proper thing, the move that is required if we are to 
keep faith with those in our society who have earned and 
retired. 

And let me say, I have also proposed major improve- 
ments in the Medicare program to make it serve you bet- 
ter. One of the most important improvements would pro- 
vide for the full payment of all but a very small fraction of 
the cost of catastrophic illness and extended care. 

There is no reason whatsover that older Americans 
should have to go broke just to get well or to stay well in 
the United States of America. 

Under my proposals the individual contribution to 
Medicare would go up slightly. But consider what the in- 
crease would provide. Nobody eligible for Medicare would 
have to pay more than $500 a year for hospital or nursing 
home care or more than $250 a year for physician service. 
Medicare would pay the rest. Whether it was $1,000, 
$10,000, or $50,000, I think it is a good program, and I 
would appreciate your support. 

Our problem is the Congress. The ruinous economic 
burden of catastrophic illness is one thing, if this passes, 
you will never have to worry about again. You deserve it, 
and the country ought to enact it, and it ought to be on 
the statute books. 

Now, let me ask you or say to you, there are several 
other programs that I have requested that the Congress 
authorizes which should be of some special interest to 
older Americans. One would ease the burden of estate 
taxes. While the value of the dollar has eroded, our system 
of estate tax law has changed very little since the 1930’s. 
To restore fairness and equity, I have proposed increasing 
the present $60,000 estate tax exemption to $150,000. I 
have also proposed that if there is any tax yet remaining 
after the increase to $150,000, that the payments be ex- 
tended over a period of 25 years with a very minimum 
amount of interest paid on an annual increment that you 
pay to the Federal Treasury. 


But, the third and probably the most important in. 
gredient is how it affects married couples. At present, as 
many of you know, I am sure, transfers of assets between 
husbands and wives are often subject to substantial tax. 
ation. I have proposed legislation which would make those 
transactions or transfers totally tax free. 

This commonsense, equitable treatment of assets of a 
husband and wife is far too long overdue, and I hope and 
trust that the Congress of the United States will respond 
this year before they end their session sometime before the 
next election. 

Now, if I had to sum up the record of my administra- 
tion in just a few words it would be peace, which we have 
achieved and we are maintaining; prosperity, which we 
are accomplishing ; and trust and confidence of the Amer- 
ican people. 

Today, America is at peace. Less than a year ago we 
were still at war. Today, we are at peace, and there are no 
American boys fighting anywhere on the face of the globe, 
and I intend to keep it that way. 

I will maintain that peace, secure that peace through 
strength and perserverance, and leave that legacy of peace 
for our children and our grandchildren. We will accom- 
plish it and pursue it because we have the military capa- 
bility to carry out any mission that is required for 
the deterrence of aggression or to, under any circum- 
stance, protect our national security. 

Let me say the continuance of my policies of cutting 
your taxes, expanding the private economy, reducing 
bureaucracy and useless regulation, and restraining spend- 
ing—these are the hallmarks of the Ford administration. 

If you look back at the record of the last 22 months, 
my policies have brought us from the depths of the re- 
cession to a sustained recovery, and will insure that run- 
away inflation never again robs us or our loved ones of the 
rewards of honest work and lifetime savings. 

Let me ask you, do you recall in August of 1974 the cost 
of living was at a rate of 12 percent or higher. And it is 
good to report to you that for the first 4 months of 1976 
the cost of living is rising at a rate of 3 percent or less. 
That is a 75 percent reduction in the cost of living. I think 
that is a darned good record that we should be proud of. 

You will recall that shortly after I took office there were 
those prophets of gloom and doom who were saying that 
we were about to have a depression, that unemployment 
would go over 10 percent, that we had to do something 
with a quick-fix action, that the Congress had to spend 
more and more money with bigger and bigger deficits. I 
decided that wasn’t the right course of action. I felt there 
was a better answer, to put a great deal of more faith and 
trust in the great economic system that has taken this 
country from 13 poor, struggling colonies to the greatest 
nation in the history of mankind. So, we fought the Con- 
gress day in and day out. 

Incidentally, I vetoed 49 spending bills. Forty-two of 
them have been sustained, saving the American taxpayer 
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$13 billion. That is a pretty good record. Let me add as a 
ript; if the Congress sends down some more budget 
busting bills, I will veto them again and again and again. 
But finally I want to finish my most important job— 
restoration of trust in the Presidency itself. As your Presi- 
dent, I will promise no more than I can deliver and I will 
deliver everything that I promise. 

In the months ahead, I need your support to ensure 
peace, prosperity, and trust for the future, the future that 
we owe to our children and to our grandchildren. Ameri- 
cans have always wanted life to be better for our children 
than it was for each and every one of us, because life for 
us has been better than it was for our parents. 

What do I see ahead in this great country of ours? I see 
astrong and confident America, secure in a strength that 
cannot be counted in megatons and a nation rejoicing in 
riches that cannot be eroded by inflation or by taxation. 
Isee an America where life is valued for its quality as well 
as its comfort, where the individual is inviolate in his con- 
stitutional rights, where the government serves and the 


people rule. 
Thank you very, very much. 


note: The President spoke at 7:30 p.m. 


Anaheim, California 


The President’s Remarks at the Annual Convention of 
the California Peace Officers Association. 
May 24, 1976 


Ev, Congressman Chuck Wiggins, Sheriff Larry Gillich, 
members and guests of the California Peace Officers 
Association: 

I am deeply grateful for the opportunity to be intro- 
duced by my good friend, Evelle Younger, and I am de- 
lighted to have an opportunity to be in the congressional 
district so ably represented by my long and very good 
friend, Chuck Wiggins. 

It is also a great privilege and honor for me to address 
this convention of the Peace Officers of California. Your 
daily struggle to keep the peace and combat crime has 
won the well-deserved praise of the people of California. 

I am delighted to add my words of support and grati- 
tude for the great success and fine efforts by each and 
every one of you. In a special sense, the goals of your 
service and mine are precisely the same—to make life 
secure for our fellow citizens. 

As President for the last 21 months, I have been work- 
ing at home and abroad to lay down a solid, secure 
foundation for America as our Nation enters its third 
century. That will be a century for individual freedom 
and achievements and self-fulfillment. I see it as a century 
in which Americans will build on all of the great accom- 


plishments of our first 200 years. But to do that, Ameri- 
cans must be secure in their homes and in their streets 
and in their jobs and in a peaceful world. It must be a 
century of security for all Americans wherever they live, 
they work, or wherever they play. 

Consider the real concern of so many Americans about 
the problems of crime. Let us start with the great Pre- 
amble of our Constitution, which seeks “to insure domes- 
tic Tranquility.” 

Law makes human society possible. It pledges safety 
to every member so that the company of fellow human 
beings can be a blessing instead of a threat. 

Do we provide that domestic tranquility which the 
Constitution seeks? If we take the crime rates as an indi- 
cation, the answer has to be no. Violent crimes on our 
streets and in our homes make fear pervasive. They strike 
at the roots of our community life. They make citizens fear 
one another. 

The time has come for society to act in its own self- 
defense. As a first important step, I strongly favor the use 
of the death penalty in the Federal criminal system in 
accordance with proper Constitutional standards. The 
death penalty, in certain circumstances, should be imposed 
upon the conviction of sabotage, murder, espionage, and 
treason, and I think most Americans support that 
approach. 

In murders involving substantial danger to the national 
security or when the defendant is a cold-blooded, hired 
killer, the use of capital punishment is fully justified. 

The harsh fact is that passivity and permissiveness in- 
vite crime and that the certainty of punishment prevents 
crime—and I mean positive, swift, and just punishment. 

We all recognize the criminal justice system need not 
be vindictive to be effective. As President, I will give no 
comfort to those who make false allegations of police bru- 
tality. I will not excuse the real brutality that exists in 
America today—the brutality of hoodlums in the streets 
of our cities throughout the United States. 

Millions and millions of our citizens, including the 
elderly and the poor, lock themselves in their homes, fear- 
ing violence. I would, instead, lock up the criminals who 
make them afraid. A legal system that is exploited by the 
criminal but ignores his victim is sadly out of balance. I 
ask your help and that of all Americans in restoring that 
balance. 

The great majority of crimes constitute violations of 
State laws and, therefore, under our Constitution, the 
responsibility for dealing with them rests primarily on 
local officials. The Federal Government, however, can 
serve as a model by firmly and justly enforcing its own 
laws and by improving the quality of the Federal criminal 
justice system. 

We recall in this Bicentennial Year, that our Found- 
ing Fathers adhered to the dictum of John Locke: “Where 
there is no law, there is no freedom.” The overwhelming 
majority of Americans are law-abiding citizens. It is a 
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hard core of law-breakers who commit a very large por- 
tion of all crime. 

A recent study in one major metropolitan area re- 
cently showed that within one single year more than 200 
burglaries, 60 rapes, and 14 murders were committed 
by only 10 individuals. 

A great many serious crimes are committed by re- 
peaters. You know that probably better than I. Such crim- 
inals, duly tried and convicted, must be removed from 
our society for a very definite and specific time. A law- 
abiding majority in America has its rights, and those rights 
should be given full weight on the scales of justice in 
America. 

With very few exceptions, I strongly advocate man- 
datory minimum sentences for individuals who commit 
crimes or offenses involving the use of a dangerous weapon 
or who commit such grave offenses as aircraft hijacking, 
kidnaping, and dealing in hard drugs, and for repeated 
offenders who commit Federal crimes that harm or en- 
danger others. 

The way to reduce criminal use of handguns is not to 
disarm law-abiding citizens. I am totally opposed to the 
registration of guns or gun owners. The way to reduce 
criminal use of handguns is to impose mandatory sentences 
for gun crimes, to prohibit the manufacture and sale of 
“Saturday night specials,” and to concentrate our re- 
sources for enforcement in high crime areas. 

Last July, I recommended to the Congress, as my good 
friend Chuck Wiggins knows, a bill to achieve these ob- 
jectives, and I urge and strongly advocate action by the 
Congress to act immediately and without harassing the 
lawful gun owner. 

Another important cause of the violent crime that 
plagues Americans and makes a major contributor to the 
soaring crime rate is drug abuse. The time has come to 
step up our fight, sharpen the weapons in our arsenal, and 
launch a new and a far more aggressive attack against this 
insidious enemy. The cost of drug abuse to this Nation 
is absolutely staggering. 

Every year, more than 5,000 Americans die from direct, 
drug-related causes. Every year, more than 170,000 in- 
juries can be directly traced to drugs. Every year, the 
problem of drug abuse costs up to $17 billion. 

Significantly, the greatest bulk of this $17 billion is 
money lost through crime. Law enforcement officials esti- 
mate that up to one-half of the robberies, muggings, bur- 
glaries, and other forms of property crimes are committed 
by addicts to support their expensive and debilitating 
habit. It is a real tragedy. And I pledge to you today that 
I will spare no effort to crush the menace of drug abuse. 

Clearly, as we look at the picture today, our first defense 
must be directed at our own borders to clamp down on the 
illegal flow of drugs from foreign sources. Since today, 80 
to 90 percent of the current flow of heroin comes across the 
Mexican border, we must expand our crackdown in that 
area, and we will. 


I will not recite the added activity that the Federal 
Government is undertaking in this area, but I can assure 
each and every one of you that it is being directed right 
from the White House. 

Our efforts, however, must not stop there. We must ac. 
celerate our law enforcement efforts throughout our own 
country. 

Despite all the rhetoric of recent years, I do not believe 
that we have yet succeeded in making it tough enough for 
drug traffickers. The people who traffic in hard drugs are 
nothing less than merchants of death and should be put— 
and I mean put—behind bars for a long, long, long time. 

Justice Department studies show that more than a 
quarter of those convicted of narcotics trafficking do not 
spend a single day in jail. The extraordinary laxity that 
sometimes exists was illustrated recently in a case when 
law enforcement officers arrested 31 people, most of whom 
were major violators responsible for a very large ship- 
ment of her: in to the United States. Nineteen of those 
arrested weic immediately freed on a $500 personal re- 
cognizant bond, even though their offenses were punish- 
able by 15 years in jail. 

All but two of the 19 had long, long arrest records, and 
one was on parole for a narcotics offense. This is unforgive- 
able and completely indefensible. We have to close legal 
loopholes that permit traffickers to escape the Federal pen- 
itentiary. Those who live off the misery of others must 
pay the price, and the higher the price, the better, as this 
President sees it. 

Above all, we must always remember that law enforce- 
ment alone cannot win the war on crime. The combined 
efforts of the Federal Government, State, and local au- 
thorities will be of little use unless the American people 
1ally to fight the scourge of crime within their own 
communities. 

I am particularly encouraged by the citizens coalitions 
against crime that are cropping up all over the United 
States. Here, as in other law enforcement areas, California 
is in the forefront. The 50,000 volunteers in the neighbor- 
hood watch program in the city of Los Angeles have been 
able to cut crime substantially. In Vallejo, not a single 
member of the home alert program had their homes bur- 
glarized during all of 1975. 

Americans have always stood united. Americans have 
always stood strong against all enemies. Crime and drug 
abuse are enemies that we can overcome, but there must 
be a very deep, personal and a deep national dedication 
to that goal. 

If I had to sum up the record of my administration in 
just a few words, it would be peace, prosperity, and trust 
in America. 

Today, America is at peace. Your sons are not being 
drafted, and they are not dying on any battlefield. I want 
to maintain the peace, advance the peace among all na- 
tions, secure the peace through strength and perseverance, 
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and leave that legacy of peace for our children and their 
children. . 

] will continue my policies of the last 21 months of cut- 
ting your taxes, expanding the private economy, reducing 
bureaucracy and useless regulation, and restraining Fed- 
eal spending. These policies have brought us from the 
depths of a recession to a sustained recovery and will in- 
sure that runaway inflation never robs our loved ones of 
the honest work and their lifetime savings. 

I want to pursue a steady course that led from war to 
peace, from recession to recovery, from cynicism to confi- 
dence, from fear to faith. Finally, I want to finish the most 
important job—restoration of trust in the Presidency 
itself. 

As your President, I will promise no more than I can 
deliver, and I will deliver everything that I promise. The 
reason that I am in this race—and I am in it to stay—is to 
insure peace, prosperity, and trust for the future of the 
215 million Americans. 

The future belongs to those of us who come after you 
and myself and our fellow Americans. We Americans 
have always known that life will be better for our chil- 
dren than it was for us, because life has been better than 
it was for our parents and our grandparents. 

What do I see ahead for this wonderful country? I see 
astrong and confident America, secure in a strength that 
cannot alone be counted in megatons, and a nation rejoic- 
ing in riches that cannot be eroded by inflation or by 
taxation. 

I see an America where life is valued for its quality as 
well as its comfort, where the individual is inviolate in his 
constitutional rights, where the government serves and 
the people will rule. 

Thank you very much. 
noTE: The President spoke at 8:50 a.m. in the Grand Ballroom 
of the Sheraton Anaheim Hotel. 

In his opening remarks, the President referred to Evelle Younger, 
attorney general of California, Representative ‘Charles E. Wiggins, 


of California, and Sheriff Larry Gillich, president of the California 
Peace Officers Association. 


Treaty on the Non-Proliferation 
of Nuclear Weapons 


Statement by the President on the Japanese Diet’s 
Approval for Ratification of the Treaty. May 24, 1976 


I welcome the Japanese Diet’s approval for ratification 
of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weap- 
ons, This action is a singularly important event in the life 
of the Treaty, which is a pillar of international efforts to 
prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and to contribute 
to the broader goal of nuclear arms control. 
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Japan, one of our closest allies, has one of the world’s 
most extensive peaceful nuclear programs. Ratification of 
the Treaty will clearly add to the Treaty’s vitality and ef- 
fectiveness and to the extension of the international safe- 
guards regime. It should also facilitate Japan’s peaceful 
nuclear endeavors and enhance Japan’s influence on nu- 
clear arms control. 

As I have frequently stated, our efforts to prevent nu- 
clear proliferation are receiving high priority. I am en- 
couraged by the progress being made in this field. We are 
thus especially gratified by this further demonstration of 
Japanese dedication to the same goal. We trust that 
Japan’s example will encourage yet broader adherence to 
the Treaty and its objectives. 


NOTE: The statement was released in Anaheim, Calif. 


White House Fellows 


Announcement of Appointment of 17 Fellows for the 
1976-77 Program. May 24, 1976 


The President today announced the appointment of 
17 persons as White House Fellows. This is the twelfth 
group since the creation of the program. 

The Fellows were chosen at the culmination of a 6- 
month-long selection process from among 2864 appli- 
cants and represent the best of the Nation’s rising leader- 
ship. They begin their year of service with the Federal 
Government on September 1. 

The White House Fellowship competition this year is 
the most rigorous since the first year of the program a 
decade ago. Just under 41,000 requests for applications 
were filled compared with 28,000 last year; and appli- 
cations increased from 1,380 in 1974, to 2,307 in 1975, 
and to 2,864 this year. Appointed today were: 


Raout H. Acard, 35, formerly of Monterey Park, Calif., major, 
U.S. Army, attending the U.S. Army Command and General 
Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kans. 

Cuar.es A. ANSBACHER, 33, of Colorado Springs, Colo., conductor 
and musical director, Colorado Springs Symphony Orchestra. 

W. ANDERSON Barnes, 32, of Columbia, Md., senior development 
director and assistant vice president, The Rouse Co. 

B. Porter Briccs, Jr., 35, of Little Rock, Ark., president of Briggs 
Associates. 

Davin J. Creary, 34, of Bloomington, Minn., opportunities assess- 
ment manager, 3M Company, St. Paul, Minn. 

GeERALDINE V. Cox, 32, of Portsmouth, R.I., technical coordinator, 
environmental programs, Raytheon Oceanographic & Environ- 
mental Services. 

Marte T. Dias, 33, of Dorchester, Mass., executive director, Chil- 
dren’s World Day Care Center, Inc., Boston, Mass. 

WituiaAm J. Drummonp, 31, formerly of Los Angeles, Calif., pres- 
ently bureau chief, Los Angeles Times, Jerusalem, Israel. 

Wa ter M. Fieperowi1cz, 29, of Ridgefield, Conn., attorney, Cum- 
mings & Lockwood, Stamford, Conn. 

Donatp H. Hamer, 34, of Evanston, IIl., associate professor of pub- 
lic management, Northwestern University, Graduate School of 
Management. 
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Gait E. Kiapper, 32, of Denver, Colo., attorney, Davis, Graham & 
Stubbs. 

Kar N. Lee, 30, of Seattle, Wash., assistant professor of environ- 
mental studies and political science, Institute for Environmen- 
tal Studies, University of Washington. 

Susan E. Maceg, 31, of Seattle, Wash., director, Office of Women’s 
Rights, city of Seattle. 

Mary L. Myers, 30, of Pierre, S. Dak., director, Division of Human 
Rights, State of South Dakota, Department of Commerce and 
Consumer Affairs. 

Jane G. Pisano, 32, of Washington, D.C., assistant professor, School 
of Foreign Service, Georgetown University. 

Jupy M. RosenstTreicu, 32, or Waterbury Center, Vt., state repre- 
sentative, State of Vermont, Montpelier, Vt. 

Lynn A. ScHENK, 31, of La Jolla, Calif., attorney, San Diego Gas & 
Electric Co., San Diego, Calif. 

The White House Fellowship program was established 
in 1964 to provide outstanding young Americans with 
firsthand experience in the process of governing the Na- 
tion. It is open to U.S. citizens from all occupations and 
professions who are no less than 23 and no more than 35 
years of age by the commencement of the Fellowship year. 
Employees of the Federal Government are not eligible, 
with the exception of career Armed Forces personnel. 

In addition to their educational assignments with the 
Vice President, members of the Cabinet, and members of 
the White House staff, the Fellows participate in an ex- 
tensive seminar program that typically includes some 300 
off-record sessions with top government officials, scholars, 
journalists, and leaders from various other segments of 
private life. 

Leadership, intellectual and professional ability, and a 
commitment to community and nation are the broad cri- 
teria employed in the selection process. 

Applications for the 1977-78 program will be avali- 
able in August, 1976. Application forms and additional 
information on the program can be obtained by sending 
a postal card to the President’s Commission on White 
House Fellowships, Washington, D.C. 20415. 


Las Vegas, Nevada 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
McCarran International Airport. May 24, 1976 


THE PresipENt. Good morning. It is great to be in Las 
Vegas. I have been here a good many times, not only in 
Las Vegas but in Reno, and had a nice trip up to Elko a 
few years ago. 

It is a day for good news for us. We just got the results 
from the meeting in New York where they came out 119 
for Ford and 18 for my opponent, and I think 15 uncom- 
mitted, which takes us up very close to 700 in the delegate 
count. We are very optimistic. 

Of course, the six primaries that are being held tomor- 
row, including the one in Nevada, are very important. We 


are here in Nevada to see some old friends and to do all 
that we can to stimulate a good vote on my behalf tomor. 
row. We think we have a fighting chance. We have great 
leadership in Bob List and the former mayor of Las Vegas, 
Oran Gragson, and we have a number of other people 
that are strongly supporting my candidacy. 

We are here for the purpose of setting forth the mes. 
sage that I think most Americans support—that the Ford 
administration has restored confidence in the White 
House; the Ford administration has turned the economy 
around from a recession of a year ago to a situation where 
we have added 3,300,000 more jobs in the last 12 months, 
710,000 in the last month. 

The record, also, on inflation is a good one. When | 
took office 21 months ago, the rate of inflation was over 
12 percent. For the first 4 months of 1976 it is 3 percent or 
less. And when we look at where the United States stands 
in the world, we have achieved the peace, we are main- 
taining it and, because of our military capability and our 
diplomatic skill, we intend to keep it for the next 4 years. 

I would be glad to answer any questions. 

Q. Mr. President, is there anything you can do to keep 
the IRS off the backs of all the Nevadans? It seems like 
about 1 out of 16 are being audited today. 

THE Preswenrt. I think the IRS ought to treat all 
citizens, those in Nevada as well as those in all 49 other 
States, very equitably, very fairly. Certainly, the presump- 
tion ought to be that the taxpayers do pay all that they 
legally are required to under our Internal Revenue Code. 
And if there is any discrimination against the people of 
Nevada, I am opposed to it and I will look into it. 

Q. Carter says stop all bomb testing in Nevada. Mr. 
Reagan says he is not quite sure. What do you say? 

THE PresivenT. I think it is in the national interest 
of the United States to continue our nuclear testing. It 
would be irresponsible, in my opinion, for the United 
States to have a moratorium on nuclear developments 
and research and, therefore, I strongly disagree with Mr. 
Carter. And I am not uncertain as to what the United 
States ought to do. We ought to do it for our national 
security both domestically as well as internationally. 

Q. Regarding the New York story, the New York de- 
velopments, this is a very generous move by Vice Presi- 
dent Rockefeller to help to get those delegates for you. 
How do you expect to repay him for this? 

THE Present. I don’t expect to repay anybody for 
the delegates that come to the Ford administration. I be- 
lieve those delegates believe in the programs that I have 
had for this country for the last 21 or 22 months. The 
people in New York—New York State as a whole, as wel 
as the city—know that we have achieved the peace, we 
have turned the economy around and restored confidenct 
in the White House. I think they made that move becaust 
they believe in the Ford administration. 

Q. Do you consider him a candidate for the Vict 
Presidency? 
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Tue Present. The Vice President indicated to me a 
number of months ago, as you know, Helen, that he did 
not want to be considered for Vice President. The num- 
ber of good Republicans who are qualified to be Vice 
President is a very large number. 

Q. Does that mean you are taking him at his word? 

Tue Present. I always assume what people tell me 
is what they believe. 

Q. There is some speculation he would like to be Sec- 
retary of State in a new Ford administration. Would you 
look favorably toward that? 

Tue Present. I have never discussed it with him. 

It is real nice to see you, and we are looking forward 
to a very enjoyable time here in Nevada. As I said, I 
have been in Nevada a good many times, covered a lot 
of territory, and I am optimistic about our opportunities. 

Q. This is a gambling State. Will you make any bets 
on your outcome tomorrow? 

Tue PresipenT. Well, I think we will do very well. 

Thank you very much. 


note: The President spoke at 11:37 a.m. 


Las Vegas, Nevada 


The President’s Remarks at the Convention of the 
International Council of Shopping Centers. 
May 24, 1976 


Attorney General Bob List, Frank Orrico, Sylvan Cohen, 
members and guests of the International Council of Shop- 
ping Centers: 

It is a great privilege and a very high honor for me to 
have the opportunity of addressing the International 
Council of Shopping Centers, and I am deeply grateful 
for your very cordial and warm welcome. 

As much as I am in favor of a healthy and prosperous 
American automobile industry, with some temerity I sug- 
gest that you not trade in a reliable Ford in 1976 for a 
flashier model. [Laughter] 

George Washington once wrote a few years ago, “Let 
your discourse with men of business be short and com- 
prehensive.” Like America, that advice is about 200 years 
old, but it is still pretty good advice in 1976. 

First, let me compliment all of you on the phenomenal 
progress your industry has made over the years. You have 
grown from 75 shopping centers in 1949 to more than 
16,000 in 1976. You have shared in America’s rising post- 
war prosperity, and you have filled a very major need for 

erica’s growing suburban population. 

Twenty-one months ago, America’s prosperity and eco- 
nomic strength were threatened by a chilling combination 
of recession and inflation. Some of America’s leading 
economists and politicians thought it best to impose wage 


and price controls to deal with America’s economic prob- 
lems. Others insisted that we spend massive amounts of 
Federal dollars to stimulate the economy, despite the seri- 
ous danger of feeding an already tragic inflation. 

I decided that the way to real recovery and enduring 
prosperity in America was not through Government quick 
fixes. It has never worked, and it won’t work. I had faith 
that America would work its way out of its economic dif- 
ficulties, rather than trying to spend its way out. 

I proposed and the Congress accepted a major tax cut 
for individuals and tax incentives for business expansion 
and job production so that we could get the great free 
enterprise system in America working at full speed again. 
We also began a comprehensive effort to restore the con- 
fidence of the American people, a confidence in them- 
selves, in their government, in their future. This effort was 
absolutely essential to restoring economic confidence of the 
consumer, a very key element in our economic recovery. 

I think the record shows that these policies have been 
very successful. America today is in the midst of a strong 
and surging economic recovery, and I compliment the 
American people for their wisdom, their forthrightness, 
and their success. 

The real gross national product rose during the first 
quarter of this year at an annual rate of 8.5 percent, far, 
far above the most optimistic predictions of a few months 
ago, in dollars and cents. That means the value of Amer- 
ica’s output of goods and services rose at an annual rate of 
almost $200 billion, and even here in Las Vegas, that is 
not a bad jackpot. [Laughter] 

The amount of money people have to spend after taxes 
and other deductions are taken from their paychecks, what 
the economists call real spendable income, has increased 
by $100 billion in the past year. Farm income is at an all- 
time high, and so is farm production. 

Total retail sales are up more than 14 percent. Auto- 
mobile sales are up 34 percent over a year ago. Food sales 
are up more than 7 percent. General merchandise is up 12 
percent. The prime rate of interest has been reduced from 
12 percent, when I became President, to 634 percent 
today. 

Since the bottom of the recession, almost exactly a year 
ago, we have gained 3,300,000 more jobs and more than 
710,000 more jobs in the last month alone. But the most 
encouraging statistic is more Americans—87,400,000— 
are on the job today, more than ever before in the history 
of the United States. 

Considering where we started about 12 months ago 
when the unemployment rate was nearly 9 percent, I 
think that is a very good comeback, by any standard. And, 
after months and months of higher unemployment and 
mounting fear, America today is getting back to work. 
Faith in the future has been totally restored in our great 
country. 

It is perfectly obvious we are going in the right direc- 
tion, but I will not be satisfied until every American who 
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wants a job can find a job in America. But let me assure 
you, we will not achieve full employment by letting the 
Federal Government plan and control our national econ- 
omy. Just over a week ago, I proposed to the Congress a 
very broad and comprehensive 4-year agenda for action in 
reform in every major segment of our economy as far as 
the Federal Government is concerned. This would in- 
clude, for example, EPA, OSHA, plus all of the other 
more or less traditional regulatory agencies. 

This, if the Congress will cooperate, will give to us an 
opportunity to say that unless the Congress acts on what 
we propose in regulatory reform—if they don’t act in 9 
months—what the President recommends will become 
the law of the land. And this is the only way that I know, 
from the 25 years of being a part of and dealing with the 
Congress, that we can get them to move in the right direc- 
tion. And I ask for your help. 

My administration has also undertaken some of the 
most fundamental reforms of Government regulations and 
reporting requirements in this country’s history. I was 
amazed. In the past, small business in America spent $18 
hillion every year just to comply with Government report- 
ing requirements. Most of the merchants in American 
shopping centers are small business men and women, and 
it is time that they got back to working for their custom- 
ers instead of working for the Government. To put it an- 
other way, it is time the Government minded its own 
business for a while and let you run yourself. 

More government will not solve America’s economic 
problems. The answer is less government control, less 
wasteful government spending, and lower taxes for 
middle-income Americans. 

I have proposed to the Congress that we cut Federal 
income taxes by $10 billion on July 1 of this year and, 
particularly, to increase the personal exemption from $750 
per person to $1,000 per person. My proposal also calls 
for the enactment of a special accelerated depreciation 
allowance for new plants and new equipment to make 
permanent the increase in the investment tax credit and 
to retain the $50,000 corporate surcharge exemption. 

I want the American people to keep more of the money 
that they have worked so hard to earn. I want them to 
spend it the way they want to spend it—at the shopping 
center, for their children’s education, for whatever they 
need, instead of paying more and more for government 
programs that we don’t need. 

As some of you may know from my struggles with the 
Congress, I have vetoed 49 bills sent to me by the House 
and the Senate over the last 21 months. Responsible 
Members of the Congress sustained 42 of those vetoes, 
and those vetoes which were sustained saved the Amer- 
ican taxpayer $13 billion. 

May I add a footnote: If the Congress keeps on send- 
ing me big spending, budget-busting bills, I am prepared 
to use my veto again and again and again. If the Congress 
would act sensibly—and that is asking an awful lot— 


[/aughter|—and enact my tax proposals instead of think. 
ing up new ways to spend your money for you, we could 
create the most tremendous demand for goods and sery- 
ices, that many, many more American jobs and lasting 
prosperity would be the inevitable result. 

We must also, in all honesty, cut the rate of growth in 
Federal spending. My budget for fiscal year 1977 would 
cut the rate of growth in Federal spending by 50 percent 
and set us on a sound and reliable course for a balanced 
budget by 1979, plus an additional Federal tax reduction. 

I think that is a good economic package for America, 
and I need your help in controlling a completely irrespon- 
sible Congress. When we balance that budget, we can get 
the Government out of competition with you in the pri- 
vate money market, and that is exactly what I plan to do, 

I have done battle with inflation far too long to let it 
get out of control again. When I took office in August of 
1974, the rate of inflation was 12 percent or higher, the 
highest rate in more than 50 years. In the last 21 months, 
we have cut that rate of inflation by more than half. Asa 
matter of fact, for the first 4 months of calendar year 1976, 
the annual rate of inflation is 3 percent or less. And let 
me add, with a little more cooperation from the Congress, 
we can cut it even further. 

This real progress against inflation is one of the most 
encouraging of all the recovery statistics that I have tried 
to cite, because it means the strong recovery that we are 
experiencing this year will not go bust next year. 

But the most important recovery statistic is the index 
of consumer confidence, which is double what it was 12 
months ago. In economic terms, that means the American 
people are spending more money, moving more goods, 
and even willing to borrow again for major purchases in 
the future. In broader terms, that means the American 
people are looking to the future with faith instead of fear. 

Let me say, I deeply appreciate the opportunity to come 
before you today and talk about some of the policies that 
I have tried to implement in the 21 or 22 months that I 
have had the honor and the privilege of being your Presi- 
dent, policies that I think have brought us peace and 
prosperity and trust to America. 

Today, if you look at the record, America is at peace. 
There are no American boys fighting anywhere on the 
face of the earth, and I intend to keep it that way. 

I will maintain that peace because we have unsurpassed 
military capability and because we have diplomatic skill. 
Let me assure you that when we secure that peace as we 
have it now—and it has been tough—we will maintain it 
by strength and perseverance and leave that legacy of 
peace for our children and their children. 

I will continue my policies of cutting your taxes, 
expanding the private economy, reducing bureaucracy 
and unless regulation, and restraining Federal spending. 
My policies have brought us from the depths of a recession 
to a sustained recovery and will assure that runaway in- 
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fation never robs us again—or our loved ones—of the 
rewards of honest work and lifetime savings. 

Finally, I want to finish my most important task— 
restoration of trust and confidence in the Presidency itself. 
As your President, I will promise no more than I can 
deliver, and I will deliver everything that I promise. 

I need your support to insure peace, prosperity, and 
trust for the future, the future that we owe to our children 
and to their children. Americans have always wanted life 
to be better for our children than what it was for us, be- 
cause life for us has always been better than it was for our 
parents. 

What do I see ahead for this great country? I see a 
strong and confident America, secure in a strength that 
cannot alone be counted in megatons, a nation rejoicing 
in richness that cannot be eroded by inflation or by 
taxation. 

I see an America where life is valued for its quality as 
well as its comfort, where the individual is inviolate in his 
constitutional rights, where the government serves and the 
people rule. 

Thank you very much. 


note: The President spoke at 12:17 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom at 
the MGM Grand Hotel. 


Las Vegas, Nevada 


The President’s Remarks at a President Ford 
May 24, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Oran, Bob List, Glen 
Walden, and thank all of you who have come to this op- 
portunity for me to talk straight to you, to tell you what 
we are trying to do, and to thank you for your support and 
assistance in a program that I think is in the best interest 
of the United States. I thank you very, very much. 

As much as I am strongly in favor of a healthy and 
prosperous automobile industry, let me say I urge you 
in 1976, don’t trade in your reliable Ford for a flashier 
model. [Laughter] 

I would like to talk to you very seriously for a moment. 
The stakes are very high in this preconvention challenge 
that we have. The stakes are very high for what happens 
between now and November 2, and I, in all sincerity, ask 
you to go back to what the circumstances were in August 
of 1974 when I was sworn in as your President. 

If you will recollect, there had been a great loss of trust 
and confidence in the White House. If you will remember, 
inflation was over 12 percent and we were on the brink 
of the worst economic conditions in the history of the 
United States for 40 years. If you will remember, our 
allies abroad were uncertain as to the course, the will, and 
the resolution of the American people. Our adversaries 


could have been in a position, if they had wanted to, to 
take advantage of the uncertainty in America. 

Let me assure you that day of August 9 was not the 
easiest day to be sworn in as President of the United 
States. But, let me say that I decided right from the outset 
that regardless of any political consequences, any political 
disadvantages that follow in the months ahead, that I was 
going to do what was right for America and that I would 
not promise that I would do more than I could produce, 
and I would produce everything that I promised. 

So, let’s review very quickly what has happened and 
transpired in the 21 or 22 months since August of 1974. 
Inflation was over 12 percent. For the first 4 months of 
1976, the rate of inflation on an annual basis is 3 percent 
or less. That is a 75-percent reduction in the rate of in- 
flation, and we are darned proud of that record. 

A year ago we were in the worst economic condition 
with a serious recession. Unemployment was going up and 
employment was going down. But we followed the right 
course, I didn’t succumb to the quick fixes that were rec- 
ommended by the Congress. I said there was a better way, 
to rely on the free enterprise system, the private sector in 
America. And the net result is we now have 87,400,000 
people gainfully employed, on the job in America, an all- 
time high, and that is a darned good record. As a matter 
of fact, in the last 12 months we have added 3,300,000 
more jobs in America. In the last month, 710,000 more 
jobs. We are on our way. Everything that is supposed to 
be going up is going up, and everything that is supposed 
to be going down is going down. That is a good program, 
and we are very proud of it. 

But let us talk for just a minute about some of the things 
that do concern, I am sure, as I understand, about a third 
of the people in this great State of Nevada. A lot of peo- 
ple for the last 40 years have had faith and trust in the 
money that they were paying into the Social Security Trust 
Fund, and 33 million Americans today are relying on 
social security because they have earned it. 

A good many millions of American today are partici- 
pating, expecting their government will keep faith with 
them. But because the Congress has procrastinated, the 
Social Security Trust Fund is in some jeopardy. 

As a matter of fact, in this 12-month period, $3.5 bil- 
lion will be the deficit. In other words, the income is $3.5 
billion less than the expenditures, and next year the deficit 
will be $4 billion. 

The Ford administration believes in facing up to the 
cold, hard facts, and I know some people have urged and 
advocated that we duck the issue in the Oval Office. I 
said in January this year that wasn’t fair to 33 million 
people who were counting on their Government keeping 
faith. 

So, I recommended some action that would preserve 
the financial integrity of the Social Security Trust Fund. 

I believe that is the only honest, responsible thing to do, 
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because we have an obligation to make certain that those 
who have retired and those about to retire have the 
security that they expect. 

I only cite this because some people in one way or an- 
other want to play politics, whether it is social security or 
some of the other programs and problems that we have 
It is my‘ firm conviction that the best politics is calling 
them straight and dealing fairly, justly, and responsibly 
with the American people. 

The Federal Government, for the last few years, has 
been spending its money at an accelerated rate. The rate 
of expenditures in the Federal Government for the last 
6 or 8 or 10 years has been an increase of 11 percent per 
year. If that rate of increase in Federal spending went on 
and on and on, this country would face a very serious 
economic and financial problem from which we probably 
couldn’t recover. 

So, last November and December, when I had the ob- 
ligation of putting the Federal budget together, I looked 
at the figures, the forecasts, the future, and I said the only 
way that we can maintain the financial and fiscal integrity 
of this country was to cut the rate of Federal growth by 50 
percent. 

So, when I submitted the budget to the House and the 
Senate in January, we reduced the rate of growth in Fed- 
eral spending by $28 billion. And if we have the faith 
and the strength, and if the Congress will cooperate, we 
can have a balanced budget by 1979 and give you another 
tax decrease at the same time. 

But speaking of taxes, in January I recommended that 
the Congress approve a $10 billion tax reduction, 75 per- 
cent of it to go to individuals, 25 percent of it to go to 
business. The part for business is to permit American busi- 
ness to expand, to give them an opportunity to provide 
more jobs, and every year we have around 2 million more 
younger people coming into the labor market. So the econ- 
omy of this country has to grow and businessmen have 
to have an incentive to expand, to modernize. 

But let’s talk about the tax decrease that I recom- 
mended for individuals. What would it do? The principal 
benefit would be to increase the personal exemption from 
$750 per person to $1,000 per person. That is so that you 
can spend your own money and the government won’t 
waste it for you. 

But, let’s talk about our national security. Refresh your 
your memory. Just about a year ago the war in Vietnam 
was ended, and we are on a path of peace, we have 
achieved it, we have it, we are going to maintain it. And 
the way to do it is to have the unsurpassed military capa- 
bility that the United States has today. There isn’t a 
single responsible military leader in this country who 
doesn’t feel that we have the military strength, the weap- 
ons, the people, the leadership to meet every mission, 
every challenge that this country might be called upon 
in the months ahead. We can deter aggression, we can 
maintain our national security, and we can keep the 
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peace—keep the peace, yes, for us, but mainly what we 
want is the peace for the younger people, the children of 
our generation and the children of their generation. 

By keeping America strong as we are today, we can 
keep the peace and we can build a better and better 
America. 

You have a great primary in the State of Nevada on 
Tuesday. It is one of the six primaries. Nevada is very 
important. We have good leadership with the President 
Ford Committee in this great State. We obviously have 
a lot of fine people that are interested in making certain 
that we get a maximum vote and, as Bob List was telling 
me this morning, in the State of Nevada the delegates 
are allocated on a proportionate basis. So, every vote that 
you get, every vote that supports the President and his 
policies, gives us a better and better opportunity to get 
more and more delegates. 

And, speaking of delegates, we got some good news 
this morning. The State of New York had a convention 
of their delegates and 119 of them are pledged for Presi- 
dent Ford, 18 for my opponent, and 15 uncommitted, 
which takes our delegate count up to 697. We are well on 
the road for a bandwagon in Kansas City. 

But let me say the countdown has started in Nevada 
as it has in five other States on tomorrow. I want your 
help. I want your support so that we can continue the 
kind of programs of peace, prosperity, and trust for the 
next 4 years. 

I won’t let you down. I hope you can help me to the 
maximum tomorrow. 

Thank you very, very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:53 p.m. in the Meeting Room at 
the Las Vegas Convention Center. 


The President was introduced by Oran Gragson, chairman of the 
Nevada President Ford Committee. 


San Diego, California 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
Lindbergh Field. May 24, 1976 


Tue PresweNnt. Good afternoon. It is great to be in 
San Diego. We have had an excellent trip—Oregon, 
California, Nevada—and now we are here in San Diego. 
We are trying to do the same here that we have done 
elsewhere on this trip—lay out what the Ford adminis- 


tration believes in, what we have actually accomplished, — 


which can be summarized: peace, which we have 
achieved, we have, and we intend to maintain; prosperity, 
which we didn’t have a year ago but we are well on the 
way to a total and I think a complete economic re- 
covery—we have added some 3,300,000 jobs in the last 
12 months, over 710,000 in the last month; and we are 
restoring the kind of confidence and trust that I think 
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the American people want in their government in 
Washington. . 

I am very pleased with the leadership that we have on 
my behalf in the State of California. We recognize that 
we are an underdog, but I have won a few ball games 
when we came from behind, and we are going to try very 
hard here in the State of California. 

I would be glad to answer any of your questions. 

Q. Mr. President, how critical is the California primary 
to you, sir? 

Tue PreswentT. The California primary is a critical 
one, obviously. Every one we have had—and I might add, 
[have entered every one—we expect to do our very best 
in the final go-around, not only in California on June 8, 
but in Ohio and New Jersey. They are, of course, very 
critical and very crucial. 

Q. Mr. President, you mentioned jobs, but in San 
Diego the situation hasn’t improved that much with the 
unemployment figures. What do you have to offer voters 
here in San Diego? 

Tue PresipenT. Of course, the Navy shipbuilding pro- 
gram that I have advocated and that I have added to in 
the last month will have a beneficial impact on the overall 
economy here in San Diego. I think also the overall im- 
provement of the economy is inevitably going to have a 
beneficial result here in San Diego. 

In the interim, of course, we will do the things that are 
needed and necessary with our summer youth program, 
which I recommended, that we will spend about $528 
million in the 4 months this summer. Of course, a substan- 
tial part of that will come to San Diego. So, San Diego, I 
am sure, like the rest of the economy, will come back and 
will be a healthy and prosperous area. 

Q. Mr. President,when you talk about quality educa- 
tion, are you speaking about desegregated education? 

Tue Presivent. I am talking first that quality educa- 
tion is our prime responsibility, But, at the same time, we 
have to maintain the constitutional rights of individuals 
that we should not have segregation. I think we can have 
both. If we do the right thing, both with the courts on the 
one hand and the Congress and the President on the other, 
we can achieve quality education without undermining 
the constitutional right of individuals to have desegrega- 
tion. 

Q. Mr. President, do you believe that you can come 
away from Kansas City after the convention with the 
party united behind you? 

Tue Presivent. I think so. I have tried to minimize 
any personal confrontations. There are some basic differ- 
ences between myself and my opponent, but I don’t think 
they will adversely affect the Republican base or the Re- 
publican structure throughout the United States. I will 
certainly maximize my efforts to heal any ruptures that 
might have occurred between now and Kansas City, Re- 
publicans know very well that the only way we can achieve 


Volume 12——Number 22 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 943 








success in November is to have a unified party, and I will 
do my very best to achieve that. 
Reporter. Thank you. 
THe Present. Thank you all. It is nice to see you. 
We look forward to being in San Diego. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 3:23 p.m. at Lindbergh Field. 


San Diego, California 


The President’s Remarks at a Forum for Members and 
Guests of the San Diego Chamber of Commerce and the 
San Diego Council of the Navy League. May 24, 1976 


Pete, Congressman Bob Wilson, your Attorney General 
Ev Younger, Admiral Stoecklein, Evan Jones, members 
and guests of the Navy League and Chamber of Com- 
merce: 

It is a great privilege and a very high honor for me to 
have the opportunity of being in this beautiful city of 
San Diego, speaking to the Chamber of Commerce and 
the Navy League. You and I have very much in common. 
We share a deep belief that our free use of the seas is 
fundamental to our national economy and to its security. 

San Diego and the Navy have grown steadily—gone 
steadily together, I should say, over the past 75 years in 
a very successful partnership. It has been good for both 
the Navy and for San Diego. San Diego likes the Navy and 
the Navy obviously likes San Diego. 

This afternoon, let me share with you some of my own 
personal thoughts on our naval forces, describe some of 
the reasons for my decisions as President, and chart our 
direction for the future. 

The oceans have always served the United States both 
as a barrier for defense and as avenues of commerce and 
influence. Ninety-nine percent of our overseas trade moves 
by ship. We have two States, the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, and the territories of Guam, Samoa, and the 
Virgin Islands—linked by the sealanes to the continental 
United States. Furthermore, the vast majority of our 
allies—41 of the 43 nations with whom we have security 
treaties—lie overseas. Since our neighbors to the north and 
south are friendly, our major strategic interests and our 
major, general political and economic interests depend on 
maintaining our access and control of the seas. 

We and our allies must maintain our freedom to move 
over, across, and beneath the seas. We must not only be 
able to protect the sealanes, we must be able to protect 
our power or project our power, I should say, from the sea 
onto the land—wherever and whenever we must—and we 
must be capable of preventing our enemies from doing 
likewise. 

When I shipped out of San Diego as a lieutenant in 
October of 1943, as a very junior member of the crew of 
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the U.S.S. Monterey, CVL—26, America was on its way 
to becoming the strongest naval power the world had 
ever seen. We emerged from World War II with an over- 
whelming Navy superiority. 

In the next two decades, we replaced many ships in our 
fleet with more modern ones, but much of it remained 
World War II vintage, and by the 1970's, we were faced 
with the block obsolescence problem and a very serious 
one. 

When I came into office 2 years ago, this threat to our 
seapower was one of the most serious problems that I 
faced as President of the United States. 1 knew that we 
had to maintain a naval force able to counter any adver- 
sary on the sea today. At the same time, we had to lay the 
keels for the ships which would provide the foundation of 
America’s combat-ready fleet in the 1980’s and the 1990s, 
as well as beyond. 

Our defense structure stands, I think most of you recog- 
nize, on four basic premises. First, we must have the mili- 
tary might necessary to meet any challenge. Second, our 
allies and adversaries must know that we, the United 
States, have that power. Third, we must have the will to 
use our weapons if we must to protect our national inter- 
est. Finally, all who consider or might consider aggression 
must know that we, the United States and 215 million 
Americans, have the willpower and the respect for it. 

The basis for our present naval superiority is broad and 
is built upon American technological skills. Our aircraft 
carriers are unmatched, and we can bring squadrons of 
our newest aircraft within range on land or on sea. Our 
submarines are more advanced, and our expertise in the 
critcal areas of amphibious warfare, antisubmarine war- 
fare, and fleet resupply are unsurpassed. 

And perhaps a single deciding factor, one of special 
interest to you in the Navy League, is the quality and the 
caliber of the men and women of the Navy, as well as in 
the Marine Corps. Their training, their professionalism, 
their experience are unmatched. I know and admire their 
dedication to duty. Both our allies as well as our adver- 
saries are fully aware of our tremendous naval power. 

We must, however, commit ourselves fully to maintain- 
ing the superiority of American seapower. Ever since I 
became President, I have fought to reverse a dangerous 
trend in the Congress of the United States toward giving 
defense a smaller and smaller slice of our total Federal 
hudget. 

Between 1964 and 1974—11t is almost unbelievable, but 
it is true—the Congress cut $50 billion from defense 
spending. I fought, as Bob Wilson knows, this dangerous 
trend for 25 years in the Congress. For 14 of those years, 
I was in the thick of it on the Defense Appropriations Sub- 
committee handling all the money, the programs, the 
policies of the Army, the Navy, the Air Force, and Ma- 
rines. And it might be possible that one or more people in 
this audience came before that subcommittee during that 
span of time. 


As President, after this struggle in the House of Repre. 
sentatives and in the Congress, I had the chance person. 
ally to take the decisive action, and I took it. My budgets 
for fiscal year 1976, our current year, and 1977, the year 
that begins October 1, were designed to produce a net 
increase in the size of our fleet. My fiscal year 1976 budget 
contained $5,400 million for Navy shipbuiiding. For the 
next fiscal year, which begins in October, I increased that 
request to $6,300 million. I budgeted for 16 new ships for 
our Navy—a one-fourth increase over our average ship- 
building in the previous 9 years. 

At the same time, I saw that the new programs or prob- 
lems that we faced demanded a sweeping new approach, 
I called for a study within the National Security Council 
of our long-term naval requirements and shipbuilding 
needs. This blueprint for our future naval requirements 
is not yet finished in its entirety. Its tentative findings, 
however, confirmed that we must increase our shipbuild- 
ing efforts and do it now. For this reason, I recently asked 
for another $1,200 million over our original budget of 
$6,300 million for fiscal year 1977. This add-on will pro- 
vide for the construction of five additional ships and ad- 
vance funding for a new Nimitz-class aircraft carrier, the 
finest afloat. 

The Navy needs these ships. The fact is we cannot 
afford less. We must have a balanced Navy, one that 
can deter conflict but one that can, if necessary, handle 
the full spectrum of possible conflict, from firing a warn- 
ing shot across the bow to winning an all-out war. 

Our Navy must be modern and it must be balanced. 
Such a naval force requires a major effort to build new 
ships and requires that we continue to modernize an exist- 
ing fleet and its arsenal. With your tremendous techno- 
logical and productive capacity here in California, you 
will continue to play a very crucial role in this important 
effort. 

Through the years, southern California industry has 
also made enormous contributions to another vital area 
of our national defense—aircraft design and technology. 
United States aircraft, both military and commercial, 
outperform their counterparts throughout the world. The 
B-1, our newest strategic bomber, represents the ulti- 
mate in advanced aircraft design and performance. 

Here again, however, the Congress—or at least some 
in the Senate—seem intent upon turning victory into de- 
feat. After completing the most thorough test program in 
the history of manned flights, now 90-percent complete, 
after three Presidents and seven Secretaries of Defense 
and every Congress since 1970 has certified its value as 
well as its importance, after almost 25 years since our last 
strategic bomber was built, the Senate has jumped in at 
the last moment and said, *“Let’s wait until next Febru- 

I believe the American people will recognize the trans- 
parency of that kind of political interference with our 
national security needs. On November 1, I will make the 
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fnal decision on whether or not to go ahead with pro- 
duction of the B—1. The money the Senate wants to hold 
back would be spent only if and when the tests are com- 
pleted in a very satisfactory way and met all the standards 
and specifications established and only if I have made the 
decision to go ahead with production. I sincerely hope 
that the Congress will understand the folly of preventing 
ws from being able to produce this aircraft in a timely 
manner. 

We are strong today, and our allies and our adversaries 
know it, and that is why America today is at peace. Let 
there be no doubt whatsoever, we intend to stay strong 
so that we can stay at peace. 

We will continue to give our soldiers, sailors, airmen, 
and marines the tools, the finest tools, to do the job. We 
will use our weapons if we must. We will always favor 
reason over force, but we will use force if force is neces- 
sary for our national security and our precious freedom. 
We will stay strong by maintaining America’s total 
strength. That means we must keep America’s economy 
strong. 

Not long ago, America’s strength was threatened not by 
a foreign adversary, but by our own economic problems. 
Too many Americans had lost their jobs. Inflation was 
eating up the value of our dollar. Business feared to in- 
vest, and the future in many parts of the world—many 
industries, many communities—looked very, very bleak. 

There were some who lost faith in our great, private 
economic system in America. They thought that we could 
only get out of the recession if we bought our way out 
with a Federal check or by letting the Government inter- 
fere in the people’s business. But we didn’t panic; we 
didn’t lose our cool. We decided to fight this threat to 
America’s strength with a sound, steady, and constructive 
program of action. 

We gave tax cuts to consumers, incentives to industry, 
and we made every effort to hold down the cost of Gov- 
ernment. As Pete said, we were able to cut the projected 
growth in Federal spending as a whole by 50 percent. 
The trend in Government expenditures over a period of 
10 years had been at the rate of 10 or 11 percent per year. 
But we were able, through the work we did in prepara- 
tion of that budget, to reduce that rate of growth from 
10 to 11 to 5.5 percent, and actually reduced, in total 
dollars, the growth by some $28 billion. 

I think that this is significant, because at the same 
time we were able to turn around the trend that had been 
going on for another 10 years—the decline in the per- 
centage of expenditures for the Army, the Navy, the Air 
Force, and the Marines—and for the first time in about 
10 years, the Defense Department, in the budget I sub- 
mitted, will have an upturn. 

Yes, we have made some progress in the submission of 
the fiscal 1977 budget, but we still have some battles ahead 
and, as was mentioned by Pete, the Presidential veto is an 
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important weapon in the fight to hold down Federal 
spending. 

The Congress knows that the President has that 
weapon. It is part of the Constitution, and the Congress 
knows that the President has the will to use it because I 
have used it 49 times to save the American taxpayer 
$13 billion. 

Now we are in the full surge of our economic recovery. 
Inflation has been cut in half. In the first 4 months of 
this current calendar year, the rate of inflation is at an 
annual average of 3 percent or under. Since the bottom of 
the recession about a year ago, we have gained 3,300,000 
jobs in America. 

More Americans are employed today than ever before 
in the history of the United States. We actually have 87,- 
400,000 people on the job in the United States. America’s 
faith and America’s confidence in our economic system 
has been restored. We will maintain that confidence, and 
we will keep our economy strong. 

One way we will do that is by minimizing Federal in- 
terference in America’s commerce. I believe the Govern- 
ment can and should help individuals in business when 
it is absolutely necessary. But by far, most of the time we 
should stand back and let the American people get on 
with the job. 

Just as we are laying the foundation for a bigger and 
better Navy, so we are laying the foundation for a new 
prosperity in America’s third century. That will be a cen- 
tury for individual achievement and self-fullfillment. 

In our next century, Americans will build on all the 
great accomplishments of our first 200 years. But to do 
that, Americans must be secure in their homes and on 
their streets, in their jobs and in a peaceful world. It must 
be a century of security for all Americans. That is the goal 
of all our efforts in defense, in diplomacy, and economic 
stability. All our efforts in the last 2 years, both at home 
and abroad, have been laying that foundation for a peace- 
ful and a prosperous third century for the United States. 
There can be no better way to honor our Bicentennial. 

Thank you very much. 

[At this point, the President concluded his remarks in the Interna- 
tional Room of the El Cortez Convention Center and went down- 
stairs to address the overflow crowd as follows:] 

Thank you very much, Mayor Pete Wilson: 

I am not going to repeat what I said upstairs, but let 
me say how nice it is to come to San Diego and to make 
some new friends and to meet some old friends—-and 
three ex-shipmates, as I walked out, that I didn’t know 
were in the audience—Admiral Tom Hamilton, who was 
one of my shipmates in that he got me, along with a good 
many others, to join the Navy back in 1941, and then two 
of my shipmates on the Monterey, which was CVL-26. 

So, it is nice to come and see all of you and to run into 
people that you knew and worked with and had an oppor- 
tunity to serve with. There are some real blessings in 
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having a chance to travel around the country and meet 
people, as well as get reacquainted with old friends. 

It is just nice to see you, and let me reassure you that if 
I had the opportunity to continue the job that we have 
undertaken, I can assure you without any hesitation, qual- 
ification, or reservation, we won’t let you down. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:10 p.m. at the El Cortez Conven- 
tion Center. 


San Diego, California 


The President’s Remarks at a President Ford Committee 
Reception. May 24, 1976 


Thank you very much, Maggie, and thank all of you 
for being here. I am darned encouraged by what I find in 
California. One of the very nice things that I find in travel- 
ing around the country and meeting people like all of you 
here is not only to make new friends and acquaintances, 
but to “ee some of the people I have known over a long, 
long period of time. 

There is a very good friend of mine from a good many 
years back, Phil Bengtsen. He played football at the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota when I played at the University of 
Michigan. We were good rivals in those days. He probably 
gave me a hard time, and I tried to reciprocate, but we 
were also friends when we came out to the Shrine East- 
West football game, played on the eastern team against 
the western team in San Francisco, and then later went on 
and played in the All-Star Game in Chicago. 

But what I am saying is that it is a great opportunity 
for me to renew acquaintances, to make new friends, But 
let me be very clear on one point. I appreciate your help. 
I think we have a program that is good for America, and 
it is a program I want to work on and to achieve in a better 
way and a longer process for the next 4 years, and I need 
your help. 

What you all do between now and June 8 can make a 
significant difference in California. You will man the 
phone booths, you will talk to your friends, you will talk 
to your neighbors, you can get others enlisted to do what 
you are doing. Underdogs—and I frankly think we are an 
underdog—but I want to be very clear on this point—I 
have seen underdogs win, and I think we have the poten- 
tial of winning. And I want to make a pledge to you right 
here and now that Jerry Ford is going to be fighting until 
the last hour in the State of California. 

We are going to do it because what has happened in the 
last 22 months I think justifies the need and necessity for 
us to have an opportunity to serve the American people 
for the next 4 years. 


What have we done? Reflect, if you will, or recollect the 
circumstances in August of 1974. We were going through 
a traumatic economic experience. Inflation was over 12 
percent. The American people were on the brink of a se. 
rious economic recession, where unemployment went up 
and employment went down. 

We were faced with some serious problems overseas, 
Our allies were apprehensive, our enemies, our adver- 
saries, were in a position where they might have sought 
to take advantage of the uncertainty of American will, 
There was a lack of faith and trust in the White House 
itself. In the last 22 months—because we didn’t panic, be- 
cause we held a firm hand on the tiller—this country has 
turned around. We restored faith and trust in the White 
House. The open, candid, frank policies that we pursued 
all the time of my political life we have carried out since 
I have been in the Oval Office, and we will do exactly the 
same thing for the next 4 years. The American people 
like that, and that helps us in trying to recruit people and 
to get votes between now and June 8. 

Now, in addition, go back just 12 months ago. The eco- 
nomic recession we were in was the worst in 40 years. A 
few of us here can remember the depression of the 1930's. 
But in 1975 we were on the brink of very serious economic 
problems. But we have turned it around. The rate of in- 
flation has gone from over 12 percent to 3 percent or less 
in the first 4 months of 1976. That is a 75 percent 
reduction. 

The people have to have jobs, and if you go back for 
the last 12 months and bring it up to date, we have added 
3,300,000 jobs in a 12-month period—7 10,000 more jobs 
in the last month. And at the present time we have 
87,400,000 people gainfully employed, people who have 
jobs in America. It is an all-time record. This is, I think, 
a great accomplishment. We did it without busting the 
treasury, without adding to our deficit significantly. It is 
my judgment that the policies we have pursued in the 
economic field have been healthy for America. 

Now, I know you have some particular problems right 
here in San Diego, but I might add we have had some 
terrible problems in my State of Michigan. I was up there 
before the primary, and the people in Michigan had a real 
strong feeling that things were on the right track, we are 
on the up side. As a matter of fact, if you look at all the 
economic factors that economists shower you with from 
time to time, everything that is supposed to be going up is 
going up and everything that is supposed to be going down 
is going down, so I am darned proud of the record. It is 
good for America. 

So, when you add up increasing prosperity, restora 
tion of faith and trust in the White House, and the fact 
that we have achieved the peace, we are maintaining it 
and we are going to keep it in the future with our military 
capability and our diplomatic skill, I think the record 
justifies another 4 years. 
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One final comment. As much as I want a strong and 
rous American automobile industry, I don’t think it 
isthe time for the public to trade in a reliable Ford for 
aflashier model. 
Thank you very much. 
yore: The President spoke at 6:05 p.m. at the Westgate Plaza 
Hotel. 


San Diego, California 


The President’s Remarks in a Question-and-Answer 
Session on Board the Tuna Boat Theresa Janene. 
May 24, 1976 


Question. Mr. President, what was your decision on the 
tuna issue? 

Tue PresipenT. I indicated very strongly that the 
administration does not agree with Judge Richey’s deci- 
sion, and if it requires that there should be new legislation, 
the administration would support something like the leg- 
islation recommended by Congressman Leggett of Cali- 
fornia. The tuna industry will be ended, will be destroyed, 
if the full impact of Judge Richey’s decision is carried out. 

And I have been very impressed with the innovative 
and the constructive new nets that have been just shown 
to me. It is my understanding that the loss of porpoises 
because of the new net is very substantially less than when 
the larger nets that you saw a few minutes ago were used. 
I am told there is even a smaller net that is probably go- 
ing to be in use. 

So, the industry, the tuna industry, is seeking to correct 
the situation itself, and I applaud them, and I think we 
ought to work with them so that we can save the tuna 
industry. And, from what I am told, these new nets will 
also save the porpoises. So, it is a plus for both sides, if the 
action is taken both within the industry and by the 
Congress. 

Q. What will you be submitting to the Congress on this? 

THE Preswwent. We will have spokesmen from my 
administration cooperate with the Congress to try and 
pass the legislation that will take care of the judicial 
decision. 

Q. Mr. President, these are tuna fishermen who have 
had their vessels shot at in the past. They have tried very 
vigorously to maintain the conservation regimen. Do you 
feel a sense of sympathy or compassion for what these men 
and what this town has been through, and can you com- 
ment about that? 

Tue Preswent. I certainly have had long sympathy 
for and admiration for the tuna industry and all the peo- 
ple involved in it. 

Thank you all very, very much. 

Note: The President spoke at 6:36 p.m. The Theresa Janene was 


anchored at San Diego Harbor. Prior to the question-and-answer 
session, the President greeted the crew and toured the boat. 
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Van Nuys, California 


The President’s Remarks Upon Arrival at the Van Nuys 
Airport. May 24, 1976 


Congressman Barry Goldwater, Attorney General Ev 
Younger, my good friend Paul Priolo, Bob Wilkinson, 
Johnny Grant, and then, of course, Rosemary, Alice, Ted, 
Sue, Dick—well, all of you from the San Fernando 
Valley: 

I love you, and it is great to be here. My message to the 
wonderful people of the San Fernando Valley can be 
summed up—it has been a long day, folks, but I can be 
very frank and very honest in saying to you in a few 
words, as much as I believe in a strong and prosperous 
American automobile industry, and I do, I have come 
here to say this year there is absolutely no reason to trade 
in a reliable Ford for a flashier model. [Laughter] 

But let me say, I am here asking you for one favor, my 
fellow Americans—for your support—because I think I 
have done a first-class job for all Americans in 22 months. 
I have done it under tough circumstances, but we have 
maintained peace, moved America on the road to pros- 
perity, restored trust and confidence in the Presidency. 
And I am here in California to say I am staying in the 
race, and I want a mandate from you and all over 
America so I can finish the job that we started 22 months 
ago. 

Peace, prosperity, and trust are the record of my per- 
formance since I became your President. It is a record 
achieved against what seemed like insurmountable ob- 
stacles. Consider for a few moments, if you will, where we 
were when I became President in August of 1974. You 
were, I am sure, told by some well-known economists, 
some labor and political leaders—they were predicting 
that we were heading into a deep depression; that unem- 
ployment would soon exceed 10 percent; that only mas- 
sive Federal spending could avert a catastrophe. 

Inflation had soared to an annual rate of over 12 per- 
cent. About a year ago, we hit the bottom of our worst 
recession in 40 years. Many were urging that we push the 
panic button. In Congress, the economic downturn set off 
a clamor for more and more, bigger and bigger deficit 
spending and all kinds of phony programs that wouldn’t 
have solved the problem. 

You and I know, standing here today in the San Fer- 
nando Valley, that the prophets of doom were wrong. We 
didn’t panic. I never lost one bit of confidence in the 
American people. I retained what I think is a basic philos- 
ophy—that a government big enough to give us every- 
thing we want is a government big enough to take from 
us everything we have. 

In those tough days, we resisted big spending schemes 
that would have caused larger Federal deficits and even 
more destructive inflation. We rejected the discredited 


techniques of all politics—tax and tax, spend and spend, 
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elect and elect. Instead, we pursued a calm, steady, 
constructive policy to insure America’s economic health 
not just for an election year, but for the long pull. We had 
faith in America. I had faith in you here in this great val- 
ley, faith in the older people, the younger people, and 
faith that we could do the right thing for those young peo- 
ple I see in blue uniforms, brown uniforms—that is what 
it is all about. 

Yes, the faith that we had had resulted not in a depres- 
sion, not in a recession, but in contrast, the full surge of 
economic recovery. Eighty-seven million, four hundred 
thousand Americans are on the job today. That is an all- 
time record, and I am darned proud of it. 

In the last 12 months, we have added 3,300,000 more 
people working in America. In the last month, we added 
710,000 more people on the job in this great country. 
There is real evidence of a new prosperity, but I will not 
be satisfied until every American who wants a job can find 
a job. That is my criteria. 

Inflation has been cut from the 12 percent of 2 years 
ago down to 3 percent, or under, for the first 4 months of 
1976. That is progress—a 75-percent cut in the rate of 
inflation. I am proud of it. We will do better in the 
months ahead. 

In dealing with this irresponsible Congress—not good 
people like Barry Goldwater—[laughter|—I vetoed 49 
bills; 42 of them have been sustained, saving the Amer- 
ican taxpayer $13 billion. And you know, if the Congress 
sends any more of these budget-busting bills down to the 
Oval Office in the White House, I will use my veto again 
and again and again. 

You know, it is about time that you got to spend your 
money the way you want to spend it instead of letting the 
Congress spend it for you. I am totally determined that 
your tax dollars work for you as hard as you work for 
them. 

I want the Government to spend less and tax less. Last 
year, we reduced Federal income taxes. This year, I pro- 
posed a $10 billion tax reduction to begin July 1, which 
would raise the personal exemption—listen very closely— 
raise the personal exemption from $750 per person to 
$1,000 per person. I know Barry Goldwater will vote for 
it, and we can do this if you get the pressure on the Con- 
gress to act between now and July 1 of 1976. 

Let me assure you, I love this fight with the Congress, 
this irresponsible Congress that wants to spend your 
money, doesn’t want to give you the kind of a tax relief 
that you ought to get. 

Now, in addition to the kind of economic security and 
progress that we need in America, we have to be certain 


and positive that the national security of this great country 
continues. 


Today, America is at peace. There are no American 
boys fighting anywhere in the world, and I intend to keep 
it that way. To make sure that our military strength re. 
mains unsurpassed in the future, I proposed the two largest 
military budgets in the history of the United States, But 
between 1964 and 1974, the Congress cut $50 billion out 
of military budgets submitted by two previous Presidents 
and reduced the share of the national security funds to the 
lowest in the history of the United States since the end of 
World War II. 

During my administration, we are reversing the trend, 
We are going to make sure that we do the right thing for 
the Army, the Navy, the Air Force, and Marines, because 
you and I depend upon them for our security, for the 
maintenance of peace and the deterrence of aggression, 
We are proud of these young men, these leaders in our 
military forces, and I look around here and see them. And 
America owes them a great deal, and I thank each and 
every one of you for it. 

I am delighted to see Paul Priolo here, a great leader in 
your State legislature, and Bob Wilkinson, a great repre- 
sentative of local government. Believe me, it is a pleasure 
to work with them and to have their help and support. 

But I am here primarily to ask for a solid mandate from 
you so that I can finish the job and make America truly 
secure for future generations. I will maintain the peace. | 
will secure the peace through strength and perseverance 
and leave the legacy of peace for our children and their 
children. I will continue my policies of cutting your taxes, 
expanding the private economy, reducing bureaucracy 
and useless regulation, restraining Federal spending. 

These policies have brought us from the depth of a re- 
cession to a sustained recovery and will insure that run- 
away inflation never robs you or our loved ones of the 
rewards of honest work and lifetime savings. 

Finally, I will finish the job in the 4 years—the restora- 
tion of trust and confidence in the Presidency itself. As 
your President, I will promise no more than I can deliver, 
and I will deliver everything that I promise. 

Americans have always wanted a life better for our chil- 
dren than it was for each of us, because life has always 
been better for us than it was for our parents. 

I will tell you what I see ahead for the great country that 
we live in. I see a strong and confident America, secure ina 
strength that cannot alone be counted in megatons, a na- 
tion rejoicing in its blessings that cannot be eroded by in- 
flation or by taxation. I see an America where life is valued 
for its quality as well as its comfort, where the individual 
is inviolate in his constitutional rights, where the govern- 
ment serves and the people rule. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 7:45 p.m. 
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los Angeles, California 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session at a Los Angeles Press Club Breakfast. 
May 25, 1976 


John, Ev Younger, Mayor Bradley, Bishop Ward, mem- 
bers of the Los Angeles Press Club, and guests: 

First, let me thank you from the bottom of my heart for 
the honorary membership in this very prestigious club. 
Let me say that 30 years ago I had no premonition that 
[ would be here, either, on such an occasion. [Laughter] 

But I also would like to thank your good Mayor, Tom 
Bradley. The Ford family are deeply indebted to Tom and 
his wife. My wife Betty has been out here on a number of 
occasions, and I visited the city on quite a few occasions, 
and in each and every instance Tom and his wife have 
heen very cordial and warm in their reception, and I 
thank you very much, Tom. 

I might add that it is Ron Nessen’s 42d birthday. You 
know Ron started his job as a young, healthy, alert, and 
vital newsman. [Laughter] Look at him now. [Laughter] 
But I might add as a postscript, I think Ron does a first- 
class job for me. Any of the problems that arise are mine, 
not his. 

But, John and members of the press club, I am deeply 
grateful for the invitation to be here this morning. I am 
told that the Greater Los Angeles Press Club was founded 
on Friday, June 13, 1947, and one year later, for the 
celebration of your first birthday in 1948, you took over 
the Coconut Grove and invited the President of the United 
States to be your guest. Although it isn’t quite your 30th 
birthday, I congratulate you and wish you many, many 
happy returns, and I hope that you will invite me back to 
help you celebrate your 31st anniversary or dedicate your 
new West Coast communication center. If you do, I will 
accept. 

The most memorable quote from Harry Truman’s ap- 
pearance before the press club here 20 years ago was his 
observation “The President of the United States is be- 
hind the eight ball a good deal of the time.” I don’t see 
where things have changed a great deal. [Laughter] 

But, exciting as President Truman’s comeback trail 
in California was during the campaign, I wasn’t paying 
too much attention to it. I had a campaign of my own to 
worry about, my first, in 1948. The main issue in my cam- 
paign was foreign policy, whether the United States 


‘should exercise its role of leadership in the post-war period 


or whether we should retreat into old-fashioned isolation- 
ism, whether we should demobilize further and reduce our 
defenses for domestic programs or whether we, with our 
allies, should brace ourselves to bear a long-range cost of 
preserving peace and freedom throughout the world. 
Although I disagreed with President Truman about 
Most other issues in that campaign and denounced the 
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Washington establishment at every opportunity, I sup- 
ported him on such important international issues as the 
rebuilding of the Western Europe, the establishment of 
NATO, and the resistance to the Soviet threat. 

Let me tell you how I reached that conviction, and I 
still hold this situation as America’s role in building a 
safer and saner world. In 1934, as Hitler began his rapid 
rise to power, I finished the University of Michigan torn 
between my longstanding ambition to study law and 
making some money playing professional football. The 
first time I ever saw the Pacific Ocean was when I came 
to California to play in the Shrine East-West Game on 
New Year’s Day, 1935. I got my first look at the Atlantic 
Ocean a few months later when I got a job as an assistant 
football coach at Yale University. I figured I could go to 
Yale Law School in my spare time. 

But, they said that was unheard of, and it took me 
2 years to convince the authorities that I could do both. 
Between the law library and the locker room, we talked 
about the wars, the rumors of wars that were going on in 
Europe as well as in Asia, and some of us believed Wendell 
Willkie’s warning that America was a part of one world 
and should stand with the forces of freedom and decency 
if they were to survive. 

I had just hung up my shingle and my Yale Law School 
diploma back in Michigan when the staggering news of 
Pearl Harbor turned all of our news into action. As it did 
for so many other Americans, California provided my 
last liberty on the way to the Pacific, and California was 
the first welcome sight at home at the end of World 
War II. 

Many in my generation did not come back, but we who 
did were determined to build a peace in a world that 
would endure for our children as well as our grandchil- 
dren. We knew it was up to the United States because only 
through our sustained strength—amilitary, economic, and 
moral strength—could there be a chance of lasting peace. 
And I run for President of the United States in 1976 on 
that same policy, and I intend to win. 

I know that you want to hear specifics instead of gen- 
eralities and facts instead of frustrations. The foreign poli- 
cies of this country, in my judgment, ought not to be 
characterized as Truman policy, Eisenhower policy, or 
Ford policies; certainly not Acheson or Dulles policies or 
Kissinger policies, but as the policies of the United States 
that reflect the real purposes of the American people when 
they follow their finest instincts. 

Since Washington, who told us truly that the best way 
to preserve peace is to be prepared for war, there have been 
continued elements in our foreign policy as well as un- 
foreseen events and discouraging setbacks. We have, by 
and large, remained faithful to the principles on which 
this Nation was founded some 200 years ago: Self-deter- 
mination and love of liberty, the obligation of the strong 
toward the weak and of the prosperous toward the poor. 
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We have learned the hard way that we cannot force 
freedom on the unwilling, that we cannot fill every out- 
stretched hand, or involve ourselves in every faraway 
fight. But we can be an immense influence for good, for 
justice, for r:ason, and for peace throughout the world. 

Let me cite just a few examples of what I mean specifi- 
cally. Take SALT II—the negotiations with the Soviet 
Union to limit strategic nuclear weapons and launching 
systems. As everybody knows, both the United States and 
the Soviets have more than enough of these terrible weap- 
ons to deter any attack by the other. But until there is 
a mutually satisfactory agreement fully verifiable, neither 
side can permit the other to gain strategic superiority, and 
so both sides continue to build more and more systems at 
a very tremendous cost. 

What is our United States objective in SALT II? To 
further reduce the dangers of a runaway thermonuclear 
arms race and the risk of an unthinkable holocaust. What 
are we trying to agree upon with the Soviet Union? A 
cap or ceiling on the total number of launchers and bomb- 
ers either side can have ready for use at any given time. 
If new ones are added, the same number of existing stra- 
tegic systems have to be scrapped. 

At Vladivostok, for the first time, we agreed to equal 
numbers of missile launchers and bombers for us as well 
as for them. For years the Soviets had held out on the 
grounds that their defense needs demanded that they 
have more than we. Furthermore, the equal numbers we 
agreed upon would compel the Soviets to destroy some of 
their existing strategic systems and allow the United States 
to complete our present programs. 

What remains for both sides is to find a way to deal 
with certain new missile and other systems capable of 
either strategic or tactical use. We call them more or less 
gray area weapons systems. And, of course, whatever is 
agreed tc would have to be mutually acceptable to both 
sides. 

If this is resolved to our satisfaction, I will send the 
negotiated treaty to the United States Senate for full 
scrutiny and public debate. This is true of all of our treaty 
negotiations, with super powers or with smaller neighbors. 
We are doing nothing behind the backs of the American 
people or contrary to the constitutional checks and bal- 
ances on the Presidential power to conduct foreign rela- 
tions with other countries. 

And there is one more thing that I can tell you: When- 
ever I get a good agreement that protects the interests of 
the United States and advances the prospects of perma- 
nent peace, I am going to sign it and send it to the United 
States Senate whether it helps me or hurts me in this 
election. 

In Portland the other night, I talked about Africa. I 
will only repeat that this huge continent commands the 
sea lanes of the South Atlantic and the Indian Ocean 
as well, as well as a wealth of raw materials which we 
increasingly rely upon. 
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The Soviet Union recently demonstrated an intense 
interest in the southern part of Africa and our Congress 
deliberately let strategic Angola fall under their influence, 
I have used and shall continue to use diplomatic counter. 
measures and whatever means may be essential to our na- 
tional security to keep open all of our strategic sea lanes 
and to check Soviet involvement and Cuban adventurism, 
whether in Africa or the Americas. But I will take the 
path of peaceful persuasion and negotiation as long as it 
is open. I will not let the United States’ foreign policy 
become a political football if I can in any way possibly 
help it. 

But let’s turn to the Middle East, under another strate- 
gic area of the world, where our perseverance for peace 
is at least paying some dividends. I am very proud of last 
year’s Sinai agreement as a milestone on the road to peace 
with Israel and her Arab neighbors which would have 
been inconceivable a few years ago. The leaders of both 
Egypt and Israel trusted the United States, trusted us suffi- 
ciently to make this historic first step after decades of dis- 
trust and four costly wars, not only bringing death and 
destruction to them, but also threatening a confrontation 
between us and the Soviet Union. 

Because of the foreign policy, we have pursued a friend- 
ship and fairness toward the moderate Arab nations and 
a continuing commitment to the security and survival of 
Israel. The United States—and the United States alone— 
can exercise such influence for peace and stability in the 
Middle East. 

Ours is not a policy of threats or bluster, but of firmness, 
patient mediation, and growing trust. A strong Israel is 
essential to a stable peace in that area, the disruptions of 
which in 1973 brought on the oil embargo that not only 
weakened our economy but crippled Western Europe's 
as well. Our commitment to Israel is demonstrated by 
almost $4 billion in the two budgets that I have submitted 
to the Congress, which is not only in Israel’s interest but 
in our own, and the free world’s. But our strengths and 
our goals of peace and freedom will be to no avail if we 
lack the will, the unity, and the steadfastness required to 
use our power to support our friends. If there is a doubt, 
if there is uncertainty about our cohesiveness and the 
clarity of policy, our friends cannot be protected nor our 
opponents dissuaded from aggressive adventures. 

President Truman, recalling the whistle-stop campaign 
that brought him behind your eight ball in 1948, wrote in 
his memoirs that there could hardy have been a worse 
time for a political election than in that summer. He was 
trying to persuade the Russians to negotiate and to pre- 
vent a war in the Middle East. 

While he was battling the do-nothing Congress, as he 
called it, he was also being assailed by the right wing of 
his own party for being an appeaser and by its left wing 
for being a warmonger. Well, as Mr. Truman often said, 
“If you can’t stand the heat you should stay out of the 
kitchen.” 
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So, now being in the same kitchen behind the same 
tight ball, I would be glad to respond to as many of your 
questions as we have time for. 


QUESTIONS 
THEME AND GOALS OF FORD ADMINISTRATION 


Q. Good morning, Mr. President. There has been some 
criticism that your campaign lacks a theme; they say it 
lacks vision, a rallying cry. Would you please respond to 
that, sir? 

Tue Present. I believe we have a theme. I have 
been preaching it almost from the inception of this ad- 
ministration but, more directly, since the campaign started 
in January in New Hampshire: peace, which we have 
achieved and which we intend to maintain; prosperity, 
which we have accomplished despite the problems of the 
last 12 months, we are well on the way to a surging econ- 
omy; and the restoration of trust and confidence in the 
White House itself. 

And my vision, as far as the next 4 years and the next 
century, can be very simply put—and let me go back just 
a bit. Our first century of America resulted in the United 
States accomplishing the unbelievable, of having a good, 
free government where freedom was a vitally important 
ingredient and where the procedures for government were 
well established. Our second century of this great country 
developed our industrial capacity so that we now have the 
greatest capacity in that regard of any nation in the his- 
tory of mankind. 

Of the vision that I have for the next 4 years and for 
the next century, is just this: Our third century ought to 
be the century for the individual. I think we have become 
dominated by mass government, mass education, mass 
labor, mass business, mass industry. I think it is about 
time that we ought to put the emphasis in the next hun- 
dred years on the individual, and that is my vision for 
this country. 


JUDICIAL RESTRAINT OF THE NEWS MEDIA 


Q. Mr. President, the news media are increasingly con- 
cerned with the tendency of the courts throughout the 
United States to conduct trials in secret and to issue gag 
orders which we consider to be in violation of the Consti- 
tution. Does your administration plan any action with 
regard to that? 

THE PresipEeNt. We, in my administration, have some 
differences with the courts ourselves—{laughter]—so I 
have been admonished by my Attorney General and other 
legal advisers that I should not, under any circumstances, 
tell the courts what they should or shouldn’t do, I have 
been tempted, but I have bitten my tongue on a good 
Many occasions. 

I can only say that I sympathize with the views that the 
news media have. I think it would be unfortunate if the 


PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 





Volume 12—Number 22 





951 


courts of this country should close the doors to the public 
and to the press in the conduct of either criminal or civil 
trials. Our society has always been, and I hope always will 
be, predicated on openness. I might add parenthetically, 
that is one of the things we have tried to do in the White 
House in the past 22 months. So, I am sympathetic, but I 
am not sure we can do anything in a legislative way to 
remedy the situations. Maybe a few new judges might 
help, however. [Laughter] 


SECRETARY OF STATE KISSINGER 


Q. Mr. President, you talked about the successful Sinai 
agreement, and Mr. Kissinger has played a large and im- 
portant role in the Middle East. He has suddenly resigned 
and, of course, you are having pressures from Mr. Reagan. 
And I just would question Mr. Kissinger’s resignation, and 
is that politically motivated? 

Tue Preswent. Well, I am not familiar with any 
words or actions by Secretary Kissinger that would indi- 
cate that he is going to resign. I strongly support our for- 
eign policy, which is a result of decisions that I make and 
which is the result of the execution of it by him as Secretary 
of State. 

How do you judge whether a Secretary of State has done 
a good or bad job? I think the way you do it is to see 
whether this country has achieved, maintained, and has a 
capability of maintaining peace in the future. And when 
you look at the policy of this country at the present time, 
we have achieved it, we are maintaining it, and we have, 
I think, the opportunity to continue the maintenance of 
peace. 

So, when you have a good policy and the person respon- 
sible for its execution—I don’t think you ought to break up 
a good team. And I don’t intend to let Secretary Kissinger 
go because I think he has been a darned good Secretary 
of State. 


REASONS FOR VOTING FOR PRESIDENT FORD 


Q. Mr. President, I was going to ask a question about 
Secretary Kissinger, but I think I will change it in view of 
your answer, because you have already answered it. 

Why should people, especially the Republicans of Cali- 
fornia, vote for President Ford instead of Governor 
Reagan? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I appreciate the change of ques- 
tion that you—T[laughter|—well, my answer is very 
straightforward and very simple. In the 22 months that I 
have been President, I have turned the economy around, 
and the situation was very serious when I became Presi- 
dent— inflation, 12 percent; we were on the precipice of a 
serious economic recession. The record shows that we have 
turned the recession around so we are moving in the right 
direction, both from the point of view of employment 
and unemployment. And certainly we have made great 
strides and progress in combating inflation. We have 
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ended a drastic and serious and frustrating war in 
Vietnam. 

And the prospects for peace in the future, I think, have 
never been better. We have the alliance of our friends in 
Europe and the Pacific and we have the respect of our 
adversaries. And certainly, the open door and candid and 
forthright policies we have had in the White House since 
I have been President, in my judgment, justify another 4 
years for Jerry Ford. 

ANGOLA 


Q. Mr. President, it is nice to see you, sir. 

Tue Present. Nice to see you again, Dan. 

Q. Thank you. 

Mr. President, you said Congress deliberately let Soviet 
influence spread into Angola. What do you believe Con- 
gress should have done to stop that? 

Tue Present. Well, prior to the Soviet massive in- 
tervention and prior to the Cuban intervention, with some 
12,000 to 15,000 military personnel, there were three 
forces—the MPLA, which was being supported to a mini- 
mum degree by the Soviet Union; the FNLA; and the 
UNITA forces which we, to a degree, were supporting. 

It looked, as I recall, in October, that if we were able to 
add a few million dollars with no U.S. military personnel, 
that the UNITA and the FNLA forces could have pre- 
vailed. And I went through the proper procedure with 
the various committees of the House and the Senate, told 
them what we wanted to do with the money that they had 
made available for our intelligence covert operations. 

The Senate, particularly, said no; in other words, cut 
our ground from underneath us. And the net result is we 
couldn’t spend the money to help the two what we thought 
were the legitimate forces in Angola. 

The minute the Senate of the United States and even- 
tually the House joined them in removing our capability 
to spend this money in conjunction with some other allies 
throughout the world who were ready to help us—the 
minute that happened, the Soviet Union accelerated its 
military involvement with some $200 million worth of 
arms, sophisticated weapons, and the Cuban troops 
moved in en masse. And when that happened the Soviet 
weapons and the Cuban personnel, the UNITA and the 
FNLA were wiped out and the MPLA took over. And the 
net result today is you have a festering situation in Angola 
where you still have 12,000 to 15,000 Cuban mercenaries, 
supported by the Soviet Union, and the danger of that 
situation developing in other Southern African countries. 
I think it was the worst mistake that the Congress has 
done in a long, long time, because it has accelerated the 
radicalism in Southern Africa. 

When I sent Secretary Kissinger over there 2 or 3 
weeks ago, it was aimed at trying to get the moderates to 
come back from radicalism and to keep the radicals from 
going into a violent race war, and I think we made a lot 
of headway. 


But this all could have been avoided if we hadn’t made 
a serious mistake—when I say we, I say the Congress— 
it all could have been avoided if they had given us a 
relatively small amount of money to help what I think 
were the legitimate parties in Angola. 

Q. Mr. President, this will be the last question. 

THE PRESIDENT. We can have one more after this if 
somebody is ready, willing, and able. 


SCHOOL BUSING 


Q. Mr. President, I wanted to know whether you be- 
lieve that there are some situations in which busing could 
help toward the implementation of the 1954 Supreme 
Court school desegregation ruling? 

THE PresweENT. Basically, I have opposed the kind 
of busing remedy that the courts have utilized for the 
achievement of quality education. I think the courts have 
gone much too far in most cases in trying to achieve qual- 
ity education by the imposition of court-ordered forced 
busing to achieve racial balance. 

I am strongly opposed to segregation. I fully uphold the 
constitutional rights of those who have been discriminated 
against in the past. But the Court really has a tool in court- 
ordered forced busing. 

I can cite one case that I am personally familiar with 
where they handled that remedy in a responsible way— 
my own hometown of Grand Rapids, Michigan. A judge 
used good judgment and the problem was solved. We took 
care of segregation in a proper way constitutionally and, 
at the same time, we were able to put the emphasis on 
quality education. 

But I can cite some other judges—and I won’t do that 
because the Attorney General admonishes me not to do 
so—where I think they have gone far too far, and the net 
result is we have torn up a number of communities, and 
it is tragic and sad. 

I hope that the Supreme Court, in the proper case, can 
give some better guidelines, more specific guidelines to 
some of these lower Federal courts so that they can use 
a better judgment in trying to achieve, first, quality edu- 
cation and, secondly, the ending of segregation, and the 
protection of constitutional rights. 


DOMESTIC PRIORITY OF FORD ADMINISTRATION 


Q. Mr. President, if given 4 more years, what will be 
your administration’s top domestic priorities? 

Tue PresipeNnt. The top domestic priority would be 
to ensure that this country has the kind of economic 
strength and equity that I think we can achieve. We have 
to get our rate of inflation down lower than it is even to- 
day. We have to provide jobs for the 1,800,000 young 
people who are coming into the labor market every year. 
We have to expand our capability to meet the thrust and 
the challenge of other economies around the world, both 
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those behind the Iron Curtain and those in our free indus- 
trial society. 

If we can provide the economic climate that I think 
this Nation has such a capability, in my judgment, most 
of our other problems can be solved in the process. 

So, I intend to make sure that we keep for the next 4 
years the kind of progress and headway in jobs, in licking 
inflation, and equity for those people who are seeking 
employment with the emphasis on the private sector. 

Thank you all very, very much. 
note: The President spoke at 9:02 a.m. in the Grand Ballroom at 
the Hyatt House International. 

The President was introduced by John McSweeney, president of 


the Los Angeles Press Club, and presented with an honorary life 
membership in the Los Angeles Press Club. 


San Jose, California 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
the San Jose Airport. May 25, 1976 


Tue PresipeENt. Good morning, everybody. It is nice to 
be in San Jose. We have had a superb trip that took us to 
two other States, plus the great State of California. It is 
nice to see two of my former colleagues here, Al Bell and 
Pete McCloskey. 

I think we have had a very successful trip in California 
so far, The reason that I am encouraged is the programs 
that I have tried to put forth, implement, and execute for 
the last 21 months have been programs that I find appeal- 
ing to people in California. 

We have tried, as I think all of you know, to restore 
confidence in the White House, to turn the economy 
around, to get more jobs, and we have achieved that with 
some 3,300,000 more jobs in the last 12 months. We have 
87,400,000 people gainfully employed at the present time, 
an all-time record. 

If you look at the area of foreign policy, we have 
achieved the peace, we have it, and the policies, both mili- 
tary and diplomatically, will continue to maintain that 
peace. So, we are hoping and trusting that the people in 
the six primary States today and the three that come June 8 
will give us the kind of support that will ensure the nomi- 
nation and the election in November. 

I will be glad to answer any questions. 

Q. Mr. President, how do you think you will score in 
delegates in today’s six primaries? 

Tue Present. I think we will break at least even. I 
am naturally hopeful that we will get a few more than 50 
percent of them, and from the reports we get in the six 
States, I think that will take place. 

Q. Mr. President, I understand you do not have Cali- 
fornia on your schedule after this trip. The crowds in San 
Diego were not very large. Are you depressed at all about 
California? 
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THE PresweENT. I am not depressed at all about Cali- 
fornia. The crowds where I have been have been excellent, 
the response has been very favorable. We have not made a 
final decision as to whether I will return to California. 
I would hop that I could, but we have to live within the 
law as to expenditures. And when we get back to Wash- 
ington and analyze the situation, we will make a final 
decision. I sure would like to come back. 

Q. Mr. President, this morning in Los Angeles you were 
asked about Secretary Kissinger and you said you have 
no intention of letting him go. Does that mean you will 
try to dissuade him from resigning if you are elected? 

THE Presivenrt. Of course. 

Q. Do you think you will win all six States in the pri- 
maries today? 

THE PresipentT. I don’t want to get into picking one 
or another. We have analyzed all six, Phil, and our best 
judgment is that when the total number of delegates rep- 
resented by those six States are added up, we will get at 
least a 50-50 break and hopefully a few more. 

Q. Mr. President, can you give us a projection of where 
you think you will be going into the California primary, 
and that day, when there are primaries in New Jersey and 
Ohio as well, how do you think you will stand with Ron- 
ald Reagan? 

THE PRESIDENT. Our best judgment is we will continue 
the momentum that we have. We think, of course, we will 
do well in New Jersey and Ohio, and we hope to do better 
here in California than some of the forecasters have pre- 
dicted. We are still an underdog, but I have seen some 
good underdogs win in the final. We are still predicting 
in Kansas City we will get a first ballot victory. 

Q. Has California become a make it or break it State? 

THE Presipent. We haven’t analyzed that yet, but it 
is, of course, still a crucial State. 

Thank you all very, very much. 

Reporter. Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:42 a.m. 


San Jose, California 


The President’s Remarks at the Center for the 
Performing Arts. May 25, 1976 


Halsey, Congressman Pete McCloskey, Congressman Al 
Bell, your outstanding Mayor, Janet Hayes, ladies and 
gentlemen: 

It is just an overwhelming welcome, and from the bot- 
tom of my heart I thank you all very, very much. Let me 
say, if First Mama was here she would love each and 
every one of you. [Laughter] 

I really enjoy the company of Americans who are work- 
ing to bring more jobs and greater prosperity to our coun- 
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try, and that is why I am especially pleased to be with all 
of you here today. 

I have heard about your program. I know what you are 
trying to do. And I just compliment you and certainly ex- 
tend to all of you the respect and admiration of 215 mil- 
lion other Americans. I am proud of you, as you should 
be proud of yourselves. 

One of my greatest responsibilities as President has been 
the task of revitalizing our economy. In meeting that chal- 
lenge, I have placed full confidence in the strength of our 
free enterprise system and you have shown that faith is 
totally and fully justified. On your own here in San Jose, 
with your enterprise, your initiative, you have established 
an international business park to create millions and mil- 
lions of dollars in new revenue for this area as well as pro- 
vide as many as some 12,000 jobs over the coming years. 

The new Foreign Trade Zone within the park will also 
strengthen our participation in the international market. 
It is good for you, and it is good for the country, and I 
wish you the very, very best with your international park 
and the trade zone. And I congratulate the members of the 
Chamber of Commerce on your new office building, and 
I thank you all for making my job a good bit easier. I am 
very grateful and very thankful. 

Now, your economic outlook here in San Jose looks 
bright, and I see the optimism all over the country, but I 
think we have to be honest and say it wasn’t always so. 

Just 21 months ago America’s prosperity and America’s 
economy were threatened by a chilling combination of 
recession as well as inflation. Some of America’s leading 
economists and politicians thought it best to impose wage 
and price controls to deal with America’s economic prob- 
lems. Others insisted that we spend massive amounts of 
Federal dollars to stimulate the economy despite the 
danger of feeding an already dangerous inflation. 

The way to real recovery, enduring prosperity in Amer- 
ica was not through government quick fixes. It has never 
worked in the past and I knew deep in my heart it wouldn’t 
work in America in the future. 

I had a faith in America that it, as a country, and 215 
million of us, would work our way out of its economic dif- 
ficulties rather than to try and spend our way out. I pro- 
posed, and the Congress accepted, a major tax cut for in- 
dividuals, tax incentives for business to expand and to in- 
crease job production so that we could get the great free 
enterprise system in this country working at full speed 
again. 

We also began a comprehensive effort to restore the 
confidence of the American people in themselves, in their 
government, and in their future. This was absolutely 
essential—to restore the economic confidence of the con- 
sumer, a very, very key element in a recovery policy. 

As we look back over the last 21 or 22 months, these 
policies have been successful. America is in the midst of a 
strong and surging recovery, and we, as Americans, should 
be very proud of it, as I am. 


The real gross national product rose during the first 
quarter—January, February, and March of this year— 
at an annual rate of 81% percent—far, far above even the 
most optimistic predictions. Since the bottom of the reces. 
sion about a year ago, we have gained 3,300,000 jobs, and 
than 700,000 new jobs in the last month alone. More 
Americans—87 ,400,000—are on the job today, more than 
ever before in the history of this great country. We are 
moving dramatically in the right direction, but I will not 
be satisfied until every American who wants a job can 
find a job. 

We will not achieve full employment by letting the 
Federal Government plan and control our national econ- 
omy. Just over a week ago, I proposed to the Congress a 
4-year agenda for action on comprehensive regulatory re- 
form in every major segment of our economy. My ad- 
ministration, since I have taken this great trust in this 
wonderful office, has undertaken some of the most fun- 
damental reforms in government regulations and in report- 
ing requirements in the Nation’s history. 

Small businesses in this country spend something like 
$18 billion every year just to comply with government 
reporting requirements. Most of the merchants in 
America are small business men and women, and it is time 
they got back to working for their customers instead of 
working for the Federal Government. And it is time the 
Government minded its own business and let you run 
yourself and your lives. 

More government will not solve America’s economic 
problems. The answer is less government control, less 
wasteful government spending, and lower taxes for mid- 
dle-income Americans. 

I want to cut your Federal income taxes by some $10 
billion, beginning July 1 of this year, just a few weeks 
away. I want to increase the personal exemption from 
$750 per person to $1,000 per person. I want to enact an 
accelerated depreciation allowance and another invest- 
ment tax credit to retain the the $50,000 corporate surtax 
exemption. 

Let me change the subject, if I might. I have vetoed 49 
bills sent to me by the Congress over the last 21 months. 
Responsible Members of the Congress sustained 42 of 
those vetoes and, incidentally, those vetoes have saved the 
American taxpayers $13 billion. If the Congress keeps on 
sending me big spending, budget-busting expenditure 
bills, I will use my veto again and again and again. And 
that is in the best interest of this country. 

If the Congress would act responsibly—and that is 
pretty hard for a majority of them, not Al or Pete, of 
course—if they would enact my tax cut proposals instead 
of thinking up new ways to spend your money, we could 
create in this country a tremendous demand for goods and 
services that would mean many, many more American 
jobs and lasting prosperity. That would be the inevitable 
result. 
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One of the most encouraging economic statistics is the 
index of consumer confidence. That is all of us, 215 mil- 
lion of us in this great country. Well, it is going up double 
what it was a year ago. In economic terms, that means, 
of course, the American people are spending more money, 
moving more goods, and even willing to borrow again for 
major purposes for the future. It means the American 
people are looking to the future with faith instead of fear. 
I have restored that faith by making my administration 
an open, candid and forthright one, and I will promise 
no more than I can deliver and I will deliver everything 
that I promise. 

As we came from the airport to this wonderful facility, 
I had an opportunity to talk with Mayor Hayes. She dis- 
cussed with me the absolute need and necessity for Con- 
gress moving on the extension of general revenue sharing. 
Now, that term or title doesn’t necessarily mean a great 
deal to all of you, but let me be quite specific. Back in 1972 
it was decided that we ought to give to the 39,000 local 
units of government, including San Jose and the 50 States, 
about $5-to-$6 billion a year so that the local people would 
make the decisions as to how that money would be spent 
instead of having some far-off bureaucrat in Washington 
telling you what you in San Jose ought to have or 
shouldn’t have. 

Well, that program has been a tremendous success, and 
Ihave talked to Mayor Hayes about it. I led the fight for 
that legislation in 1972. A year ago, I asked the Congress 
to extend that legislation for another 534 years. It is al- 
most unbelievable that the Congress hasn’t acted upon 
that legislation. 

I know that my two former colleagues here in this audi- 
torium today agree with me. But, if that legislation is not 
enacted soon, it means that the States—50 of them, and 
the local units of government, 39,000 including your 
great community of San Jose—will either have to increase 
taxes or reduce services. 

I urge you in every way that you can to stimulate the 
Congress to moving on this legislation. I am proud of the 
fact that I fought for it, and I am fighting for it now, and 
I don’t understand those other Presidential candidates 
who don’t think it is a good idea. It is good for San Jose, 
it is good for California, and it is good for America. 

I was also told on the way in that there were some 
wonderful senior citizens in this audience here, and I 
would like to talk to them quite specifically, as well as 
talk to some of the people who are about to retire. For too 
long a time there has been a disposition on the part of the 
Congress to duck the problem that we face as to the finan- 
cial integrity of the Social Security Trust Fund. 

When I looked at the figures last November and De- 
cember it was obvious to me that we had to face up to the 
fact that in a 12-month period, right now, there will be a 
$3.5 billion deficit between revenues on the one hand and 
expenditures and benefits on the other. 
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If we don’t act affirmatively and face up to the hard 
issue, it means that next year there will be a $4 billion 
deficit and the following year it will be over $4 billion. 
This trust fund could soon come down to zero. 

I think every public official in this country owes an 
obligation to our older citizens because they have earned 
what they get from the Social Security Trust Fund, and 
we won't let you down. Those politicians who duck the 
issue I think are not playing fair and square with the 33 
million Americans who are today receiving benefits and 
the millions and millions of other Americans who are pay- 
ing and expect their government to live up to its 
obligation. 

As long as I am President, we are going to find a way 
to keep our commitment to those under social security. I 
assure you of that. As I finish, let me ask each and every 
one of you, and I hope and trust that the record I have 
carried out for the last 22 months would justify your sup- 
port. We have returned peace to America. We have the 
capability militarily and diplomatically to ensure that 
peace. We have turned our economy around, and we are 
on the upswing of a surging prosperity. Everything that is 
supposed to be going up is going up and everything that 
is supposed to be going down is going down. 

Finally, I think I have restored trust in the White House 
and the Oval Office. I want to pursue a steady, construc- 
tive course that has led us from war to peace, from reces- 
sion to recovery, from cynicism to confidence, and from 
fear to faith. With your support, with your mandate for 
the next 4 years, I will continue to work for an America 
where life is valued for its quality as well as for its com- 
fort, where the individual is inviolate in his constitutional 
rights, and where the government serves and the people 
rule. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. 


San Jose, California 


The President’s Remarks at a President Ford Committee 
Reception. May 25, 1976 


When I look at all this wonderful talent and these fine 
supporters, obviously I can’t help but be enthusiastic about 
our opportunities and our prospects on June 8. 

We have found in the last week a real surge in the 
momentum. We went through a tough time. We didn’t 
lose our cool. And then along came Maryland and Michi- 
gan—did pretty well by us. [Laughter] 

The nicest thing is the old congressional district that I 
represented, they gave me 85 percent of the vote. I must 
tell you about one precinct. It is down in a rural area, a 
good agricultural area called Overrizen. They have a lot 
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of good Dutchmen there and they know how to vote. 
[Laughter] They have three churches and a couple of gas 
stations and a school. And when they added up all the 
votes last Tuesday, 595 for Ford and 2 for Mr. Reagan. 

I don’t expect to do quite that well here in Santa Clara 
County, but what I do hope we can do is convince the 
people of San Jose, Santa Clara County, and the people 
of California that the programs we have implemented, 
which we can summarize very quickly—the restoration 
of public confidence in the White House, the turning 
around of our economy from the serious economic reces- 
sion, with good policies, so that we are on the upswing 
where I think we can have, if we don’t get sidetracked 
by the Congress, a solid and very prosperous economy in 
the months ahead. 

Number three, because of our military capability, be- 
cause of our diplomatic skill, we can maintain the peace 
that we have achieved and give us the opportunity to 
strengthen the moral fibers and protect the freedom that 
all of us love and cherish so much in this great country. 

Thank you all very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:40 p.m. in the Ridder Room at 
the Center for the Performing Arts. 


San Jose, California 


The President’s Remarks at a Luncheon Marking 
the Dedication of the San Jose Foreign 
Trade Zone. May 25, 1976 


Halsey, Congressman Pete McCloskey, Congressman Al 
Bell, Congressman Mineta, Ev Younger, Mayor Hayes, 
Paul Mariani, Ron James, and, of course, my old and 
very dear friend, Dave Patrick, distinguished guests, 
ladies and gentleman: 

I have always enjoyed the company of Americans who 
are working to bring more jobs and greater prosperity 
to our country, and that is why I am especially pleased 
and very happy to be with you here in San Jose today. 

One of my greatest responsibilities as President has 
been the task of revitalizing our economy. In meeting that 
challenge, I place full confidence in the ability of our 
free enterprise system, and you have shown that that kind 
of faith is fully justified here in San Jose. On your own, 
with your own enterprise, your own initiative, you have 
established an international business park that is expected 
to create millions and millions of dollars in new revenue 
for this area and provide as many as 12,000 jobs in the 
forthcoming years. 

The new Foreign Trade Zone within the park will also 
strengthen our participation in the international market. 
And I wish you the very, very best of luck with your inter- 
national park, as well as your trade zone. I congratulate 


wholeheartedly the members of the Chamber of Com. 
merce on your new office building and thank you all for 
making my job a little bit easier. 

Your economic future looks very bright in a city with 
all this talent and all this energy. I see optimism actually 
spreading all over our country. 

It was not always so, as you will find if you refresh 
your memories. Just 21 months ago America’s prosperity 
and economic strength were seriously threatened by a 
chilling combination of recession as well as inflation, 
Some of America’s leading economists and _ politicians 
thought it best, for example, to impose wage and price 
controls to deal with the economic difficulties that we 
were experiencing. Others insisted that we spend massive 
amounts of Federal dollars to stimulate the economy. 

Despite the danger, of course, of feeding an always 
dangerous inflation, I decided the way to real recovery 
and enduring prosperity in America was not through 
government quick fixes. We have tried those in the past. 
We know they haven’t worked and we knew they 
wouldn’t work in 1975 or 1976. 

I had faith that America would work its way out of its 
economic difficulties rather than trying to spend its way 
out of its difficulties. I proposed, and the Congress ac- 
cepted, a major tax cut for individuals and tax incentives 
for business expansion and job production so that we 
could get the great American free enterprise system work- 
ing at full speed. 

We also began a comprehensive effort to restore the 
confidence of the American people in themselves, in their 
government, and in their own future. This effort was ab- 
solutely essential to restoring the economic confidence of 
the consumer—of course, a very key element in the prog- 
ress we had to make. 

These policies, as we look back, have been very, very 
successful. America today is in the midst of a strong and 
surging economic recovery, and we should be very proud 
of that progress. 

The real gross national product rose during the first 
quarter—January, February, March of this year—at an 
annual rate of 8 percent—far, far above the most opti- 
mistic predictions. In dollars and cents, that means the 
value of America’s output of goods and services rose at 
an annual rate of almost $200 billion. 

The amount of money people have to spend after taxes 
and other deductions are taken from their paychecks, it 
is what the economists call real, spendable income. This 
is increased by $100 billion in the past 12 months. 

Farm income is at an all-time high and so is agricul- 
tural production. Total resales are up more than 14 per- 
cent. Automobile sales are up 34 percent over a year ago. 
Food sales are up more than 7 percent. General merchan- 
dise is up 12 percent. 

The prime rate of interest has been reduced from 12 
percent when I became the President, to 634 percent to- 
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day. As a matter of fact, it looks to me like everything 
that should be going up is going up and everything that 
should be going down is going down. Since the bottom of 
the recession about a year ago, we have gained 3,300,000 
new jobs, more than 700,000 new jobs in the last month 
alone. 

But the most important thing, more Americans— 
87,400,000 of them—are on the job today, which is an 
all-time record in the history of the United States. This is 
progress, meaningful progress. But, most importantly, 
done the right way. 

Consider where we started from 12 months ago when 
the unemployment rate was nearly 9 percent. That is a 
good comeback by any standard. After months and 
months of higher unemployment and mounting fear, 
America today is getting back to work and faith in our 
country’s future has been restored. We are going in the 
right direction but this President will not be satisfied un- 
til every American who wants a job can find a job. That 
is my criteria. 

We will not achieve full employment by letting the 
Federal Government plan on the one hand, or control 
the national economy on the other. 

Just over a week ago, I proposed a very innovative rec- 
ommendation to the Congress—a 4-year agenda for action 
on comprehensive regulatory reform in every major seg- 
ment of our economy, and this would include, of course, 
OSHA, EPA—every agency, every department of the 
Federal Government would get a mandatory review on 
a 4-year basis. 

I expect the Congress to respond because it is my feel- 
ing that the public in California and in all 49 other States 
are demanding that somehow we get the workings of the 
Federal Government analyzed, reviewed, and _restruc- 
tured and made better. And the only way that I know 
is to get the legislation that I have proposed and I think 
the Congress, when they get the word from the public, will 
respond, help us out. This is the way to make our Govern- 
ment work for us and work for our country. 

May I say, also, the administration has undertaken 
some of the most fundamental reforms of government 
regulations in reporting requirements in the history. Small 
businesses in this country spend about $18 billion every 
year just to comply with government reporting require- 
ments. Most merchants in America are small businessmen 
or small businesswomen. It is time that they got back to 
working for their customers instead of working for the 
Federal Government. It is time the Government minded 
its own business for a while and let you run. yourself. 

More government will not solve America’s economic 
problems. The answer is less government control, less 
wasteful government spending, and lower taxes from 
middle-income Americans. 

_I want to cut Federal income taxes by an additional $10 
billion starting July 1, 1976, just a few months or a few 
weeks away. In my proposal to make these reductions in 


personal income taxes, I believe that we must increase the 
personal exemption from $750 to $1,000 for every indi- 
vidual taxpayer. 

But to help provide the kinds of jobs that are needed 
and necessary, I think we have to enact accelerated de- 
preciation allowances and another investment tax credit 
and to retain the $50,000 corporate surtax exemption. I 
want the American people to keep more of the money 
that they work so hard to earn. I want them to spend it 
the way they want to spend it, at the shopping center, on 
their children’s education, for whatever they need, instead 
of paying more and more for government programs that 
obviously we do not need. 

As some of you know, I have vetoed some 49 bills sent 
to me by the Congress in the last 21 or 22 months. Re- 
sponsible Members of the Congress sustained 42 of those 
vetoes, and those vetoes, as sustained by the Congress, have 
saved the American taxpayer $13 billion. That is a pret- 
ty good record, but as a postscript let me say if the Con- 
gress keeps on sending me those budget-busting, big spend- 
ing proposals, I am prepared to use my veto again and 
again and again. 

Now, if the Congress would act sensibly—and with all 
deference to my former colleagues—that is asking an aw- 
ful lot—{laughter]—they would enact my tax cut pro- 
posals instead of thinking up new fantastic ways to spend 
your money. We could create such a tremendous demand 
for goods and services that many, many more Americans’ 
jobs and lasting prosperity would be the inevitable result. 
We could also cut the rate of growth in Federal spending. 

My budget for fiscal year 1977, which begins October 1 
of this year, would cut the rate of growth of Federal spend- 
ing by 50 percent, approximately $28 billion, and set us on 
a course of a balanced budget by fiscal year 1979, plus an- 
other reduction or cut in Federal income taxes. 

I think that is a good economic package for America. I 
need your help in controlling an irresponsible Congress 
so we can achieve that result. I have done battle with in- 
flation for far too long to let it get out of control again. 
When I took office in August of 1974, the rate of infla- 
tion was 12 percent per annum or higher, the highest rate 
in more than 50 years. 

In the last 21 months, we have cut the rate of infla- 
tion by 50 percent or better, and with a little more co- 
operation from the Congress, we can cut it even more. The 
best news we have gotten in the first 4 months of 1976 
is that the rate of inflation on an annual basis is 3 percent 
or less, and if you take 12 percent, as it was 21 months 
ago, and what the rate of inflation for the first quarter 
of this year, we have made a 75 percent reduction in the 
rate of inflation. I think that is a darned good record. 

The real progress against inflation is one of the most 
encouraging of all of the recovery statistics because it 
means the strong economic recovery we are experiencing 
across this country will not go bust next year. But the most 
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important economic statistic is the index of consumer 
confidence. It is double in 1976 what it was in 1975. 

In economic terms that means the American people are 
spending more money, moving more goods, and even will- 
ing to borrow for major purchases for the future. In 
broader terms, it means the American people are looking 
to the future with faith instead of with fear. 

I deeply appreciate this opportunity to talk with you 
here this afternoon, to speak to you about some of the 
policies that in good, honest, deep conviction I have re- 
turned peace and prosperity and trust to America. 

Today, America is at peace. There are no American 
boys fighting anywhere on the face of the globe, and I 
intend to keep it that way. I will maintain the peace be- 
cause we have the military capability to do so and the 
diplomatic skill to accomplish it. I will secure the peace 
through strength and perseverance and leave the legacy 
of peace for our childen and their children. 

I will continue my policies of cutting your taxes, ex- 
panding the private economy, reducing the bureaucracy 
and useless regulation, and restraining Federal spending. 
My policies have brought us from the depths of a reces- 
sion to a sustained recovery and will insure that runaway 
inflation will never again rob us or our loved ones of the 
rewards of honest work and lifetime savings. 

Finally, I want to finish my most important job—the 
restoration of trust in the Presidency itself. As your Presi- 
dent, I will promise no more than I can deliver and I will 
deliver everything that I promise. 

I do need your support to ensure peace and prosperity 
and trust for the future, the future that we owe to our 
children and to their children. Americans have always 
wanted life to be better for our children than it was for 
us because life has been better than it was for our parents. 

What do I see ahead for this great country in which 
we live and which we love? I see a strong and confident 
America, secure in a strength that cannot alone be counted 
in megatons, a nation rejoicing in riches that cannot be 
eroded by inflation or by taxation. I see an America where 
life is valued for its comfort, where the individual is in- 
violate in his constitutional rights, and where the govern- 
ment serves and the people rule. 

Thank you very much. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:03 p.m. at McCabe Hall. 


The President was introduced by Halsey Burke, master of cere- 
monies at the luncheon. 


Walnut Creek, California 


The President’s Remarks at the Walnut Creek Town 
Square. May 25,1976 


State Senator John Nejedly, Mayor Schroeder, Mayor 
Wesson, Mayor Harmon, Mayor LaPointe, distinguished 
guests, ladies and gentlemen: 


My staff is going to give me the devil for taking my 
coat off, but when it is so nice in sunny California, I just 
can’t resist it. [Laughter] 

This campaign started in the snowy State and wonder. 
ful State of New Hampshire. We got off to a great start 
there in February, and we are going to end it with a 
great day June 8 in the State of California. 

It is so great to be here in Walnut Creek, surrounded 
by some of the most beautiful land that I have ever had 
the chance to see and, I must say in addition, some of the 
most beautiful people I have ever seen. Your open space 
program was a great cooperative effort by the people of 
Walnut Creek. It showed the vitality, the initiative that 
we see right here in your superb business districts. You 
have shown the dedication to civic achievements, prob- 
lemsolving, and a can-do spirit, and I salute you for it. 
Congratulations. 

My message to you today can be summed up in a very 
few words. As much as I believe in a strong and prosper- 
ous automobile industry, I come here to say there is abso- 
lutely no reason whatsoever for you to trade in a reliable 
Ford for a flashier model. [Laughter] 

Let me tell you why I am asking you, my fellow Amer- 
icans, for your support: because I have done a good job 
under the most difficult and the most trying circum- 
stances, and I want your vote on June 8. I want your help 
because we have maintained the peace, we have moved 
America on the road to prosperity and restored confidence 
and trust in the Presidency itself. 

I want a mandate from California so that we can say 
to the American people that the decision has been made, 
and we can move arm-in-arm toward victory in Novem- 
ber of 1976. 

Peace, prosperity, and trust are my record of perform- 
ance since I had the honor of becoming your President. 
Consider for a moment where we were in the first months 
of my Presidency. Inflation had soared to an annual rate 
of over 12 percent. Far too many Americans were being 
laid off and could not find new jobs. 

Just about a year ago, we hit the bottom of our worst 
recession in 40 years. Many were urging that the Presi- 
dent push the panic button. In Congress, many were call- 
ing for huge emergency Federal subsidies for more and 
bigger Government programs and higher deficit Govern- 
ment spending. 

We didn’t panic; we kept our cool. We never lost sight 
of a belief that I have had all of my political life: A gov- 
ernment big enough to give us everything we want is 4 
government big enough to take from us everything we 
have. ; 

We resisted big Government spending programs that 
would have inevitably caused larger deficits and even 
more destructive inflation. We did not go along with the 
discredited te~hniques of old politics: tax and tax, spend 
and spend, elect and elect. Instead, we pursued a calm, 
constructive, conservative point of view to insure 
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America’s economic health not just for an election year, 
but for the long pull. 

I had faith in you, 215 million Americans from the 
East to the West, from the North to the South. I had faith 
that the American system of private enterprise would once 
again gain its strength that has made us the envy of the 
world. 

Today, we meet not in the gloom of a recession or de- 
pression, but in the full surge of an economic recovery. 
We have added almost 3,300,000 jobs since the bottom 
of the recession 12 months ago, and 700,000 more jobs 
in the last month. But it will not satisfy me until every 
American who wants a job can find a job. 

Inflation has been cut by more than half, and we will 
keep the pressure on so that it won’t threaten our eco- 
nomic stability in the future. 

I vetoed 49 bills in the last 21-plus months. Forty-two 
of those vetoes have been sustained by the responsible 
Members of the Congress, saving the American tax- 
payers—that is you—$13 billion. That is a good record. 

Now, let me add a little postscript. If that Congress 
keeps on sending down some of these budget-busting, in- 
flationary proposals in the future, I will use that veto again 
and again and again for the American benefit of all of 
you. 

You know, it is about time that you get an opportunity 
to spend your money the way you want to spend it, in- 
stead of letting the Congress spend it for you. I am deeply 
determined that your tax dollars work as hard for you as 
each and every one of you have worked for them. I want 
the Government to spend less and to tax less. 

Last year, we reduced Federal income taxes. This year, 
I proposed that beginning July | of this year that we have 
another $10 billion tax reduction—75 percent of it to go 
to.the individual taxpayer so that you can spend your 
money the way you want it, and 25 percent to go to in- 
dustry so they can expand, so they can modernize and 
provide more jobs for people all over this country. 

As far as individual income tax reductions are con- 
cerned, I want the personal income tax exemption in- 
creased from $750 per person to $1,000 per person. 
Middle-income taxpayers in this country deserve a fair 
shake, and they haven’t gotten it in the last 10 years. 

Let me make it absolutely certain and positive, I will 
fight this Congress every step of the way to get the kind 
of tax relief that the American people deserve. 

But as we strengthen America’s economic security, we 
must, of course, increase America’s national security. To- 
day, America is at peace. There are no American boys 
fighting anywhere on the face of the earth, and I intend 
to keep it that way. We have the best trained, the best 
equipped, the best led fighting force in the world today, 
and they are all volunteers. The Ford administration 
ended the draft, and we have an all-volunteer military 
force that can handle any problem, any mission. It is un- 
surpassed in its capabilities to defend our national interest, 


to deter aggression, and to keep the peace, and we should 
be proud of their job. 

But frankly, we have a problem. In the last 10 years, 
from 1964 to 1974, Congress cut $50 billion from budgets 
sent to Capitol Hill by various Presidents. Last year, the 
Congress cut $7 billion out of my defense appropriation 
bill. We aren’t going to stand for it, because the United 
States needs the kind of a program that protects our way 
of life, our precious freedom, and the future of our chil- 
dren and our grandchildren. And I promise you I will 
fight for the kind of a program that we need, that we can 
have, that is essential for freedom for all of us in the 
future as well as in the present. 

With a mandate from all of you here in Walnut Creek 
and the surrounding communities, let me say I will finish 
the most important job—the greatest and most important, 
as I see it—the restoration of confidence and trust in the 
White House itself. As your President, I promise no more 
than I can deliver, and I promise I will deliver everything 
that I promise. 

I need your support to insure peace, returning pros- 
perity and trust, the good, secure, fulfilling future that we 
owe to our children. Americans historically have always 
wanted life to be better for our children than it was for 
us, because life for us has been better than it was for our 
parents. 

What do I see ahead for this great country? As we 
enter the third century of our independence, I see a strong, 
confident America, secure in a strength that cannot be 
counted in megatons, a nation rejoicing in its blessings 
that cannot be eroded by inflation or by taxation. I see 
an America where life is valued for its quality as well as 
for its comfort, where the individual is inviolate in his 
constitutional rights, where the government serves and 
the people rule. 

We have all shared the blessings of freedom. Now, let’s 
roll up our sleeves and join in the work of preserving the 
greatest country in the history of mankind. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. 


Walnut Creek, California 


The President’s Remarks at Rossmoor Leisure 
World. May 25, 1976 


John Nejedly, Mayor Schroeder, Marguerite Weishei- 
mer, Les Saywell, fellow Americans: 

It is wonderful to be here in Rossmoor. It is just superb 
weather, obviously wonderful people, that would be 
enough to make a person smile. 

But just before coming out here, I got some other good 
news. We got some reports from the great States of 
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Kentucky and Tennessee. They are having a primary elec- 
tion today, as you may know. One of six, CBS has just 
projected that President Ford is going to win in Kentucky 
by about 7 points, and all the indications are that we will 
do just about as well in Tennessee. So, if I am smiling, 
I apologize, but I just can’t help but think those are darn 
good victories. 

I understand that I am the first President of the United 
States to ever have the honor and privilege of speaking 
here in Rossmoor. And now that I have seen so much 
of the facilities and heard so much about what a great 
place this is from Dean Lesher, gee, I think I will go 
back and tell First Mama that this isn’t a bad place to 
come. [Laughter] 

Well, my message today can be summed up very simply. 
As much as I believe in a strong and prosperous Ameri- 
can automobile industry, let me say that this year is abso- 
lutely not the year for you to turn in or trade in a reliable 
Ford for a flashier model. [Laughter] 

My staff gave me a speech that they thought might be 
appropriate to the circumstances, and after hearing so 
much about Rossmoor, I have decided to sort of put it in 
my pocket and proceed to talk about some of the things 
that I think all of you here might be interested in, and do 
it right from the cuff because I can do it with conviction; 
I can do it with deep feeling. 

All of you, I am sure, if you will refresh your memory, 
can go back to that month of August in 1974 when this 
country faced a very serious transition, when we were 
faced with three very important problems as a country. 
215 million of us. 

The country had gone through a traumatic period— 
there was a tremendous loss of confidence and trust in the 
highest places in our country. We were suffering some of 
the most serious economic problems that this country had 
faced in a long, long time. We had gone through an oil 
embargo and tremendous increases in the price of oil 
forced upon us by countries beyond our shores. 

Inflation was rampant at the rate of 12 percent or 
higher. We were on the brink of the worst economic con- 
ditions in the last 40 years, and as I look around this audi- 
ence, many of you can remember, as I do the 1930's, and 
those weren’t very pleasant times. 

So, we had a real difficult situation to handle. We were 
confronted with a deterioration—unemployment was 
going up and employment was plummeting. At the same 
time during that month of August and the few weeks that 
followed, our allies abroad, whether they were in the 
Atlantic or across the seas in the Pacific were uncertain as 
to the resolution and as to the will, whether our form of 
government facing this kind of a crisis could recover and 
could meet the challenge that was needed and necessary 
if we were to maintain our leadership throughout the 
world. 

At the same time, our adversaries, whether in the east 
or in the west, were in the position where they didn’t know 


quite how to react, whether to take an initiative that 
would be against our interests or to wait and see. 

So, when I took that oath of office it wasn’t a situation 
that was most pleasant. It presented great difficulties and 
great obstacles. But I decided at that time that the deci- 
sions I would make in the months to follow would be deci- 
sions that would not be related to politics hut would be 
decisions predicated on what in my heart and conscience I 
thought was in the best interest of this country. 

The net result is, in the last 21 or 22 months we have 
made those decisions. They haven’t always been popular 
among some people, but when we add up all of those deci- 
sions whether it was in promoting certain taxation pro- 
posals or in vetoing a good many of the measures that 
were sent down to the Oval Office by the Congress, and in 
each and every case I could say that I thought I did what 
was right for America. 

Let me just take one or two examples to illustrate what 
I am saying. As the economic problems began to multiply 
in early 1975 and all the prophets of gloom were saying we 
were going to have unemployment of over 10 percent, 
that we had to rush in with big spending proposals to put 
everybody on the Federal payroll, it was my feeling that 
a better approach would be to give a shot in the arm to 
our private enterprise system, to give tax relief to business 
so it could expand and could modernize, increase produc- 
tion. 

I thought it was a far wiser policy to give tax relief to 
individuals rather than to add to the deficit by more Fed- 
eral spending, and the net result was in 1975 we had a tax 
decrease, both for business as well as for individuals. And 
the net result was that the private enterprise system, that 
great, great segment of our society, responded. 

Where are we today? Well, inflation, instead of being 
at 12 percent or higher, as it was in August of 1974, it is 
now, for the first 4 months of 1976, at 3 percent or less, 
and the net result is that we have cut the rate of inflation 
by 75 percent, and I am very proud of that achievement. 

At the same time, we have been trying to stimulate the 
economy so that in the private sector, where five out of the 
six jobs in America exist anyhow, it could absorb those 
losses that we had in early 1975. 

The confidence of the American people returned 
because we didn’t panic, we didn’t capitulate, and the 
consequence is that in the last 12 months, since we were at 
the bottom of the depth of that recession, we have added 
3,300,000 more jobs—700,000 more jobs in the last 
month. And as of last month, 87,400,000 Americans are 
on the job—an all-time record of employment in this 
great country, and we should be proud of it. 

As I said, it wasn’t easy to deal with the Congress. 
Fortunately, I know a littie bit about how they operate it 
and how they should operate and how they shouldn't 
operate. So, when they started sending all these big spend- 
ing bills down to the White House, I warned them, I said 
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don’t do it. We are going to veto them. So, they sent them 
down and we vetoed 49 of those bills. Forty-two of them 
have been sustained by the responsible Members of the 
Congress. 

The net result is the taxpayers of this country have 
saved $13 billion, and we ought to be proud of that, too. 
Iam glad to see that one of my old colleagues in the House 
of Representatives, Al Bell, is here. He is a good friend, 
and he served well in his responsibilities in the Congress. 
Al, it is nice to see you here. 

But let me add that if they send down—and I have told 
these old friends of mine, Democrats and Republicans, the 
only way you can prevail with them is to talk straight and 
to let them know if they do this, this is going to happen— 
I said, fellows, you send down any more of those big 
budget busting spending bills, I will veto them again, and 
again and again. I think they have learned their lesson. 

But let’s talk about taxes for minute. I recommended 
in January of this year that if we would reduce the rate 
of growth of Federal spending by 50 percent—which 
amounts in dollars to $28 billion—we could have another 
tax decrease for both industry on the one hand and indi- 
viduals on the other as of July 1. We are going to fight for 
that kind of a tax decrease. 

What does it do? Let’s talk about individuals first. It 
would increase the personal exemptions from $750 per 
person to $1,000 per person, so the middle income people, 
who have been shortchanged, will get a fair and decent 
break in our tax system. 

But then there is another tax proposal that I think 
might be of interest to you that was included in this pack- 
age. One, our estate tax laws have not been revised since 
the mid-1930’s. At that time, the exemption was set in 
estate tax laws at $60,000, and the husband and wife 
transfers were treated just like a transfer between an indi- 
vidual and a stranger. So, I have recommended to the 
Congress that they increase the exemption under our 
estate tax laws from $60,000 to $150,000. But something 
that I think is even more equitable, under the proposal 
that | have recommended, the transfers between husband 
and wife would have no tax as far as the Federal Govern- 
ment is concerned. 

We have to provide equity and fairness in our Federal 
tax system, and I can assure you that this Congress knows 
that I mean business and we will do the very best we can 
in the months ahead during this session to achieve a tax 
system that is right and proper. But if we are unsuccessful 
in 1976, I pledge to you that in the next 4 years we will 
get the kind of a tax bill that we need and the country 
needs and our people need. 

Let me talk just a minute or two about peace. We 
achieved it, we have it, and we have the military capa- 
bility to maintain it, and we have the diplomatic skill in 
order to keep our friends our friends and our adversaries 
at arm’s length. 


I could describe to you what I have recommended to 


the Congress for military appropriations, but let me just 
summarize. Last year, in January, I recommended the 
largest military budget in the history of the United States 
in order to reverse the trend, the trend that had resulted in 
10 years of Congress, in effect, gutting the Army, the 
Navy, Air Force, and Marines. 

Do you realize that in that decade the Congress cut 
military appropriations by $50 billion? I wasn’t going to 
stand for it, and I said last year to the Congress, give me a 
budget so we can have the capability with the Army, the 
Navy, the Marines, and the Air Force to defend America, 
to deter aggression, and to protect our national security. 

I think we are making the headway this year, because 
they recognize that what I have proposed is right, to main- 
tain the unsurpassed military capability of the United 
States. 

But now let me conclude with just one other comment. 
I said in August of 1974 we were going through a trau- 
matic experience. Confidence had been lost. The Ford 
administration has been open, it has been candid, it has 
been forthright. I will never promise more than I can 
deliver, and I will deliver everything that I promise. 

Yes, what do I see as we go down the years ahead for 
the next 4 years, but more importantly, what do I see in 
America in the next century? I think America ought to 
be a country of individualism. We have the greatest form 
of government in the history of mankind. We are the most 
productive nation in the history of the world. 

But I want your help and assistance to sustain a pro- 
gram that has brought us from the depths of the recession 
to sustained recovery that will insure that runaway infla- 
tion never robs us again—our loved ones—and will reward 
those who work hard and have saved during their lifetime. 

Finally, I want to finish my most important job, as I 
said, the restoration of trust in the Presidency of the 
United States. I will promise to maintain that respect and 
decency that is so important for our Nation. I need your 
support to insure peace, prosperity, and trust for the fu- 
ture, the good, secure, satisfying future that we owe to our 
children as well as our grandchildren. 

Americans have always wanted a better life for our 
children than what it was for ourselves, because life for 
us has been better than it was for our parents. 


What do I see ahead for this great country? A strong, 
a confident America, secure in a strength that cannot 
alone be counted in megatons, a nation rejoicing in its 
blessings that cannot be eroded by inflation or by taxa- 
tion. I see an America where life is valued for its quality 
as well as its comfort, where the individual is inviolate 
in his constitutional rights, where the government serves 
and the people will rule. 


Thank you very, very kindly. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:20 p.m. In his opening remarks, 
the President referred to John Nejedly, California State senator, 
Robert Schroeder, mayor of Walnut Creek, Marguerite Weisheimer, 
president of the board of directors, Golden Rain Foundation, and 
Les Saywell, Rossmoor GOP chairman. 
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Walnut Creek, California 


The President’s Remarks at a President Ford Committee 
Reception at Rossmoor Leisure World. 
May 25, 1976 


Just as we indicated out there, we got some pretty good 
news from Tennessee and Kentucky. I think we are ahead 
in Oregon and, of course, what was most satisfying— 
and some of the people from home would understand 
it—was the great shot in the arm we got in Michigan. 

The thing that pleased me the most about Michigan 
was not only what the State did, but as Winters knows, I 
had the privilege and honor of serving the congressional 
district for 25-plus years, and 16 of those years I served 
two counties. Those two counties went 85 percent. 

There is one little voting community down in Ottawa 
County that the Winters know about called Overrizen. It 
is a crossroads, really, in a very rich agricultural area. 
They have got three great churches, probably three gas 
stations, and a school. They had 595 votes for me and two 
for my opponent. [Laughter] 

But I am really getting very optimistic about the sit- 
uation in California. We have had a wonderful trip out 
here. The crowds have been very good. The enthusiasm 
has really been infectious and contagious and inspiring 
and we are going to make a real fight of it. All of you 
who can help, as you have, I will be most grateful. And 
Betty and I will never let you down in the next 4 years. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:50 p.m. in the Peacock Room. 


Walnut Creek, California 


The President’s Remarks at a President Ford Committee 
Reception at the Elks Club. May 25, 1976 


Dan, these two people have done a great job, and I 
can’t thank both of them enough, and I am very, very 
appreciative. But there is no way I can express my appre- 
ciation adequately for what all you have done except to 
say that Betty and I, or First Mama and I, are very, very 
grateful. [Laughter] 

But we have some very good news. I just found out 
that CBS is projecting that I win in Kentucky by about 
53 to 46, as I understand it. The first returns in from 
Tennessee show us—what is it, Dick?—a six-point lead, 
with the first returns from Tennessee. 

Let me just say we have the momentum going. We got 
it back on the track in Michigan and Maryland, and we 
apparently have it back on track with several of the States 
that have reported already. We want that momentum 
going from now until Kansas City, and California is im- 


portant. 


One thing I do want to dispel and end right here and 
now—some rumors were being spread. I can’t tell you 
by whom, but they are totally unfounded. Some people 
were saying or writing that Jerry Ford was not going to 
make a big effort in California. That is not true, and 
after being here at Walnut Creek and in Contra Costa 
County and all the other places I have been, I am getting 
very encouraged that an underdog can win in California. 

That reception in Walnut Creek was one of the most 
inspirational and one of the nicest I have ever had an 
opportunity to be a part of. And I know all of you helped, 
and I think you can express to your friends and neighbors 
in Walnut Creek and the county how deeply grateful I 
am. I wish you would, because I leave this county with 
warm, warm feelings and a feeling that, you know, some- 
time maybe at the end of another 4 years we might go 
back and see you on a more permanent basis. 

Again, I want to thank Dan and Claudia and all of 
you. If I could just mingle and shake hands—I have 
made enough speeches today, so I would just like to say 
hello and thank all of you personally as well as meet you. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 5:23 p.m. 


San Jose, California 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Departure 
From the San Jose Airport. May 26, 1976 


Tue Preswwent. Good morning, everybody. How are 
you this morning? 

This is the end of a very exciting and, I think, very en- 
couraging trip to California, plus the very encouraging 
news that we got last night with the six primaries where 
we won 50 percent of them. That is not a bad batting 
average, certainly better than we anticipated and, I think, 
a little disappointing to our opposition. 

While I have been in California, I have had the op- 
portunity to make a few speeches and, at the same time, 
do a little listening. What have I heard? First, I think 
the people of California want some reductions in Fed- 
eral spending and reductions in Federal taxation. I re- 
minded them that I have proposed an extra $10 billion 
tax reduction, beginning as of July 1, including an in- 
crease in the personal exemption from $750 to $1,000. 

I told them the big problem was the Congress, and I 
hoped that they would put pressure on the Congress, along 
with myself, so we could get some better equity in the 
tax structure, particularly for middle-income people. 

I also said that the Congress was a problem on Federal 
spending. They want to spend $17 billion more than I do, 
and I am going to fight with the Congress and do my very 
best to try to get the Congress to be more realistic in a 
reduction in the rate of growth of Federal spending. 
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But there was one other issue that was of deep concern 
to public officials, and I think equally so to the citizens of 
cities like San Jose and elsewhere: Unless the Congress 
passes my proposed extension of general revenue sharing, 
there will be very serious consequences in San Jose or 
in San Diego or all of the other communities in California. 

| have recommended a 534-year extension of general 
revenue sharing, which would help significantly 39,000 
communities in 50 States throughout the country. Mayor 
Pete Wilson of San Diego told me that unless the Congress 
acts favorably on my proposal to extend general revenue 
sharing, that it was his estimate that in communities 
throughout California there would have to be cut a 54 cent 
increase for every $100 of assessed valuation. Now, I am 
for general revenue sharing, and if my general revenue 
sharing program goes through, we can avoid that kind of a 
local tax increase in San Jose and San Diego. 

Now some Presidential hopefuls are against general rev- 
enue sharing. I think my opponent in the Republican pri- 
mary is one. So, I just hope that the voters, public officials, 
in the State of California will work with me in getting an 
extension of general revenue sharing so we can avoid the 
kind of tax increases at the local level that would be 
inevitable. 

Now, I will be glad to answer a question or two. 

Q. Mr. President, do you consider the wins in Tennes- 
see and Kentucky upset victories? 

THE PresipENT. We thought we had a fighting chance 
in both Kentucky and Tennessee. We obviously are very 
pleased with the win in both instances. They were good 
news from our side and may have been a little disappoint- 
ing to our opposition. 

Q. Mr. President, you told us yesterday you expected to 
split about even on delegates, but you lost more than 20. 

Tue PresipEent. We didn’t do quite as well in the dele- 
gate count, but when you win Oregon, Kentucky, and 
Tennessee, those are three very important States. They are 
different States—two border States and one Northwestern 
State. That certainly indicates a clear, national potentiality 
that I have for winning in November. And I think that 
will be very encouraging to voters all over the country. 

Q. Mr. President, can you win a first ballot nomination 
without winning California? 

Tue Presipent. We think that is a possibility. 

Q. Mr. President, do you think that Reagan’s com- 
ments on the TVA had anything to do with his lesser show- 
ing, less than expected, in Kentucky and Tennessee? 

Tue Present. I am not familiar with what my oppo- 
nent said. I have some awfully important things to do, and 
I like to talk affirmatively, so I 


Q. The TVA is pretty important, and he could dis- 
mantle it. 





Tue Preswwent. Our best judgment is that his com- 
ments that he would at least study the sale of the TVA 
might easily have had an impact in the State of Kentucky 
and the State of Tennessee. As a matter of fact, it would 
have, I believe, an overall impact on all of the TVA States. 

Q. Mr. President, do you encourage the move here to 
abandon the winner-take-all by legislative action? 

Tue Present. I just read about it for the first time 
this morning, and I think that is a matter that the State of 
California and its elected representatives ought to decide. 
I didn’t know about it until this morning. I read it in the 
paper. 

Q. Mr. President, after the June 8 primaries, will you 
continue to travel in some of the convention States? 

Tue Preswent. Ann, I haven’t thought about it. We 
will wait and see what happens on June 8. 

Q. Sir, after your trip here to California, has your as- 
sessment of how you will do in the California primary 
changed at all? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, it has. I was thrilled with the good 
turnouts. I was obviously very pleased with the enthusiasm. 
I think we have made some headway. We are still an 
underdog, but we are going to be in this race in California 
for keeps, because if we can continue the kind of momen- 
tum we have, we think we have a good fighting chance to 
prevail here. 

Helen, have you forgotten your question? 

Q. No, I didn’t. 

THE PREsmENT. Go ahead. 

Q. I didn’t think you were going to call on me. 

THE PRESIDENT. The last; the best. 

Q. Do you think winning the border States will have 
any impact on California? 

THE Present. Certainly the winning of the two 
border States contradicts what some of my opponent’s 
friends have said—that I can’t win below the Mason- 
Dixon Line. Of course, winning in Kentucky and Tennes- 
see is a good indication that we have a lot of support in 
those kinds of States, and I am convinced that I am the 
best national candidate and the one Republican who can 
win nationally against any Democrat. 

I am no: a regional candidate; I am a national can- 
didate. And I know I can win. I have some reservations 
about any other Republican candidate being able to win 
in November. 

Q. Is Mr. Reagan a regional candidate in your mind? 

Tue Preswent. He has had a Sun Belt strategy, as I 
understand it. I will let his record speak for itself. 

Thank you all very, very much. 

Reporter. Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 8:20 a.m. 
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Columbus, Ohio 


The President’s Remarks at the Annual Conference of 
the Ohio Governor’s Committee on Aging. 
May 26, 1976 


Jim, distinguished members of the Ohio delegation— 
and let me personally introduce each and every one of 
them to you because they are old and very dear friends of 
mine. They are strong supporters of what all of you are 
interested in. Would you please stand up and remain 
standing while I introduce the others, Sammy Devine, Bill 
Harsha, Chuck Mosher, Bud Brown, Chalmers Wylie, 
Tennyson Guyer, and Tom Kindness. 

They are great people, they have been invaluable in 
their aid and assistance to me, and I thank each and every 
one of them. Of course we have on the platform here a 
man who spoke from the heart to you just a few moments 
ago and who has been a tremendous asset to me as a mem- 
ber of my Cabinet, Earl Butz. Earl, come on, get up again. 

Then it is great to be in the city of Columbus; and, 
Tom Moody, it is nice to see you, your great, great mayor 
here in the city of Columbus. May I also thank the Walnut 
Ridge Band—great music. You play that Victors very 
well. 

In 1952, Winston Churchill, then a mere 77 years old, 
had been called into the service of his country for a second 
term as Prime Minister of Great Britain, and, smiling 
somewhat impishly, he told the British Commons, and I 
quote, “Everyone has his day, and some days last longer 
than others.” 

Today, I welcome this great opportunity to be a part of 
your annual Governor’s Conference, and I congratulate 
Jim Rhodes for undertaking it back in 1968, a conference 
concerned with the many, many Americans whose days 
have lasted longer than others. 

The careers of Winston Churchill, as well as others who 
rose to prominence in later years, reminds all of us—if we 
need to be reminded—that advancing years need not 
mean a retreat from active, even future enjoyable life, nor 
should advancing years be the certain barrier of poor 
health, meager income, or social isolation. 

The ancient philosophers taught us that the measure of 
a civilization’s advancement and greatness can be found 
in its proper treatment of the elderly. 

Let me say that here in Ohio you have demonstrated 
your concern in a very solid and a very practical way. This 
conference is but just one example of your ongoing com- 
mitment. I congratulate Jim and all those associated with 
him for initiating it in 1968 and continuing it in his term 
at the present time. 

You all know, and so do those of us from outside of 
Ohio, that this State has pioneered in providing senior 
citizens’ centers that offer a very broad range of services 
to the elderly. 


The two golden age villages constructed by your State 
provide a model alternative to institutional care at a very 
reasonable cost. 

Now, let me thank and commend Jim Rhodes for my 
participation in the Golden Buckeye program, which was 
begun some 3 months ago. 

I am told that in the very short span of 90 days, 178,000 
Ohioans have signed up and now it is 178,001, 
[Laughter] 

Obviously, I am very proud of the fact that the Federal 
Government was able to make a contribution to the 
Golden Buckeye program, making it a reality by providing 
to the Governor’s office for use as he saw fit—through the 
comprehensive education and training legislation—and | 
have been so impressed with the program as a whole. 

When I get back to Washington, we are going to take 
a real good look to see if we can’t, on a national scale, 
implement something comparable to this. We have to, 
of course, see what the law says, what the money is, but 
the concept is good and we are going to do our best to 
expand it beyond the borders of the State of Ohio. 

For more than 40 years, through the vehicle of social 
security and other programs, the Federal Government 
has made a firm commitment of support for older citizens 
of our society. I pledge to you that I will continue without 
hestitation, reservation, to uphold that commitment. 

In recent years there has been some very dramatic 
progress to meet the needs of America’s older generation. I 
want to do better and, with your help and with the help of 
a responsible Congress, I will, and we will. And this is 
something that all of us owe to this great generation of 
Americans, those at the present and those that are to fol- 
low. And as President of the United States, I will do every- 
thing possible in my power to help our Nation demonstrate 
its deep, deep concern for the dignity, for the well-being of 
our older generations. 

The social security program, the largest of its kind in 
the world, will pay almost $83 billion to more than 32 mil- 
lion Americans in this next fiscal year. This is more—and 
I emphasize more—than a $10 billion increase over the 
current year. And, of course, I suspect many of you 
know—but I want to reemphasize it to show my commit- 
ment—in my budget for the next fiscal year, which begins 
October 1, 1976, I am recommending that the full cost of 
living increase in social security benefits be paid in that 
year. 

As you also know, however, there are problems facing 
our social security system. Next year, unless my reforms 
are adopted, the Social Security Trust Fund will run a 
deficit of nearly $31/ billion, and the next 12 months after 
that, if we don’t follow a responsible course as I have 
proposed, the deficit will be $4 billion in a 12-month 
period. 

But let me assure you very emphatically, my Admin- 
istration intends to preserve the integrity and the solvency 
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of the social security for your benefit and that of all work- 
ing Americans now as well as in the future. As long as 
[am President, we are going to keep our social security 
protection and every other retirement program strong, 
sound, and certain. 

In addition to the social security program, we are con- 
tinuing our commitment to benefit programs for more 
than 3 million railroad, military, and Federal Government 
employees. 

After many, many years of sacrifice and hard work, 
these Americans have contributed much to our great Na- 
tion. They have earned our respect as well as our admira- 
tion. They have earned more than the prospect of poverty 
in their retirement years. 

In my budget, the Supplemental Security Income pro- 
gram, or SSI, will pay almost $6 billion in Federal benefits 
to more than 5 million disabled and disadvantaged older 
Americans in 1977, 140,000 of them right here in the 
great State of Ohio. 

In the field of health care, the Federal Medicare pro- 
sram, in 1976, will provide more than $17 billion for the 
health care of 24 million older and disabled Americans, 
1,200,000 again right here in the great State of Ohio. 

Now, there are some flaws in this program which 
actually help raise the cost of your medical care and which 
fail, unfortunately, to provide or to protect you adequately 
against the economic burdens of a prolonged illness. I 
have proposed major improvements in the Medicare pro- 
gram to make it serve you better. One of the most im- 
portant improvements would provide for the payment of 
all but a very small fraction of the catastrophic costs of 
complex or extended care as well as treatment. 

I don’t have to tell you that medical treatment is very, 
very expensive these days. If you have to stay in a hospi- 
tal or in a nursing home or under a doctor’s care for a very 
long, long time, it puts an incredible strain on your life- 
time savings or on your peace of mind, and that strain is 
felt by your loved ones just as well as yourself. All of us 
know cases—a friend, a neighbor, a part of your family— 
in which someone has been stricken with an illness that 
lingers on and on and on. We know of the pain, we know 
of the heartache associated with a prolonged and expen- 
sive illness. We know that being sick and bedridden for an 
extended period of time is bad enough without having a 
person’s income and life savings dwindling as the medical 
bills keep piling up. 

This must not continue and I, as President, will 
not permit it to continue and, therefore, I recommended 
what I think is a good program to solve the problem. 
There is no reason that older Americans should have to go 
broke just to get well or stay well in the United States of 
America. Under my proposal, the individual’s contribu- 
tion to Medicare would go up very slightly; but, consider 
what the increase would provide to you and to the other 
24 million who would be covered. Nobody eligible for 
Medicare would have to pay more than $500 per year for 


hospital or nursing home care or more than $250 a year 
for a physician’s services. Medicare would pay the rest, 
whether it is $1,000, $10,000, or $50,000. 

That is good protection, and I think it is a good pro- 
gram, and I hope you will support it. This proposal pro- 
vides the full protection so vitally needed by oléer Ameri- 
cans and, if the Congress passes it, the ruinous economic 
burden of catastrophic illness is one thing America’s older 
citizens will never have to worry about again. 

Another of my programs would consolidate 16 Federal 
health programs, including Medicare [Medicaid], into a 
single $10 billion bloc grant program to the States. If we 
can consolidate these programs, we can make them far 
more humane and far more effective. 

We can improve the services that they provide to you 
and millions like you, and we can get those services to 
more people who really need them. Programs of this kind, 
despite some abuses, do a tremendous amount of good. 
They provide food services and health care for many of 
our older citizens. For some of our elderly neighbors, they 
provide the means for life itself. 

I know it is all too easy to say that the Federal Gov- 
ernment is too big, that this program and that program 
ought to be cut out of the Federal budget, tossed back to 
the States to cope with it if their taxpayers will permit it. 

Jim Rhodes knows and I think most of you know it is 
not that simple. I know it and anyone who has thought it 
out knows it very, very well. The programs—if I can put 
it this way—the problems and the challenges discussed at 
this conference will center on the needs of Ohio’s older 
citizens. They are often very, very special needs. 

But, the elderly of our Nation are also vitally affected 
by the problems and concerns that face all of the 215 
million Americans. Perhaps the greatest of these are the 
problems of inflation. During 1974, August 9 to be pre- 
cise, when I became President, inflation was ranging at 
an annual rate of 12 percent or higher, eating away at 
everybody’s buying power, but absolutely devouring the 
livelihood of people on fixed incomes. 

Americans living on fixed incomes could see their pur- 
chasing power eroding with each visit to the supermarket. 
I knew that something had to be done to bring the situa- 
tion under control as quickly and as effectively as possible. 
I knew that deficit spending by the Federal Government 
was a major contributor to inflation, that slowing the 
growth of Federal spending was essential to solve the prob- 
lem. In short, I believe our Government should spend less 
and our Government should tax less. 

I am proud to say to each and every one of you, I am 
proud of the sound and steady policies of my administra- 
tion that have succeeded. In the last 4 months—from Jan- 
uary through the month of April—the rate of inflation on 
an annual basis is less than 3 percent, and that is a 75 per- 
cent reduction from what it was when I became President. 

It is a victory for all Americans because inflation is no 
respecter of age. The old as well as the young suffer. What 
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I want—and I think all of us want, young or old, black 
or white, rich or poor—is to live in dignity, to live in secu- 
rity, and to live in peace. 

If we continue making the progress America has made 
in the last 12 months, we will see that goal achieved. If I 
had to sum up the record of my administration. in just a 
very few words, it would be peace, prosperity, and trust. 

Today America is at peace. There are no American 
boys fighting anywhere on the face of the Earth, and I 
intend to keep it that way. I will continue my policies of 
cutting your taxes, expanding the private economy, re- 
ducing bureaucracy and useless regulation, and restraining 
Federal spending. 

My policies have brought us from the depths of a reces- 
sion to a sustained recovery, and will ensure that runaway 
inflation never again robs us or our loved ones of the 
rewards of honest work and lifetime savings. 

Finally, I want to finish the most important job—the 
restoration of trust in the Presidency itself. As your Presi- 
dent, I will promise no more than I can deliver and I will 
deliver everything that I promise. 

I need your support to ensure peace, prosperity, and 
trust for the future—the good, secure, fulfilling future that 
we owe to our children and to our grandchildren. Ameri- 
cans have always wanted life to be better for our children 
than what it was for us because life for us has been better 
than it was for our parents. 

Now, what do I see for this great country of ours in the 
future? I see a strong and confident America, secure in a 
strength that cannot alone be counted in megatons, a 
nation rejoicing in riches or blessings that cannot be eroded 
by inflation or by taxation. 

I see an America where life is valued for its quality as 
well as for its comfort, where the individual is inviolate in 
his constitutional right, where the government serves and 
the people rule. 


Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:24 p.m. at the State Fairgrounds. 


Columbus, Ohio 


The President’s Remarks at the State Capitol Building. 
May 26, 1976 


Jim Rhodes, my friends in the Congress, Barbara Nick- 
laus, Woody Hayes, all of you: 


It is great to be in Columbus, and let me tell you why 
I am here. 

In the last 21 months, I have worked at trying to 
restore the economy, trying to achieve and maintain the 
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peace and to restore confidence and trust in the White 
House itself. In 21 months, I have done a good job, | 
want your help on June 8. 

Jim Rhodes has had a great program to provide jobs 
in the State of Ohio. We want to help him. And let me 
tell you what we are doing to help that job program. 

I recently signed a highway bill—Bill Harsha from 
your State was one of the architects of it—that is $17,500 
million over a 2-year period. That will provide jobs in the 
State of Ohio, as it will in all other 49 States. 

But let’s talk about where we were a year ago. We were 
in the depths of a recession, the worst in 40 years, But 
what we did was not lose our cool. We decided that we 
had to be affirmative and get jobs in the private sector, 
not on the public payroll. And the net result is that in the 
last 12 months, we have increased the number of em- 
ployees, people on jobs, by 3,300,000—last month, an in- 
crease of 710,000. And let me tell you the figures for the 
last month showed that 87,400,000 Americans are work- 
ing today, an all-time high, and we are going to do better 
and better and better. 

I am not going to go around quoting statistics as to 
what I want the unemployment figure to be. Here is the 
only way I judge it: I want an economy in this country so 
that everybody who wants a job can get a job. That is 
the criteria. 

Now, let’s talk about inflation. When I became Presi- 
dent 21 months ago, the rate of inflation was 12 percent 
or higher. In the last 21 months, we have reduced the rate 
of inflation by 75 percent. For the first 4 months of this 
year, 1976, the rate of inflation on an annual basis is 3 
percent or less. Any time you can cut inflation by 75 per- 
cent, we must be doing something right, and I think we 
have. 

Now, let’s talk about our national security. In my 
administration, we achieved the peace, we have the 
peace, and we are going to keep it there. And let me point 
out just what the facts are: There is not a single Amer- 
ican boy fighting and dying overseas under the Ford ad- 
ministration, and we are going to keep it there. 

One other thing: I believe your memories are suffi- 
ciently fresh to think about the problems we had back in 
the summer of 1974. It was tragic. And since that time, 
because I have been open, candid, forthright, I have 
never promised more than I can deliver, and I have deli- 
vered everything I promised. 

But we have been forthright, frank, and honest, and 
this is the only way I know to play the ballgame. And we 
are going to continue that for the next 4 years with your 
help, and I appreciate it very, very much. 

Thank you. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 5:15 p.m. after meeting with Ohio 


State Senate and House Republican members in the Governor's 
Cabinet Room at the Capitol Building. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
MAY 26, 1976 


Held at Columbus, Ohio 


Tue Present. Good evening. Won’t you please sit down. Before turning 
to your questions, I have a brief statement. 


REQUEST FOR CONGRESSIONAL ACTION ON PRoposED LEGISLATION 


Early next week the Congress will return from its Memorial Day 
recess. For many Americans, the summer will have officially begun and 
time for vacation will be at hand. However, it is extremely important this 
not become a vacation for Congress. There is an immense amount of work 
piling up on the congressional calendar and the country needs—and de- 
serves—prompt legislative action in a number of important areas. 

First of all, the temporary tax cut enacted last year will expire at the 
end of June. That tax cut must be extended. I have recommended that 
the Congress not only extend the tax cut permanently but increase by some 
$10 billion a tax cut in the future. Among the benefits the taxpayers would 
receive under my proposal is an increase in the personal exemption from 
$750 per individual to $1,000 per person. This will be enough to permit 
many people to catch up on their bills and begin saving for the future. 
When we cut taxes, we must also cut Federal spending. 

The Congress has not yet shown discipline enough to hold the line on 
Federal spending. That is why I vetoed so many big spending bills and my 
vetoes so far have saved the taxpayers some $13 billion. I will continue 
to use my veto until the Congress gets the message and Federal spending 
is brought under control. 

Another major legislative action urgently awaiting congressional 
action is the immediate enactment of Federal revenue sharing. There has 
already been an inexcusable delay in passing this necessary legislation. 
Unless Federal revenue sharing is reenacted before it expires this year, 
communities across Ohio and the rest of the country will be severely penal- 
ized. Communities here in Columbus and elsewhere would be forced to 
raise local property taxes and State taxes in order to continue vital public 
services which revenue sharing would provide. The Congress must re- 
enact my revenue sharing proposal without delay. 

Two other items must also be given congressional action in the next 
several weeks. One is the B—1 bomber program. In considering the mili- 
tary procurement bill, the Senate recently voted to delay the B—1 produc- 
tion until February of next year. That vote was both unnecessary and 
unwise. Our armed forces are manned by the best trained men and women 
in the world, but they must have the tools to do the job. We need to get on 
with the B—1 program this year, not next year. 

Finally, I urge the Congress to vote in the next few weeks for a full 
P. L. 480 program. Over the years, the Food for Peace program, in addi- 
tion to playing an important role in the implementation of our foreign 
policy, has provided expanded markets for American farm products. 
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A provision of the security assistance bill presently pending in the 
Congress would impose a $175 million ceiling on P. L. 480 assistance to 
Korea. This action would severely hurt the American farmer who depends 
upon stable markets for his crops and would severely restrict the economic 
growth potential of one of our key allies. 

We need strong agricultural exports and we need a full Food for 
Peace program. I strongly urge the Congress to remove this limitation. 

One other item of significant importance. Last June, I proposed to the 
Congress legislation that would establish a major new private industry 
in America providing the enriched fuel for nuclear power reactors. My 
proposal, the Nuclear Fuel Assistance Act, would make it possible for the 
United States to maintain its leadership as the world supplier of uranium 
enrichment services for the peaceful use of nuclear power. 

The Joint Committee on Atomic Energy in the Congress has made 
some modifications on my proposal and approved it. I have reviewed the 
changes in the bill and concluded that I will support it. 

The bill meets five fundamental objectives, which I stated a year ago: 

—First, act to meet the future needs, domestic as well as inter- 
national, for this essential energy source; 

—It would end the governmental monopoly on supplying enriched 
uranium for nuclear power plants; 

—Three, establish a procedure whereby private enterprise can bring 
into commercial use the techniques created by Federal research and 
development with proper licensing, safeguards, and export controls with 
the payment of royalty and taxes by private enterprise to the United States 
Treasury ; 

—Provided also in the bill is a complementary backup system for 
expanding existing Federal uranium enrichment capacity if private ven- 
tures are unable to meet on time the needs of U.S. and foreign customers; 

—Last, assist in controlling nuclear proliferation by persuading other 
nations to accept international safeguards and forego developments of 
nuclear weapons. 

Finally, the bill and the committee report also authorizes and directs 
the Energy Research and Development Agency [Administration] to begin 
manning and designing for the expansion of the existing uranium enrich- 
ment at Portsmouth, Ohio. 

As soon as Congress passes the Nuclear Fuel Assurance Act, I will 
ask the Congress to appropriate $170 million for fiscal year 1977 to pro- 
ceed with the design, planning, and the procurement of long, leadtime 
construction for the Portsmouth plant. This, I think, is a good program, 
and I hope the Congress acts so that I can request of the Congress the 
necessary funding for the complementary program at Portsmouth, Ohio. 

I will be glad to answer the first question. 









QUESTIONS 
SCHOOL BUSING SITUATION 


Q. Mr. President, Mr. Udall has accused you of play- 
ing politics with busing. Some Ohio civil rights leaders 
have indicated agreement. What is your answer to this 
criticism, and also what is your advice to residents of Ohio 
cities facing court-ordered desegregation next fall? 
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Tue Present. First, let me say that I have vigorously 
opposed court-ordered forced busing to achieve racial bal- 


ance as the way to accomplish quality education. I have. 


opposed it from 1954 to the present time. We all know 
the tragedy that has occurred in many communities where 
the court has ordered forced busing on a massive basis. 
I think that is the wrong way to achieve quality education. 

Last November, well, before the Presidential primaries 
got going, I met with the Secretary of HEW and with the 
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Attorney General and asked them to come up with some 
better alternatives to the achievement of quality education 
and court-ordered forced busing. The two Secretaries in 
my Cabinet have been working on alternative proposals. 

The Attorney General is in the process of deciding 
whether or not, where and when he should appear on 
behalf of the Federal Government to see if the Court, the 
Supreme Court, won’t review its previous decisions in 
this record. And secondly, the Secretary of HEW is sub- 
mitting to me in a week or so the alternatives that he 
would propose to achieve quality education without 
losing the constitutional right of individuals so that we 
can do away with segregation and, at the same time, 
achieve quality education. 

Now, the various communities in the State of Ohio 
that are in various stages of action by various parties, as 
far as busing is concerned, certainly ought to abide by the 
law. But we hope that at least possibly the Supreme Court 
will review its previous decisions and possibly modify or 
change. We can’t tell. 

But, in the meantime, local communities, of course, 
have to obey the law and my obligation is to make cer- 
tain that they do. But we must come back to the funda- 
mental objective—one, quality education. I believe there 
isa better remedy than court-ordered forced busing. 

Q. Mr. President, there are many civil rights groups 
who believe that the word ‘quality education” is a code 
word; that is, it is not in conformity with the Supreme 
Court’s 1954 decision, that we should have desegregated 
schools, and that separate but equal are not equal. What 
is your definition of “quality education”? 

THE Present. I respectfully disagree with some of 
the civil rights leaders. I think the best way to outline 
how we can achieve better or quality education and still 
insist upon desegregation is set forth in legislation under 
the title of Equal Educational Opportunities Act, which 
was passed in 1974. 

If the court will follow those guidelines that were 
included in that legislation, we can protect the constitu- 
tional rights of individuals, we can eliminate segregation 
and, at the same time, we can give to individuals, the 
students, a better educational opportunity and accomplish 
quality education. 


THE “WASHINGTON ESTABLISHMENT” AS A CAMPAIGN 
ISSUE 


Q. Mr. President, do you feel the Wayne Hays incident 
and the prospects of a House investigation of Mr. Hays’ 
conduct will fuel what seems to be an anti-Washington 
establishment tenor to the Carter and Reagan campaigns? 
If so, how will it affect you, and as a long-time member 
of that establishment, how will you cope with it? 

Tue Preswent. I don’t believe it is appropriate for 
me to comment on housekeeping problems involving the 
House of Representatives. I am sure the House will take 
whatever appropriate action should be taken. I can’t 
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see how, under any circumstances, it would affect me 
because at the time I was nominated for the Vice Presi- 
dent 400 FBI agents investigated my life from birth up 
to that point and 89 of them spent about a month in my 
home town. So I think on the basis of their investigation 
and the fact that a Democratic Congress, House and 
Senate, overwhelmingly approved the record that was 
made in the Senate Committee on Procedures and the 
House Committee on the Judiciary, where they cleared 
me of any problems whatsoever—I don’t see how this 
incident would have any ramification or application as 
far as I am concerned. 

Q. You don’t think it would contribute to that whole 
anti-Washington mood that Carter and Reagan seem 
to be exploiting? 

THe Presipent. I can’t pass judgment on the anti- 
Washington feeling, but certainly it has no application 
as far as I am concerned. 


REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 


Q. Mr. President, following your victories in Oregon, 
Tennessee, and Kentucky, you declared earlier today 
that you are the Republican with national potential and 
you had some reservations about Mr. Reagan. Could you 
elaborate on your reservations about Mr. Reagan as a 
Republican candidate? 

Tue Present. I am not going to pass judgment on 
his capabilities, but I can look back at the various pri- 
maries that I have won and they cover the wide spectrum 
of the United States not only in the North, the East, the 
West, and the South, but they are broad in their appli- 
cation. 

I think it does point out beyond any doubt that I am 
the most electable Republican candidate. If I am the 
most electable Republican candidate and can help elect 
Members of the House and Senate on our side of the 
aisle, plus State Legislatures, I am, I think, the candidate 
that is in the best interest of the philosophy of the Repub- 
lican Party. I will let Mr. Reagan undertake a defense 
of his electability. 

Q. Throughout the campaign you have chided Mr. 
Reagan for perhaps moving social security funds into 
the stock market, and you said earlier today you thought 
perhaps his remarks on the TVA and returning it to 
private industry have hurt him there, and suggested at 
times that he would be reckless in his confrontations. 
Do you have reservations about Mr. Reagan as a man 
who should sit in the Oval Office? 

THe Preswent. I have said, first, that I expect to get 
the nomination, and I expect to be elected in November. 
But, I have traditionally—and I am proud of it—always 
supported the Republican nominee. 

Q. Was that yes? 

THE Preswenrt. I said I always support the Repub- 
lican nominee. 





















EFFORTS TO INCREASE AND CONSERVE ENERGY 
RESOURCES 


Q. Mr. President, gasoline prices are on their way up 
again. Is the lack of a conservation ethic in the motoring 
public to blame, and whet is your administration doing 
to curb U.S. consumption of imported oil? 

Tue Preswent. In January of 1975, about 15 months 
ago, I recommended to the Congress a comprehensive 
energy program. It took the Congress from January of 
1975 to mid-December of 1975—10 or 11 months—to 
come up with a bill that was half a loaf, but it was better 
than nothing. So, that legislation is what we have to 
work with. 

The net result is we haven’t moved as fast as we ought 
to in producing additional domestic resources for energy 
in this country. If the Congress had been wise enough 
to accept the energy bill that I proposed, we would be 
many, many months ahead of where we are at the pres- 
ent time and we wouldn’t have the kind of uncertainty 
as to our energy independence in the future. 

I am going to continue to do what I can under this 
restrictive legislation to free the industry so that it can 
produce more domestic oil. I hope the Congress is wise 
enough to pass some affirmative legislation so we get 
more new natural gas available. I hope that we can 
stimulate more coal production. I hope and trust that 
we can add to our nuclear power capability and to the 
necessary research and development on solar energy and 
geothermal energy. 

Now, if the Congress would move, as I urged them 
to do better than a year ago, about 15 months ago, we 
would be a lot further ahead. I hope and trust that in 
the process where we are faced with growing demand 
and unfortunately growing reliance on foreign sources 
of oil, that we can get wholehearted public consérva- 
tion efforts. I can assure you that this administration will 
do all it can under the law to provide for greater 
conservation. 

Q. Are you pleased with the way the American peo- 
ple are viewing the energy crisis as it is now? 

Tue Present. It could be better but I think the 
Congress is the greatest culprit. 


WITHDRAWAL OF CUBAN TROOPS FROM ANGOLA 


Q. Mr. President, Secretary of State Kissinger is 
quoted as saying Cuba has pledged to pull its troops out 
of Angola. It is a positive development, and he has ex- 
pressed pleasure at this. 

Do we have any indication other than Castro’s mes- 
sage to the Swedish Prime Minister that this is in fact 
about to happen, and has there been any contact, direct 
or indirect, between Washington and Havana on this 
subject? 

Tue Presypent. As I understand the message that was 
from Mr. Castro to Prime Minister Palme in Sweden, 
it was that it went from Havana to Moscow to Sweden. 
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I think that is somewhat significant. It does indicate that 
there is a planned withdrawal of some 200 per week, 
as I recall the figure. That is progress. We are encour. 
aged but we have had no direct communication, as far 
as any such movement by Cubans out of Angola. 

I hope that that trend will be accelerated. That 
would be even more encouraging. But, as far as any 
direct communication, we have had none. 

Q. Does the Cuban withdrawal carry with it any 
implied intent on the part of the U.S. to recognize the 
MPLA? 

THE Preswent. No. At this stage, certainly not. 


PRESIDENT FORD’S PROSPECTS FOR A FIRST BALLOT 
NOMINATION 


Q. Mr. President, this morning you said it would still 
be politically possible to win the nomination on the first 
ballot if you.lost in California. Could you explain how 
that is realistic? 

Tue Present. Well, if we look at the number of 
delegates we have at the present time and the number 
we would expect to get from the remaining primaries 
plus the progress that we anticipate in the various States 
where they pick their delegates by State conventions, it 
is our belief that the momentum that started with Mary- 
land and Michigan and kept through Pennsylvania and 
Ohio and certainly was good for us yesterday, we think 
with that momentum we can add up to about 1,130 or 
more. 

Q. But, wouldn’t the California win by Governor 
Reagan still give him the momentum? 

THE Present. I would doubt it because we expect 
to do well in the great State of Ohio and we certainly 
expect to do well in New Jersey, and those two primaries 
come the same day that the vote comes in California. 


VICE PRESIDENTIAL RUNNING MATE 


cd 


Q. Mr. President, in view of the fact that Mr. Reagan 
will come to the convention in August with a delegate 
total very close to your own, do you feel that if you re- 
ceive the nomination there may be very grave and perhaps 
irresistible pressure on you to accept Governor Regan as 
your running mate? 

Tue Presment. I have personally never excluded any 
Republican for consideration as a Vice Presidential candi- 
date. But, as I am sure you recognize, Mr. Reagan has in- 
dicated publicly on a nuinber of occasions he did not want 
to be considered for that opportunity to serve as a Vice 
Presidential candidate. But, as far as I am concerned, I 
have excluded no Republican from consideration as a Vice 
Presidential nominee. 

Q. In view of the fact that each of you has demonstrated 
great appeal in the primaries, do you feel that there would 
be a tremendous unity factor in combining the two of you 
on a single ticket? 

HE PRESIDENT. I don’t think I should make any com- 
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mitment at this time. It is premature because we have to 
wait and see how the primaries come up and how the 
State conventions work out. It is just too early for us to 
make any commitment of the kind that you are 


suggesting. 
CEDAR POINT NATIONAL WILDLIFE RESERVE 


Q. Mr. President, the Congress passed the supplemen- 
tary appropriation bill waiting your signature. Included 
in it is $1.6 million for Cedar Point National Wildlife 
Refuge to rebuild some badly eroded dikes. The people 
in northwest Ohio want to know if you are going to sign 
that and, if you are, how soon? 

Tue Preswent. I certainly am strongly in favor of the 
project that you indicate. As a matter of fact, we have 
been pushing in trying to get that $1.6 million for that 
project. We think it is good, and I am personally in sup- 
port of it, but I want to wait and personally analyze the 
overall supplemental appropriation bill before I make a 
commitment. I will do it the first thing tomorrow morn- 
ing. And we have time before the 10 days expires. 

But, as far as that project'is concerned, I fully support 
it. And, if that was a single item, not a part of a total sup- 
plemental appropriation bill, I would sign it tomorrow 
morning. But I have an obligation to take a look at all 
of the other items that are in the supplemental appropria- 
tion bill. I will do it tomorrow, and hopefully I will be 
able to sign it because I am strongly in favor of that 
project. 


JUSTICE DEPARTMENT INVESTIGATION OF CONGRESSIONAL 
MISUSE OF PUBLIC FUNDS 


Q. Mr. President, to follow up on the sex scandal that 
was discussed just a few minutes ago, you said that it was 
a housekeeping measure for the Congress, Yet, we hear 
that the Justice Department is looking into this for the 
possible misuse of Federal monies. I am wondering if you 
have asked the Justice Department to look into that at 
this moment? 

Tue Present. I have not asked the Justice Depart- 
ment to look into it. The Justice Department is headed by 
a very able Attorney General, and I am sure if he or his 
associates feel there has been any violation of law, under 
his oath of office, he will undertake that responsibility. 


PUBLIG REACTION TO CONGRESSIONAL MISUSE OF PUBLIC 
FUNDS 


Q. My next question is, you indicated that you didn’t 
see how this could hurt you in any way. My question is, 
do you think this will hurt the Congress in campaign 
1976, those incumbents who are running for reelection? 

Tue Preswent. Those who are not involved I don’t 
think will be adversely affected. I think that, as far as I 
know, one individual is involved. I can’t see how it would 
be detrimental to those who have no part or have had no 
connection with it. 
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FORD ADMINISTRATION CONDUCT OF FOREIGN POLICY 


Q. Mr. President, do you think some of Ronald 
Reagan’s popularity in the primaries is due to his attitude 
the United States should conduct foreign policy from a 
strong posture rather than the conciliatory position evi- 
dent in the last few months, and what would be your re- 
marks to a charge that the program is conciliatory? 

Tue Presipent. First, I want to deny most emphati- 
cally that this administration has been less than forthright 
and strong in the conduct of its foreign policy. We have 
been very strong, and let me cite you an illustration. Back 
in December, when we knew that the Cubans were get- 
ting involved in Angola and we knew the Soviet Union 
wanted to be very helpful with some $200 million of mili- 
tary equipment, the President Ford administration took a 
strong position. 

Regrettably, the Congress didn’t stand up and support 
us. So, the Ford administration was in the forefront and 
any charge or allegation to the effect that this adminis- 
tration is anything but forthright and strong in the con- 
duct of foreign policy hasn’t studied the record. 

So, I can assure you, because we have been strong, 
because we have been forthright, we have been able to 
convince our allies that we were reliable, and we have 
been able to convince our adversaries that we mean 
business. 

Now, the Ford administration has repeatedly believed 
that if we can negotiate it is better than going to war, and 
I can assure you that we will negotiate, but negotiate from 
a position of strength rather than a position of weakness. 


ALTERNATIVES TO SCHOOL BUSING 


Q. Mr. President, I was wondering if you could give 
us some hints about these alternatives that you are con- 
sidering to forced busing. I just wondered what, be- 
yond the Esch amendment, and what is spelled out in the 
law, and what the courts have already examined, what 
possibly could be an alternative that would hold up in the 
courts? What aie the sorts of things that you are look- 
ing at? 

Tue Present. When the proper time comes, Mr. 
Schieffer [Bob Schieffer, CBS News], we will reveal what 
Secretary Mathews has revealed to me and the options I 
have selected. I think there are some possibilities, but I 
think it is premature until I have made the final decision 
to indicate what he has thought might be an improve- 
ment over the way we have been handling the situation in 
the past. 

Q. Is it fair to say, though, Mr. President, that this 
is going to require some major legislative work, some ma- 
jor changes in the law? 

THE PresivenT. Not necessarily, not major legislative 
changes. It can have some legislative impact, but it is also 
what we can do administratively. 

Q. Why not just go far a constitutional amendment 
against forced busing? 
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Tue Present. I think that is too inflexible and the 
facts of life are that that constitutional amendment has 
not gotten, or it can’t possibly get a two-thirds vote in 
either the House or the Senate, and it certainly can’t be 
approved by 75 percent of the States. 

So, anybody who talks about a constitutional amend- 
ment is not being fair and square with the American peo- 
ple because no Congress that I have seen—and this one 
is a very liberal one—has done anything to get it to the 
floor of the House or even to the floor of the Senate. 

So, when you talk about a constitutional amendment, 
you are kidding the American people, and anybody who 
has been in Congress knows that. 

Q. I have some more questions. 

Tue Present. Go ahead. 

Q. At least that is saying what you are for. What I am 
wondering is, why you can’t give us a few hints about what 
the alternatives are that you think will solve the problems? 

Tue Preswent. At the proper time, Mr. Schieffer, 
Secretary Mathews will have the option paper before me, 
and I will be glad to review it and make it public at that 
time. 


REPUBLICAN SUPPORT AMONG DEMOCRATS AND 
INDEPENDENTS 


Q. Mr. President, since Governors Reagan, Carter, 
and Wallace have all conducted, to some degree, an anti- 
Washington campaign, should you be the nominee and 
Governor Carter be the Democratic nominee, how do you 
propose to attract the votes of the Reagan supporters, 
particularly the Wallace crossovers to Reagan? 

THe Preswent. I want to appeal to as many Demo- 
crats as I possibly can and that is what I did in Michigan 
in the recent primary. My opponent very obviously wanted 
the Wallace element and only the Wallace element. I 
appealed in Michigan to all Democrats and all independ- 
ents who wanted to cross over and vote for me if they be- 
lieved in my record and believed in what I was trying 
to do. And we got a tremendous number of Democrats 
in Michigan to cross over and I am very proud of it. 

Now, after we get the nomination in Kansas City, we 
will naturally want to get as many Democrats as we can 
because the Republican Party, according to statistics, has 
only about 19 percent of the public and the Democratic 
Party has 35 to 40 percent, as I recall. The rest of the peo- 
ple are independents. 

So, a Republican candidate for the Presidency has to 
have a lot of support from independents and a significant 
support from Democrats. And the experience in Michigan, 
where I got a broad spectrum of independents as well 
as Democrats certainly is conclusive that I have a very 
good appeal to independent voters as well as broad- 
minded and I think very wise Democrats. 





ALTERNATIVES TO SCHOOL BUSING 


Q. Mr. President, I think any number of people are a 
little confused about the status of the so-called alternatives 
to court-ordered busing. Just last week, you told a group 
of Kentucky editors just before the Kentucky primary 
that you had three alternatives that you were studying and 
that you would be making a judgment on them within a 
few weeks. 

At that same meeting, you said the Justice Depart- 
ment may choose Louisville when, in fact, the Justice 
Department was not at that time considering Louisville, 
Do you now have those alternatives before you or, as 
you have indicated tonight, will they come from David 
Mathews? Finally, as a result of all this confusion, don’t 
you see how the impression is left strongly that you may 
be doing this for political reasons? 

THE Present. I think you have confused it by not 
relating the whole sequence of events. I have repeatedly 
said that last November I called in the Attorney General 
and the Secretary of HEW and said I wanted a better 
answer so we could achieve quality education and not 
tear up society in a city such as Boston. A month or two 
later they came back with a number of options. I said 
they ought to winnow them down. This was well before 
any Presidential primaries were on the agenda. 

We have been seriously and constructively working 
together, and the Attorney General, in due time, as he 
finds the right case, will go to the Supreme Court if he 
thinks the record justifies it. And Secretary Mathews 
will come to me with a more limited number of options 
at the proper time, and I expect some time within the 
next several weeks I will get those recommendations. 

Q. But did you not tell the Kentucky editors, as I re- 
call it quite vividly, that you had three alternatives al- 
ready that you were studying and that you would make 
a judgment on those shortly? 

Tue Present. I had three and I asked Secretary 
Mathews to review them and to make sure that they 
might be alternatives that would really be helpful. And 
he has gone back to review those three alternatives, and 
I expect shortly he will come up with a more complete 
recommendation. 

WELFARE REFORM 


Q. Mr. President, 200 persons, or interested groups, 
are suing the government to block the 114 million per- 
sons who might be dropped from the welfare rolls. What 
is the Ford administration going to do to change that 
proposal to be sure that persons on welfare can have 
the adequate sustenance they need? 

Tue Presiwent. Which part of the welfare program 
are you talking about? 

Q. I am speakin~ about the part where the proposal 
states that many of the persons would either receive 
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limited amounts or some would be dropped totally. I 
know it is a complete package, but how will you deal with 
that total situation? 

Tue Preswent. There are a number of areas of wel- 
fare where we have sought to take corrective action. One 
of them is the food stamp program. I have made rec- 
ommendations in the food stamp program to give more 
food stamps to the really needy and eliminate from the 
food stamp program people who are well above the pov- 
erty line and in the process save about $1,600 million. 

There are other areas, and I cannot detect from the 
way you have described it which one you are talking 
about other than the food stamp program because that 
was $1,600 million, too. 


PRESIDENT FORD'S REACTION TO JUDICIAL DECISIONS 


Q. Mr. President, you have reiterated tonight that you 
are against court-ordered busing to achieve school de- 
segregation, a remedy that is the law of the land. You 
have also said that you told your Attorney General 
to get the Supreme Court to reconsider its busing deci- 
sions. Just this week you also indicated that you would 
get your administration to try and reverse a court order 
protecting porpoises against being killed by tuna 
fishing. 

My question is this, sir. If the President of the United 
States does not accept court decisions, doesn’t that en- 
courage the people of the United States to defy court 
decisions and isn’t there a danger the law of the land 
will be eroded? 

Tue Present. Not at all because whether I agree 
with decisions or not, this administration, through the 
Attorney General, has insisted that the court decisions, 
whether they are in Boston or Detroit or anyplace else 
be upheld. I have repeatedly said that the administration 
will uphold the law. 

Now, in the case of court-ordered forced busing, which 
I fundamentally disagree with as the proper way to get 
quality education, the Attorney General is looking him- 
self to see whether there is a proper record in a case that 
would justify the Department of Justice entering as 
amicus curiae a proceeding before the Supreme Court to 
see if the court would review its decision in the Brown ? 
case and the several that followed thereafter. 





* At his news conference on Thursday, May 27, 1976, Press Secre- 
tary Ron Nessen stated: “The reference to the Brown case was 
not correct. Over the years the President has consistently and firmly 
stated that he supports the Brown decision and in the news confer- 
ence itself last night a number of times he said that he is opposed 
to segregation in schools and intends to uphold constitutional rights 
in school cases. What he was referring to . ; . in that remark was 
some of the more recent court cases since Brown that have ordered 
forced busing to achieve desegregation.” 


I think that is a very proper responsibility for the De- 
partment of Justice and the Attorney General to take. 
They need clarification because all of those busing cases 
are not identical and if the Department of Justice thinks 
that they can’t administer the law properly under the 
decisions because of the uncertainties, I think the De- 
partment of Justice has an obligation to go to the Court 
and ask for clarification. And that is precisely what the 
Attorney General may do. 

Now, in the case of the decision by Judge Richey in- 
volving the tuna industry, that was a decision made by 
him under the Mammal Protection Act. But the net result 
is he has literally interpreted the law so that in effect it will 
ruin the tuna industry in this country and, at the same 
time, preclude the tuna industry from doing the things 
that they are doing to cut down the loss of life as far as 
porpoises are concerned. And the tuna industry, from my 
own personal examination—and I think you were there— 
they have considerably changed the kind of nets that they 
are using so the loss of porpoises has been cut significantly. 
And apparently Judge Richey, in interpreting the law, 
didn’t take into consideration the tremendous improve- 
ments of the tuna industry in trying to save the lives of 
porpoises. 

Now, in the meantime, one of the Members of the 
House of Representatives from California has introduced 
legislation to clarify the Mammal Protection Act and that 
legislation would give more flexibility so that the tuna 
industry can be saved on the one hand and the new pro- 
cedures of the tuna fishermen, which protects the lives of 
porpoises, can be carried out. I think that is a responsible 
position for an administration to take. 

Q. Just to follow up my original question, sir, you said 
in reply to a question on busing on the West Coast, and I 
think I am quoting you correctly, that “maybe we need 
some new judges.” Mr. President, are you suggesting if 
elected, you might try to pack the Federal courts with 
judges favorable to your position on busing? 

Tue Preswent. Let me say that the one opportunity 
I have had to appoint a judge to the United States Su- 
preme Court, he was almost unanimously approved be- 
cause of his high quality. He wasn’t selected because he 
had any prejudgments or conclusions concerning anything. 
He was a man of great intellect, great experience, and 
good judgment. And I would expect in the next 4 years to 
appoint people of the same quality and caliber, and I 
would expect the United States Senate to overwhelmingly 
approve them as they did Justice Stevens. 

Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. 

NOTE: President Ford’s thirty-third news conference was held at 


7:01 p.m. on Wednesday, May 26, 1976, in the Presidential Ball- 
room East at the Neil House Hotel. 
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Father’s Day, 1976 


Proclamation 4441. May 27, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


On the third Sunday in June, 1976, Americans will 
observe Father’s Day as they have for most of this century. 

Father’s Day, 1976, should be of special significance in 
our Nation’s Bicentennial Year. Through two centuries 
our American fathers have successfully and heroically 
defended the liberties of this Nation in war and in peace. 
American fathers have preserved the precious legacy of 
liberty and passed it, enhanced, to their children and future 
generations. 

On this special day, at a time when more Americans live 
in greater freedom than ever before, let us honor our 
fathers not only for their loving counsel, guidance, pro- 
tection and support, but also for their courage in assuming 
the challenges and responsibilities synonymous with 
fatherhood. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of the 
United States of America, in accordance with a joint reso- 
lution of the Congress (36 U.S.C. 142a), do hereby re- 
quest that Sunday, June 20, 1976, be observed as Father’s 
Day, with appropriate public and private expressions of 
the love and gratitude we bear for our fathers. I call upon 
the appropriate Government officials to display the flag of 
the United States on all Government buildings on that 
day, and urge all citizens to do likewise at their homes and 
other suitable places. 

In Witness WueEreEoF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twenty-seventh day of May, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hundredth. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:14 a.m., 
May 27, 1976] 


Flag Day and National Flag 
Week, 1976 


Proclamation 4442. May 27,1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


Less than a year after our forebears declared their in- 
dependence, the Continental Congress chose a symbol of 
the new Nation they sought to bring into being and of 
the unity and resolve necessary to make that new Nation 
a reality. On June 14, 1777, the delegates voted: 


—‘. .. that the flag of the thirteen United States be thirteen stripes, 


alternate red and white: that the Union be thirteen stars, white in 
a blue field representing a new constellation.” 


With the addition of thirty-seven stars, our flag con- 
tinues to symbolize a great and dynamic republic with 
the same commitment to liberty and justice. 

In this Bicentennial Year, all of us will join with our 
families, friends and neighbors in public celebrations of 
our Nation’s birth. As we approach the 4th of July, it is 
especially appropriate this year that, on the anniversary 
of the adoption of our flag, we publicly express our dedi- 
cation and respect for the flag of our Republic and the 
principles for which it stands. 

To commemorate the adoption of our flag, the Con- 
gress designated June 14 of each year as Flag Day and 
requested the President to issue annually a proclamation 
calling for its observance (36 U.S.C. 157). The Congress 
also requested the President to issue annually a proclama- 
tion designating the week in which June 14 occurs as 
National Flag Week and to call upon all citizens of the 
United States to display the flag of the United States on 
those days (36 U.S.C. 157a). 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
week beginning June 13, 1976, as National Flag Week, 
and I direct the appropriate officials of the Government 
to display the flag on all Government buildings during 
the week. I urge all Americans to observe Flag Day, 
June 14, and Flag Week by flying the Stars and Stripes 
from their homes and other suitable places. 

In Witness WueEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twenty-seventh day of May, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hundredth. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:14 am, 
May 27, 1976] 


Imports of Brooms 
Proclamation 4443. May 27, 1976 


MODIFICATION OF THE TARIFF-RATE QUOTA ON BROOMS 
WHOLLY or IN Part oF Broom Corn 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

1. The Tariff Schedules of the United States (TSUS) 
provide in headnote 3 to subpart A, part 8, schedule 7 as 
follows: If the President determines that the estimated 
annual domestic consumption of whiskbrooms of a kind 
described in items 750.26 to 750.28 TSUS, inclusive, or 
of other brooms of a kind described in items 750.29 to 
750.31, inclusive, has substantially changed since 1965 
or since the date of the immediately preceding proclama- 
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tion under this headnote (if any), the tariff-rate quota 
provided for in item 750.26 or 750.29, shall be modified 
by the percentage by which the President determines the 
estimated annual domestic consumption of the relevant 
brooms has changed in comparison with their estimated 
consumption in 1965 or at the time of such immediately 
preceding proclamation (if any). 

2. On the basis of a report of the United States Inter- 
national Trade Commission submitted in accordance 
with Executive Order No. 11377, of October 23, 1967, 
I have determined that the estimated annual domestic 
consumption of brooms of a kind described in items 750.26 
to 750.28 TSUS, inclusive, and of other brooms of a kind 
described in items 750.29 to 750.31 TSUS, inclusive, has 
substantially changed since 1965, that no proclamation 
has been issued previously under said headnote 3, and 
that the tariff-rate quotas set forth in items 750.26 and 
750.29 should be modified, as provided below, to reflect 
the changes in the estimated annual domestic consump- 
tion of such whiskbrooms and other brooms in compari- 
son with the estimated annual consumption in 1965. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, acting under the authority 
vested in me by the Constitution and the statutes, includ- 
ing headnote 3 to subpart A, part 8, schedule 7 of the 
TSUS (79 Stat. 948; 19 U.S.C. 1202) do proclaim 
that— 

(1) Items 750.26 and 750.29 of subpart A, part 8, 
schedule 7 of the TSUS, are modified by deleting the 
quantities 115,000 and 205,000 from the respective ar- 
ticle descriptions, and substituting in lieu thereof 91,885 
and 161,540, respectively. 

(2) The modifications of subpart A, part 8, schedule 7 
of the TSUS made by this proclamation shall be effective 
as to articles entered, or withdrawn from warehouse, for 
consumption on and after May 27, 1976. 

In Witness WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twenty-seventh day of May, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundredth. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:15 a.m., 
May 27, 1976] 


National Labor Relations Board 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
John A. Penello To Be a Member of the Board. 
May 27, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate John A. Penello, of Severna Park, Md., to be a mem- 


ber of the National Labor Relations Board for the term of 
5 years expiring August 27, 1981. He has been a member 
of the Board since his appointment on February 10, 1972. 

Born on August 26, 1909, in Norfolk, Va., Mr. Penello 
received his B.S. degree from the College of William and 
Mary and attended the College of William and Mary 
Law School where he received his LL.B. degree. He is a 
member of the Virginia Bar. 

In 1937, Mr. Penello joined the NLRB as a Field Ex- 
aminer in Baltimore, Md. He became Chief Examiner in 
1944, in New York, and assumed the post of Regional 
Director in St. Louis, in 1948. He became the Associate 
General Counsel of NLRB in Washington in 1958 and 
from 1959 to 1972, he was Regional Director in Baltimore 
until his appointment to the Board in February 1972. 

Mr. Penello is married to the former Doris Ridgely of 
Dover, Del., and they have three daughters. 


Railroad Retirement Board 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Annual Report of the Board. May 27, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I hereby transmit to you the Annual Report of the Rail- 
road Retirement Board for fiscal year 1975. 

The Report indicates that the Board paid retirement 
and survivor payments in excess of $3 billion to almost 
one million one hundred thousand individuals during the 
fiscal year, and that it made unemployment and sickness 
benefit payments totaling $67 million to over 137,000 
claimants. 

This. Report also includes a summary of legislation en- 
acted in 1974, which restructured the retirement and 
survivor program and substantially improved the financing 
of the railroad retirement system. In addition, it includes 
a description of the 1975 amendments to the Railroad 
Unemployment Insurance Act, which increased the daily 
rate of unemployment and sickness benefits payable to 
railroad workers and made other improvements in that 
program. 

GeraLp R. Forp 
The White House, 
May 27, 1975. 


Note: The report is entitled “Railroad Retirement Board—1975 
Annual Report for Fiscal Year Ending June 30” (Government 
Printing Office, 89 pp.). 
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Coastal Zone Management 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Third Annual Report on the Management and 
Conservation of the Nation’s Coastal Resources. 

May 27, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am transmitting herewith the third annual report 
from the Secretary of Commerce covering the significant 
developments that took place during the second full year 
of implementation of the Coastal Zone Management Act 
of 1972. The period covered is Fiscal Year 1975, when the 
states began full development of their coastal programs. 

The country’s urgent need for new domestic sources 
of energy and our concern for minimizing environmental 
damage and community disruption have combined to 
underscore the importance of the effort put forth in the 
coastal zone program. The program points out the impor- 
tance of cooperation at the state and federal level in order 
to provide appropriate and timely solutions to these im- 
portant problems. 

Gerap R. Forp 
The White House, 
May 27, 1976. 


NoTE: The report is entitled “Report to the Congress on Coastal 
Zone Management—July 1974 through June 1975” (17 pp. plus 
appendices). 


General Aviation Manufacturers 
Association 


Exchange of Remarks Between the President and 
Frank E. Hedrick, President of the Board of Directors 
of the Association. May 27,1976 


Tue Presment. It is good to see some familiar faces 
around here. It is a pleasure for me to have an oppor- 
tunity of meeting with an industry that I understand 
produces about $1 billion worth of business a year and 
employs about a quarter of a million people in your vari- 
ous plants and facilities, That has a very significant impact 
on our export capability. 

During my travels around the country, before I started 
flying in Air Force One, I flew with a good share of the 
750,000 private pilots in the country—[laughter]|—and 
probably flew in a good share of the 150,000 aircraft. 
I know I have been in most of the airports of the country 
as a result of the general aviation capabilities. 

So I am fully cognizant of not only what you do from 
the point of view of exports, but also of business and jobs. 


I think most of you recognize that we have made a very 
determined effort across the board to get rid of some of the 
onerous, nonproductive rules and regulations that have 
plagued not only your business, but plagued most of 
industry. 

So when the Department of Commerce got into the 
problems of your export business, they found, as I under. 
stand it, that about 4,000 licenses a year were required 
for the export business in which you participated. It 
seemed to Commerce totally unnecessary under the prac- 
tical circumstances, and it has now reduced the potential 
from some 4,000 down to, I think it is, 12 to 15 per year, 
So that, I think, is some very, very significant progress, 

I am not a technician, so rather than show my igno- 
rance, I would rather read what I am told we are an- 
nouncing today: 

The elimination of all export license requirements for 
general aviation aircraft utilizing standard communica- 
tions equipment. This will apply to exports to most na- 
tions. In addition, exporters of aircraft with sophisticated 
equipment will no longer have to apply for individual 
license for each aircraft exported. They will now be able 
to obtain a single distribution license allowing products to 
be shipped freely to distributors in most nations. 

I understand there is an announcement going out at 
3:30 this afternoon or thereabouts to this effect. So at 
least in one area, we have made some significant progress 
in the elimination of unneeded, onerous, nonproductive 
rules and regulations involving the Federal Government. 

I wish, and I certainly hope, that other agencies of the 
Federal Government will show the same kind of respon- 
siveness. 

Garner, I didn’t see you sitting over there. [Laughter] 
I know Garner comes from—what is that, Wichita? 

CoNGRESSMAN SuHriver (Representative Garner E. 
Shriver of Kansas) . You bet. 

Tue Present. I know when I was in the House of 
Representatives, he was always reminding me of several 
plants out there. I don’t want to advertise one over an- 
other, so I will just say general aviation manufacturing 
and production. [Laughter] 

Now, I will be glad to answer any general questions. 
I am just a user, or was a user, not a technician. But if 
you have any questions as to the application of this or 
other details, I am sure we have people here that can 
respond to them. But from what I know, I am very pleased 
that they—the Department of Commerce—took some 
affirmative action and moved in the right direction. 

Mr. Heprick. I think that is proper, Mr. President, 
and I am the chairman of the GAM organization and 
also president of Beech Aircraft, the one you spoke of 
earlier. [Laughter] 

Tue Presiwent. I have flown in a few of them. 

Mr. Hepricx. I have a very simple statement here ! 
would like to read to you in response. 


Volume 12—Number 22 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 977 


“On behalf of the General Aviation Manufacturers 
Association Board of Directors, we sincerely thank you 
for the regulatory reform you have just announced, and 
that is genuine. 

“With this action, our Government has improved the 
procedures for exports, potentially expanded the employ- 
ment levels as a result of better export opportunities, and 
reduced both the cost of Government and the cost of 

“Hopefully, this action will improve the export posture 
and add to the U.S. balance of trade. 

“Mr. President, we look forward to the future with 
increased optimism. To be in our business you have to be 
optimistic. [Laughter] 

“Knowing of your recognition of the general aviation 
industry is a comfort. As you know, general aviation is 
playing a growing role in the transportation system, both 
in the United States and in the world. We appreciate your 
help in furthering this industry.” 

Thank you, sir. 

Tue Present. Thank you very much. I hope and 
trust we can work together on some of the other problems 
that involve both Government and your industry, and I 
will pledge you the same kind of cooperation in those 
areas as we have tried to exhibit in this instance. 

Mr. Heprick. Thank you very much. 

Tue Presipent. Is the industry doing well? 

Mr. Heprick. Quite well. We are having our best 
year in 1976 that we have had in our history, both in units 
and dollars: We had quite a controversy within our own 
organization 

Tue Present. I have that in the Government. 
[Laughter] 

Mr. Heprick. Some of us like to brag about units if 
they build small airplanes. Those of us who build larger 
airplanes with higher dollars like to talk about dollars. So 
we now combine and speak both to units and dollars . 

Nineteen hundred and seventy-six will be one of our 
better years—1975 was one of our better years, and 1976 
will be even better than that. As we look to the future, say 
15 years down the road, assuming all things are equal, we 
look for it to continue. . 

Tue Preswent. How is the export business? Are we 
ahead competitively with other nations in the private 
industry? 

Mr. Hepricx. We are practically the only exporters in 
general aviation, actually. So we are doing a good job. 
We have some problems in the area of restrictive tariffs, 
which we think are different. We discussed those in de- 
tail yesterday and at least expressed our opinion. 

We feel, for instance, on the cross-licensing or the recip- 
rocating license agreements, we are a little bit too gen- 
frous and do not trade off the fact that we can do well 
enough to get our advantages that we should have in the 
commerce section. And’ we are addressing ourselves to 


that subject and hoping that we will have fewer bilateral 
licensing agreements until we have better bilateral mar- 
keting agreements. 

Tue Preswent. Keep after it, Fred. [Laughter] 

Mr. Hepricx. We are not really very shy, sir. 
[Laughter] We are glad to have your encouragements. 

Tue Presivent. It is nice to see you all. I would like to 
go around and shake hands. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 3:16 p.m. in the Roosevelt Room 
at the White House where he announced the revised export control 
regulations for general aviation aircraft to the board of directors of 
GAMA, who were in Washington attending the quarterly meeting 
of the board. 

A fact sheet on the announcement was released by the White 
House Press Office on the same day. 


Civil Service General Schedule 
Classifications 


The President’s Memorandum to the Heads of 
Departments and Agencies. Dated May 27, 1976. 
Released May 28, 1976 


Over the past two decades, there has been a gradual 
but substantial rise in the average grade of General 
Schedule employees. Much of this rise is due to the fact 
that technological changes and other factors have brought 
about significant shifts in the makeup of the Federal 
workforce. These changes are reflected by a marked in- 
crease in the proportion of technical, professional, and 
managerial employees in the General Schedule. 

We cannot assume, however, that this is the whole 
explanation. Recent reviews by the Civil Service Com- 
mission, the General Accounting Office, and the Office 
of Management and Budget indicate that classification 
and position management systems are not functioning as 
effectively as they should in a number of Federal agen- 
cies. There is evidence of both overgrading and under- 
grading because positions are either improperly de- 
scribed or inaccurately classified. This creates a situa- 
tion which is unfair to all concerned. There are also in- 
dications in several agencies of excessive organization 
fragmentation, duplication of work and superfluous lay- 
ers of supervision. 

Where work has become substantially more complex 
or difficult, managers have a clear obligation to make 
commensurate adjustments in the way work is orga- 
nized and in the grades of individual jobs. At the same 
time, there is an equally clear responsibility to ensure 
that undue grade increases are not allowed to occur. Posi- 
tion classification is a matter of law. Government man- 
agers are required to put jobs in their proper grades and 
Federal employees are entitled to equitable pay. Proper 
position management ensures that work is organized in 
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a cost effective manner to provide optimum develop- At the same time, the Civil Service Commission yi] 
ment and use of people’s skills and energies. When either _ pursue vigorously its continuing programs for evaluating 
position classification or position management is defi- agency performance and bringing about corrective ac. 
cient the result may be an unnecessary increase in the _ tion in the areas of position management and classifica. 
cost of Government. tion. Where the Commission finds extensive overgrad- 

I, therefore, am calling upon you to reexamine your __ ing, undergrading, or underutilization of personnel re. 
internal position management and classification systems _ sources, it will bring its findings to the attention of the 
to ensure they’dre operating effectively in full compliance § Agency head concerned. In addition, the Commission 
with applicable laws and regulations. Agency heads will and the Office of Management and Budget will work 
conduct this review in a manner to be prescribed by the —_ with the agencies involved to correct such problems, and 
Civil Service Commission and will report to the Com- _— may prescribe special instructions where warranted. 
mission both the actions they have taken and the results 


of those actions. GERALD R. Forp 





TREATY ON UNDERGROUND NUCLEAR 
EXPLOSIONS FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES 


The President’s Remarks at the Signing Ceremony. May 28, 1976 


The treaty we are signing today is an historic milestone in the history 
of arms control agreements. For the first time it provides for extensive 
cooperative arrangements for on-site inspection and observation in moni- 
toring underground nuclear explosions. 

This means that the Soviet Union will allow American observers to 
witness certain larger tests on their territory and if we should have such a 
test, we would reciprocate and allow Soviet observers here in order to 
verify at firsthand that our control agreements are being adhered to. 

This accomplishment in agreeing to on-site observation demonstrates 
that our two countries can soberly negotiate responsible and beneficial 
agreements despite the difficulties of the challenge. The negotiations 
culminating in this treaty raised very unique problems. The discussions 
were long and complex. But the result: Real progress has been made in 
the field of arms control. A significant step has been taken toward a more 
stable, peaceful world and a more constructive relationship between the 
United States and the Soviet Union. 

The new treaty, together with the Threshold Test Ban Treaty, will 
govern the conduct of every underground nuclear explosion for military 
or peaceful purposes for both parties. The two treaties impose the same 
limit of 150 kilotons on all individual underground nuclear explosions. 

The ultimate purpose of the network of arms control agreements we 
have already negotiated and which are currently being negotiated, is to 
bring about a more peaceful world. Pushing back the shadow of nuclear 
war must be our constant concern. That, indeed, is the underlying purpose 
of all of the numerous agreements for constructive cooperation which our 
two countries have concluded in recent years. 

I welcome the accomplishments we mark here today. And I hope it 
will lead to further achievements in building a stable and a just peace for 
our two peoples and for all mankind. 

I will send these two treaties to the Senate for the earliest possible 


consideration and urge that the Senate grant its advice and consent to 
their ratification. 
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I will now sign the Treaty and the Protocol on Underground Nuclear 
Explosions for Peaceful Purposes between the United States and the Soviet 


Union. 


I have signed these documents which will contribute significantly to 
lasting peace and a future of better relations among all nations, and I 


thank you all for being here today. 
Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. in the East Room at the White House. 
A similar ceremony was held simultaneously in Moscow where General Secretary 
Leonid I. Brezhnev signed the treaty on behalf of the Soviet Union. 





Seals of the President and Vice 
President of the United States 


Executive Order 11916. May 28, 1976 


AMENDING ExECUTIVE ORDER No. 11649, REGULATIONS 
GOVERNING THE SEALS OF THE PRESIDENT AND THE 
Vice PRESENT OF THE UNITED STATES 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by section 713 
(b) of title 18 of the United States Code, subsection (b) 
of section 1 of Executive Order No. 11649 is amended to 
read as follows: 

“(b) Use in encyclopedias, dictionaries, books, 
journals, pamphlets, periodicals, or magazines in- 
cident to a description or history of seals, coats of 
arms, heraldry, or the Presidency or Vice Presi- 
dency;”. 

GERALD R. Forp 
Tue Wuite House, 
May 28, 1976. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 12:10 p.m.,, 
May 28, 1976] 


Department of Defense 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
David P. Taylor To Be Assistant Secretary for 
Manpower and Reserve Affairs. May 28, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate David P. Taylor, of McLean, Va., to be an Assistant 
Secretary of Defense. His area of responsibility will be 
Manpower and Reserve Affairs. He will succeed William 
Keith Brehm, who has become Assistant Secretary of De- 
fense for Legislative Affairs. Mr. Taylor has been Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Air Force for Manpower and Reserve 
Affairs since May 1974. 


Mr. Taylor was born on April 7, 1934, in Chicago, Ill. 
He received his B.S. degree from Cornell University in 
1956. He attended the University of Chicago and received 
his M.B.A. in 1960 and his Ph.D. in 1966. He served in 
the United States Army from 1956 to 1958. 

In 1960, Mr. Taylor became a research assistant in 
the graduate school of business administration at the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. He was a research associate in the de- 
partment of economics during 1962-63. From 1964 to 
1968, he became an assistant and later associate professor 
of industrial relations at the Sloan School of Management 
at M.I.T. He became the Executive Assistant to the Sec- 
retary of Labor in 1968, and in 1970 he was named Ex- 
ecutive Assistant to the Director of the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget. He served as Assistant Director for 
Executive Development and Labor Relations in OMB 
during 1971. 

Mr. Taylor is married to the former Renata Wittmann, 
and they have four children. 


Animal Damage Control 
on Federal Lands 


Executive Order 11917. May 28, 1976 


AMENDING ExecuTIvE Orper No. 11643 or FeEsrvu- 
ARY 8, 1972, RELATING TO ENVIRONMENTAL SAFE- 
GUARDS ON ACTIVITIES FOR ANIMAL DAMAGE Con- 
TROL ON FEDERAL LANDS 


By virtue of the authority vested in me as President 
of the United States, and in furtherance of the purposes 
and policies of the National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et. seq.), the provisions of Sec- 
tion 1 of the Act of March 2, 1931 (46 Stat. 1468, 7 
U.S.C. 426) and the Endangered Species Act of 1973 
(87 Stat. 884, 16 U.S.C. 1531 et. seq.), and in view of 
the findings (40 F.R. 44726-44739, September 29, 1975) 
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of the Administrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency that the use of sodium cyanide is permissible 
under conditions prescribed by the Agency, Executive 
Order No. 11643 of February 8, 1972, as amended by 
Executive Order No. 11870 of July 18, 1975, is further 
amended by adding the following subsection to Sec- 
tion 3: 


“*(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 
(a) of this Section, the head of an agency may au- 
thorize the operational use of sodium cyanide in 
Federal programs or on Federal lands, but only 
in accordance with regulations and on the terms and 
subject to all the restrictions which may now or 
hereafter be prescribed by the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency; provided that, such use of sodium 
cyanide is prohibited in (1) areas where endangered 
or threatened animal species might be adversely 
affected; (2) areas of the National Park System; 
(3) areas of the National Wildlife Refuge System; 
(4) areas of the National Wilderness Preservation 
System; (5) areas within national forests or other 
Federal lands specifically set aside for recreational 
use; (6) prairie dog towns; (7) National Monument 
areas; and (8) any areas where exposure to the 
public and family pets is probable.”. 


GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 


May 28, 1976. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 4:24 p.m., 
May 28, 1976] 


International Price of Oil 


Statement by the President on the OPEC Decision Not 
To Increase the Price of Oil. May 28, 1976 


I am encouraged by OPEC’s decision, announced 
today in Bali, not to increase the international price of 
oil at this time. 

This decision was a responsible one for the world’s 
economy, which is just beginning to recover from reces- 
sion and adjust to existing high oil prices. In today’s 
interdependent world, a stable and growing world econ- 
omy is in every country’s interest, and the United States 
looks toward further improvements in the relationships 
between oil producing and consuming countries. 

However, this decision should not lead us to lessen our 
drive toward energy independence. In my first State of 
the Union Message, I put before the Congress a complete 
program for significantly reducing our dependence on 
imported oil over the next 10 years. While some of the 
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legislation I requested has been passed by the Congres, 
much more needs to be done. 

The program I proposed consists of five fundamental 
parts: 

1. maximizing energy conservation ; 

2. full development of domestic oil and gas reserves; 

3. doubling of domestic coal production; 

4. substantial increase in our nuclear power capacity; 

5. completion of a national petroleum storage pro. 
gram. \ 

The plan I sent to the Congress addressed each of these 
areas, as well as focusing on our post-1985 requirements 
with legislation and an increased research and develop. 
ment budget to expedite the development of advanced 
technologies, such as solar energy. 

This country cannot afford to have the price and supply 
of so vital a commodity controlled by other countries, 
Even without a price increase this year, American con- 
sumers will pay $35 billion for imported oil as compared 
to $27 billion last year, and only $3 billion in 1970. 

The responsibility to reverse this situation now rests 
with the United States Congress. I regret that it has been 
unable to face up to the energy problem and pass the 
program that I requested. 
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National Bureau of Standards 





Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Ernest Ambler To Be Director. May 28, 1976 












The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Ernest Ambler, of Bethesda, Md., to be Director of 
the National Bureau of Standards. He will succeed 
Richard W. Roberts, who became Assistant Administra- 
tor of the Energy Research and Development Adminis 
tration on June 27, 1975. Mr. Ambler has been Acting 
Director since June 1975. 

Born on November 20, 1923, in Bradford, Yorkshire, 
England, Mr. Ambler received his citizenship in Octo- 
ber 1958. He attended New College in Oxford, England 
where he received his B.A. degree in 1945, his M.A. in 
1949, and his Ph. D. in 1953. 

In 1953, Mr. Ambler joined the staff of the National 
Bureau of Standards. He became Chief of the Cryogenic 
Physics Section in 1961 after having been involved in 
the operations of the NBS. He was appointed Chief of 
the Inorganic Materials Division in 1965 prior to being 
named Director of the Institute for Basic Standards in 
1968. He served as Deputy NBS Director from June 1973 
to June 1975. 

Mr. Ambler is married to the former Alice Seiler, and 
they have two children. 
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Medical Device Amendments of 1976 


Statement by the President Upon Signing S. 510 Into 
lw. May 28, 1976 


Today, I have the pleasure of signing into law S. 510, 
the Medical Device Amendments of 1976 to the Federal 
food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act of 1938. 

It is almost exactly 70 years since President Theodore 
Roosevelt signed the Pure Food and Drugs Act of 1906, 
the Nation’s first Federal food and drug legislation de- 
signed to protect the American consumer against health 
threats arising from harmful substances and deceptive 
practices. Since then, there have been a number of ac- 
tions to strengthen and update the structure of protec- 
tion sought by President Roosevelt. 

While we as a nation were able to take justifiable pride 
in the laws providing for safety, honesty, and efficacy in 
the foods and drugs we consume, it became increasingly 
dear that there remained a large, significant, and grow- 
ing gap in that security. 

Until today, the American consumer could not be 
sure that a medical device used by his physician, his 
hospital, or himself was as safe and effective as it could 
or should be. 

In 1906, President Roosevelt had no need to ask for 
legislation concerning medical devices, for the devices 


' used by physicians of his day were comparatively simple. 


They stood at the edge of medicine, helpful but not 
esential and, therefore, posed no regulatory need. 

By the 1960’s, however, enormous advances in sci- 
ence and technology moved medical devices from the 
edge close to the center of the stage. Today, devices are 
routinely implanted in our bodies. They replace limbs, 
bones, tissues, even entire organs. They permit treatment 
of forms of illness that can be accomplished in no other 
way. They magnify and speed ten thousandfold the diag- 
nostic power of the human eye and brain. 

Medical and diagnostic devices have produced a 
therapeutic revolution, but in doing so they have also 
become more complex and less easily understood by 
those who use them. When well-designed, well-made, and 
properly used they. support and lengthen life. If poorly 
designed, poorly made, and improperly used they can 
threaten and impair it. 

Despite the increasing importance of devices, the Food 
and Drug Administration has had inadequate authority 
to deal with them. FDA has had no reliable way of 
knowing how many devices there are, who is making 
them, who is selling them, what risks to health and life 
they may present, and when a manufacturer has found 
itnecessary to remove them from the medical marketplace. 

In addition, no device was required to be proven safe 
and effective prior to marketing, no matter how crucial 
it might be to the person using it, even if that use involved 
implantation in his body. 


Recognizing these and other deficiencies, the adminis- 
tration ordered a study of the problem in 1969 and sub- 
sequently asked Congress to enact remedial legislation. 

In its deliberations since that time, Congress benefited 
greatly from the cooperation voluntarily extended by the 
medical device industry, who clearly saw the need for leg- 
islation that would protect the consumer as well as the 
manufacturer who refused to compromise with safety. 
Representatives of consumers and health professionals also 
played an important role. 

The Medical Device Amendments of 1976 eliminate 
the deficiencies that accorded FDA “horse and buggy” 
authority to deal with “laser age” problems. It is impor- 
tant not only in what it will do to protect the consumer; 
it is also important as a symbol for the kind of regulation 
that I feel is most appropriate to government. It does not 
represent another expansion of government into affairs we 
might better manage ourselves. Instead, this is an example 
of government doing for the individual citizen what he or 
she cannot do unaided. 

I welcome this legislation and commend the FDA who 
identified the need, cooperated in its development and, 
finally, will be entrusted with its enforcement. 

This agency daily faces a most difficult task—prevent- 
ing threats to the public health in a way that is not 
onerous, but fully consonant with the principles of com- 
petitive economic development on which this Nation was 
built. It is a task that requires determination, scientific 
skill, judgment and, most of all, compassion for the hopes 
and needs of our fellow man. Dr. Alexander M. Schmidt, 
Commissioner of Food and Drugs, has effectively taken 
on the job of assuring that the hope and expectations of 
the consumer for life-giving drugs and devices are not false 
promises. 

I reaffirm my support for the fine work of the Food and 
Drug Administration and the job ahead. 


NOTE: As enacted, the bill (S. 510) is Public Law 94-295, approved 
May 28, 1976. 


National Center for Productivity 
and Quality of Working Life 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 10 Members 


of the Board of Directors. May 28, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate 10 persons to be members of the Board of Directors 
of the National Center for Productivity and Quality of 
Working Life for a term coterminous with the term of the 
President. These are new positions established by Public 
Law 94—136 of November 28, 1975. They are: 
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Donatp C. Burnuaw, of Pittsburgh, Pa., director-officer, Westing- 
house Electric Corp. 

R. Heat Larry, of Pittsburgh, Pa., vice chairman of the Board, 
U.S. Steel Corp. 

Epwarp E. Carson, of Chicago, III., chairman and chief executive 
officer, UAL, Inc. 

I. W. Aset, of Pittsburgh, Pa., president, United Steelworkers of 
America. 

C. L. Dennis, of Des Plaines, Ill., international president, Brother- 
hood of Railway, Airline, Steamship Clerks, Freehandlers, Ex- 
press and Station Employees, Rosemont, III. 

Frank E. Fitzsimmons, of Chevy Chase, Md., president, Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters, Washington, D.C. 

James E. Hotsnouser, Jr., of Boone, N.C., Governor of North 
Carolina, Raleigh, N.C. 

Daniet J. Evans, of Seattle, Wash., Governor of Washington, 
Olympia, Wash. 

L. Witu1aM Seman, of Ada, Mich., Assistant to the President for 
Economic Affairs, The White House. 

Anprew E. Gisson, of Short Hills, N.J., president, Maher Termi- 
nals, Jersey City, N.J. 


The law establishing the National Center for Produc- 
tivity and Quality of Working Life provides that the Cen- 
ter shall advise the President and the Congress with respect 
to issues affecting productivity and the quality of working 
life. 

The major objectives of the National Center are: 

—develop a better understanding of the concept of 
productivity and encourage better techniques for meas- 
uring productivity changes; 

—encourage labor-management cooperation to en- 
hance productivity and the quality of working life; 

—document and recommend policies to satisfy the Na- 
tion’s capital investment needs from a productivity stand- 
point; 

—without compromising legislative intent identify and 
recommend. changes in government regulation 
which will improve productivity ; 

—develop.and recommend more effective approaches 
to improving productivity in the public sector; 

stimulate and support industry task forces formed to 
conduct programs for industrywide productivity 
improvement; and 

—provide a forum for improving the review, coordi- 
nation, and integration of productivity enhancement 
efforts of other Federal agencies. 


In view of these objectives, the reporting requirements 
under the statute, and the interest of the General Ac- 
counting Office particularly in measuring and enhancing 
public sector productivity, the Comptroller General of the 
United States, Elmer B. Staats, has been invited to work 
closely with the Center. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below: 


May 22 

The President left the White House in the morning for 
a trip to Oregon, Nevada, California, and Ohio. 

While in Medford, Oreg., the President toured the 
Medford Corporation sawmill and plywood production 
facilities. 

At the Sheraton Portland Hotel in Portland, Oreg., the 
President participated in separate interviews with telev- 
sion stations KOIN-TV, KATV-TV, KPTV-TYV, and 
KGW-TV in the Washington Room. Following the in- 
terviews, he met with Oregon editorial boards in the sit- 
ting room of the Presidential Suite. He then went to the 
Washington Room where he took part in a statewide 
radio interview. 

The President today declared a major disaster for the 
Territory of Guam as a result of Typhoon Pamela, be 
ginning about May 20, which caused extensive public, 
private, and agricultural property damage. The Pres- 
dent’s action will permit the use of Federal funds in relief 
and recovery efforts in the designated areas of the 
Territory. 

May 23 
The President attended a President Ford Committee 


breakfast in the West Ballroom at the Sheraton Portland 
Hotel. 


May 24 

The President attended a President Ford Committee 
breakfast in the Grand Ballroom at the Hilton Inn in 
Laguna Hills, Calif. 

At the Sheraton Anaheim Hotel, Anaheim, Calif,, the 
President was interviewed by Jim Cooper of WCOE- 
TV. 

At the Westgate Plaza Hotel, San Diego, Calif., the 
President participated in separate interviews with the 
following local television channels: Channel 8 (CBS 
affiliate), Channel 10 (NBC affiliate), and Channel 39 
(ABC affiliate). 
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May 25 

At the Hyatt House International, Los Angeles, Calif., 
the President was interviewed by KNBC-TV commenta- 
tor Bob Abernethy. 

At the Holiday Inn, San Jose, Calif., the President 
held an informal meeting with Bay Area newspaper 
editors. 


May 26 

At the Neil House Hotel, Columbus, Ohio, the Presi- 
dent attended a President Ford Committee reception in 
the Presidential Ballroom West. He then attended a re- 
ception for Republican mayors from Ohio. Following the 
reception, he met with the editorial boards of the Colum- 
bus Dispatch and the Columbus Citizen Journal in his 
suite at the hotel. 

The President returned to the White House late in 
the evening. : 

May 27 

Governor James E. Holshouser, Jr., of North Caro- 
lina, and representatives of the trucking industry met 
with the President at the White House. 

The President has accepted the resignation of Stephen 
Kurzman as Assistant Secretary of Health, Education, 
and Welfare for Legislation, effective July 2, 1976. 

§. Edward Peal, Ambassador of the Republic of 
Liberia, paid a farewell visit to the President at the White 
House. 
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The President met with Senator Howard H. Baker, Jr., 
of Tennessee, who is the ranking Republican on the Sen- 
ate Public Works Committee, to discuss provisions of the 
Clean Air Act amendments concerning automobile 
emissions. 


May 28 

The President met at the White House with a dele- 
gation from Kansas and Missouri to discuss the future of 
the Richards-Gebaur Air Force Base. 

The President has accepted the resignation of William 
W. Geimer as Director, Intergovernmental and Regional 
Relations, Federal Energy Administration, effective upon 
the assumption of his new duties as a Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State. 

The White House announced that at the invitation of 
President Ford, President Urho Kekkonen, of Finland, 
will make a state visit to the United States on August 3-4, 
1976. 

Siaka P. Stevens, President of Sierra Leone, met with 
the President at the White House. 

The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate the following persons: 


WituiaM A. INnorRaM, of Palo Alto, Calif., to be a United States 
District Judge for the Northern District of California; 

WitiiAm ScHwarzer, of Mill Valley, Calif., to be a United States 
District Judge for the Northern District of California; and 

Mary Anne RicuHey, of Tucson, Ariz., to be a United States District 
Judge for the District of Arizona. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted May 24, 1976 

Pur M. Van Dam, of Michigan, to be 
United States Attorney for the Eastern Dis- 
trict of Michigan for the term of 4 years, 
vice Ralph B. Guy, Jr., resigning. 


Submitted May 28, 1976 


Davin P. TaYtor, of Virginia, to be an Assist- 
ant Secretary of Defense, vice William 
Keith Brehm. 

JOHN A. PENELLO, of Maryland, to be a mem- 
ber of the National Labor Relations Board 
for the term of 5 years expiring August 
27, 1981 (reappointment). 

Georce O. Houser, Jr., of Wyoming, to be 
United States Marshal for the District of 
Wyoming for the term of 4 years, vice 
Charles R. Wilcox, resigned. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 

The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed dur- 
ing the period covered by this issue, are not 
included in the issue. 


Released May 22, 1976 
Advance text: remarks to the World Affairs 
Council of Oregon, Portland, Oreg. 
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CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES—Continued 


Released May 23, 1976 


Advance text: remarks at commencement 
exercises at Warner Pacific College, Port- 
land, Oreg. 


Released May 24, 1976 

Advance text: remarks at the annual conven- 
tion of the California Peace Officers Asso- 
ciation, Anaheim, Calif. 

Advance text: remarks at a forum of the San 
Diego Chamber of Commerce and the San 
Diego Council of the Navy League, San 
Diego, Calif. 


Released May 26, 1976 

Statement by the President: requesting con- 
gressional action on proposed legislation 
(as read at his press conference of May 26, 
1976, held in Columbus, Ohio) 


Released May 28, 1976 

Advance text: remarks upon signing the 
Treaty on Underground Nuclear Explosions 
for Peaceful Purposes 

Fact sheet: on the Treaty on Underground 
Nuclear Explosions for Peaceful Purposes 


News conference: on the Treaty on Under- 
ground Nuclear Explosions for Peaceful 
Purposes—by Fred C. Ikle, Director, United 
States Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency; William G. Hyland, Deputy As- 
sistant to the President for National Secu- 
rity Affairs; Robert W. Buchheim, Deputy 
Assistant Director, USACDA; John H. 
Kelly, Special Assistant to the Counselor, 
Department of State; Theodore A. George, 
Assistant Director (SALT Support), De- 
partment of Defense; and Robert T. Duff, 
Assistant Director for Arms Control, Divi- 


sion of International Security Affairs, - 


Energy Research and Development Ad- 
ministration 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved May 22, 1976 


ELR. 2776..........-2---200e Private Law 94-4 
An act for the relief of Candido Blum. 
TER. 4088. cnccnncdnssncists Private Law 94-45 


An act for the relief of Jennifer Anne 
Blum. 


po ee eee Private Law 94-46 
An act for the relief of Frank M. Russell, 
H.R. 8863_-....----------- Private Law 94-47 


An act for the relief of Randy E. Cris. 
mundo. 

DB. BOO 3s nacticncastscnctine Public Law 94-289 
An act to provide for adjusting the amount 
of interest paid on funds deposited with 
the Treasury of the United States by the 
Library of Congress Trust Fund Board. 

St ER EEEY 2 hye S0e de Public Law 94-290 
An act to provide for adjusting the amount 
of interest paid on funds deposited with 
the Treasury of the United States pursuant 
to the Act of August 20, 1912 (37 Stat. 319), 

srtelintow bidet Makin die batch Public Law 94-291 

An act to authorize appropriations to the 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission in accord- 

ance with section 261 of the Atomic Energy 

Act of 1954, as amended, and section 305 

of the Energy Reorganization Act of 1974, 

as amended, and for other purposes. 


mn 
wo 
ro 
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Public Law 94-292 
bars hares Commission Authorization Act 
of 1976. 

TE SO wicaneiheanwedel Public Law 94-293 
Domestic Volunteer Service Act Amend- 
ments of 1976. 


Approved May 28, 1976 
eudedaLicresued Public Law 94-294 
Beef Research and Information Act. 


"Medical Device Amendments of 1976. 
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American Society of Newspaper Editors. 650 
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Senate 

Administrative Conference of the 
United States, Council members.. 832 

Advisory Commission on Intergovern- 


mental Relatious, members_-_--_-_-_-_ 832 
Advisory Committee for Trade Negoti- 
euves; member. =o... 527 
Air Force Department, Assistant 
CONN a2ctrc i 908, 916 
Ambassadors, U.S. 
ID i iin SUL! 860, 880 
Czechoslovakia__.............. §21, 531 
oo RP FRE ET VE REE 668, 792 
Luxembourg ----._----------_- 850, 880 
DEOUEIWE Woon. 852, 880 
Sri Lanka and the Maldives____ 667, 792 
| Ces tac ie ot 860, 880 
American National Red Cross, Board 
CF SOT inn rciiermnitdlbbc edi! 529 
American Revolution Bicentennial 
Advisory Council, member________ 659 
Arkansas River Compact Administra- 
tion, U.S. Representative___....___ 791 


Board of Foreign Scholarships, mem- 
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Cabinet Committee on Drug Abuse 
Prevention, Treatment and Reha- 
bilitation, Chairman and members_ 706, 


809 Appointments and Nominations—Continued 


Cabinet Committee for Drug Law 
Enforcement, Chairman and mem- 

06, 869 

Central Intelligence Agency, Deputy 
Director --.- 668, 792 

Citizens’ Advisory Committee on En- 





vironmental Quality, members.... 655 
Consumer Product Safety Commis- 
sion, Commissioner, nomination 
and withdrawal___.._.......----- 833 
Council on Wage and Price Stability, 
ONES Si oe ec ccdtSeclLaee 659 


Federal Election Commission, mem- 
NOES. Sss sdk ik ee ag 903, 916 
Federal Farm Credit Board, mem- 


DEB .ccuncvesesiinimbliiticelau 511, 531 
Federal Power Commission, member. 831, 
833 

Federal Reserve System, Board of 
Governors, member_--.-.......-- 658, 792 
Federal Trade Commission, member. 577, 
590 


Health, Education, and Welfare De- 
partment, Social and Rehabilita- 
tion Service, Administrator--___- 850, 880 

Interior Department, Assistant Secre- 

COEF hn wk Ce Sabet lis seine 708, 792 

International Labor Office, Govern- 
ing Body, U.S. Representative-_-_-. 832 

Israel, unveiling of Abraham Lincoln 
statue, Special Representative of 


PROMGORE. it... ckecc Shela ocd 915 
Justice Department 
Board of Parole, member----_----_-- 792 
United States Parole Commission, 
CRI Soe itnddici elk. 915 


Kansas-Nebraska Big Blue River 
Compact Administration, U.S. Rep- 


PORORUKIING |.“ 5h Sud Sole. Scie 659 
Labor Department 

Assistant Secretary... ...-- 669, 792 

Under Secretary-.-.-.-..------ 819, 833 
Mississippi River Commission, mem- 

DOP ven cicee ies sdnwc ese nudels 669, '792 
National Advisory Council on Eco- 

nomic Opportunity, member--_---_- 832 


National Center for Productivity and 
Quality of Working Life, Executive 
DEMOEOE ceed aswebaeuned 822, 833 

National Commission on Libraries and 
Information Science, Chairman and 


mpmbeeh*. asc dsciik asa 655, 792 
National Credit Union Board, mem- 
OD. cinciciindinmimemnediima tied 916 


National Institute of Building Sci- 
ences, Board of Directors and Chair- 
MAR, oncom eisai Bi A 662, 792 
Northern Mariana Islands, common- 


wealth status ceremonies, U.S. 

II | itcescimntecdeakas ns 659 
Postal Service, United States, Board 

Of: GOvernore. Wi... tinsiwtinn ckistes 660 


President Ford Committee,Chairman. 517 
President’s Commission on Personnel 


Interchange, members............ 668 
Rural Telephone Bank, Board of 
Directors, members......-.--.-..- 915 
South Pacific Commission, U.S. Rep- 
POUONORIVO “wind a Se eS 832 
State Department 
Assistant Secretaries_--____ 859, 860, 880 
Deputy Inspector General, Foreign 
PEERY oop acnncpsoanmbnn 907, 916 
Deputy Secretary__....-------. 521, 531 
Under Secretaries__.....__- 858, 859, 880 


United States Advisory Commission 
on International Educational and 


Cultural Affairs, members_-.-.....- 531 
US. attorneys 
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US. circuit judges 
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SECOND QUARTER 
Appointments and Nominations—Conti 
Ws: district judges—Continued continued 

DOES annnckpacnsccuscunul 659, 799 

Louisiana ---.- - 53] 

Michigan - -- 792 

New TOK... 2... cesed suns cdenwiicg 660 

Pennsylvania --.-------------.... 833 

BORED tap vemencancrnenpednsenin 660 

NED appeedicccncenenccaenaal 531 
U.S. marshals 

Eien recency OE eA ERR 669, 792 

West Virginia_--------------..... 833 
White House Staff, Deputy Assistant 

to the President__........---...__ 871 
World Health Organization, World 

Health Assembly, delegates and 

alternate delegates._..........___ 832 

Archer, Repr. Bill.................... 590 
Architecture, historic preservation_____ 849 
Arkansas, disaster assistance__________ 529 
Arkansas River Compact Administra- 

WOR | anpinieuddinatibis cue dale 791 
Arlington, TeX. sunsets cscs ede 658 
Armed Forces, United States 

See also Federal employees; National 

defense and security; specific mili- 

tary departments and agencies 
All-volunteer ..............-.... 675, 
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